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5. Joshua and bis household would serve God, even if ail the heathen now), and1 it was attractive to poor, debw
others turned away. We should be decided for God. sinfui, human nature led by Satan.

6. Let us often look on the Shechem stones we have Ver. 12.-Forsook the God of their f atherrll
erected, and renew our vows to God 1 their fathers had good reasons for serving God. Tbeysht

flot have forsaken Him utsless they had be/fer reasonh
TRtJTHS. forsaking Him than their fathers had for servingl-lim.

No tman can serve two maste-s. sinners neyer reason; they merely fullow their corrupt
sires. 0f the gods of the people : tbey imitatedMake good pledges and keep them. heathen aiound themra: fell into -the fashion of the day!'

They that seek the Lord shall find him. Ver. s3.-Baal and Ashtaroth - (singular "AiL
A godly old age deserves respect. reth.") Baal means Lord or runier. Ashtarith secris ru

from a Persian word ; the great god an -goddess of
fiflf Y Judges -:heathen in those countries ; represente,' by the suat

18839 1 SRAE FORAKIN COD 6-1. moon ; afierwards connected with the planets Jupiter
COLDN T-,T-'l nd heyforook he ordGodVenus. Their worship was most immoral and impure.

oLDeNr fTherT.-Adgte- fo2 oo th1Lrd. Ver. 14.-The anger of the Lord was hot:
of ter fther."-udge 2: 2. ad indignation against their sin. Delivered them:'

CENTRAL TRwrîr-Forsaking God brings dis. their heathen enenties gain victories over tbem. God ai
tress and sorrow. dtew from helpinZ them. Spoilers: robbers, eue

CONNETION.-The hessori gives a general view of the who carried off and destroyed ait their property.
state uf Jsraêh for more than threebhundred years-the period Ver. i5.-As the Lord had said - God was"'aa
of the IlJudges " or special rulers Gud raised up lrom ttme themn for evil," we are told. Thie Lord had giveri t
to time. Particuhars are given in the following lessons. many warings-bad told tbem of their mnisery if they f

NOTES.-Baal: a god of the Canaanites. Hie repre- sook Hira. So he tells us ; and the punisliment is sure
sented the suni. He was worshipped by the Midianites comte, tiffber in this life or the next -generaliy in both.
(Num. 22: 41) in the wsiJderness. The children of Israel Ver. i6.-Nevertheless: an exception-hope
ofien tumned awLy from the true God to serve the MIdo Of They were not entirehy cut off. Whenever the peopler
Baal. Elrjab met four hundred and fifty of the prophets pented, and cried tu God for help, he did behp them.
of Baal un Mount Carmel. They cried in vain ait that time he ill hcp us. Jude o swt s e h
for Baal to, hehp them. But Ga~d heard Eiijah (i Kings 18 : h de:fo swî s e hAsharoh :a gddes f te Cnsaire utSi appointed only to tiy cases, but warlike leaders anrd or
19-40). Astrt ods fteCnaie rS.governurs, wîîo also, judged causes and crimes: Oth
duntans. She represented the moon and stars. Even Solo- Barak, Gideon, etc.
mon worshipped ber idol (i Kings ilt: 5) and but altars
fer ber (2 Kings 23: 13). Judges : a claus uf men raised PRACTICAL TEACH1NGS.
for spectal emtergencies. They were flot rulers like kings, i. low important is a good example f he
but al. special times of trouble and war the peuple garheredrve Gda og as n h ol iers, e buba
about thrm and acknowlredged thetr autthority. They were!1 in with joshua, lived.
the leaders io thec hibtocy of Lsrati for about 350 tO 450 12. E-ach generation in its turfi has the responsiblity
yeats. There were fitteen in ai), Othniel the first aod Sama-. upon it of mnouiding the principles and wor»hip of theNw
"CIl tbe last. But tbey dîd flot Yole tn succession. Sume. (Ver. Io). Are we doiag our duty ?
times one judge tultd in une part of the land and another ini3.Teflyadsno 'ongw tohe o',sanother part at the samne rime. One wis a brave and heroic ,. h ol n m digwa tesd"i
woman, Lebcrah. The four greatest were Samuel, Gidron, shuwn here. lsael did lilie tho£e arouud tht m. Rit'
Jephirh, and Samson. they "do well ?" They forsook God, anca incurred

1. SERVING Gor).-Ver. 6.-To possess the Land: wratb.
it would seem tbat though every family bad bren allotted a . God is ever mercifual to the penitent. Hie sent'
possession, sume of the beatben bad still to, le driven out of enemy tu punish the unfaithful, and He sent " Judges',
possessioni. It is like driving si ou of th her- slo deliver the penitent.
and difficuit process.main r ax u x GO TOUL

Ver. 7.-Ail the days of Joshua : a god!y manSlin'TROUBLE.
authority bas great influence. The eiders that outlived _____________

Joshua:- ptrlsaps a period o utrwenty or thirty yeara.
Seen al) the greax works cof the Lord : as cbild. Jdu

rnin Egypt or as young men in the wildtrness. jAug. 26, CIDEON'S ARM
Ver. 8, .- Buried hlm .... ira Timnath-heres: 1683 j O SAMY

"Portion of the Sun, " ptrbaps s0 named 1 rou J oshua corm- GOLDEN TEXT.-"l The sword of the Lord and
mandîng the sun to stand stili (Joshua îco: 12-14.) Sup. Gideon."-Judges 7: 20.
posed to be aine miles soutb of ANabl'us ur Sbecbem. The CENTRAL TRUTH.-The Lord can save by ma
oldest die at hast ; and tbey o-nly die well who die in G,ýd. or by f ew.
And they unly have an assurance of dying in God wbo live Csa-îN-w ude et rdpse

withGod.Four times the peophe had run ioto idolatry, and four t1l
Ver. io-Arose araother generation : Godhy par. they had been opprebsed and evil.irrtreatcd by enez)d

ents are a great advarst1ge ; but tlitre is no natural descent sometimes for many years. Othniel, Ebud and Batak
of godliness. Those wbo were bora and brougbt Up in been raised by God to deliver them. Under the foutth
Canaan, amid ai the hhessings of peace and phenty, forgot pression ('by the Midianites), when the peuple «"cried
God. Does it flot hint to us of tbe benefits of trials and the Lord %" (Judges 6: 7) God raised Up Gideon.
hardsbips? No-raS.-Gideora: a "mighty man of valour,"

SERiviNG BAAL.-Ver. i î.-Served Baalimn: p!urah Ilthrougb faitis turned to flight the armita. of the ahies
ofBaal ; probably referring to various cbaracters and offices (Heb. Il - 32, 34J) He governed in Is rael forty ye.
snpposed to be possessed by him. In serving Baal they (J udges 8 . 28.) Wben called to rescue Is'ael from
indulged ina impure sports, and revels, and dances (as among 1Midianites he sent messengers to the tribes and bIt
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