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INSURANCE & FINANCE CI-RONICL.E.

THE QUEBEC FIRE ASSURîANCE COMPANY
j' il Qlieee-.

Naîîsrally, as a il alivc andc losîg-titne tesiciettt or Que
bec, tlt itely's <)Wii iiistilttiotis over ail otliter.s have a
s:s:rked iiiteresl for tue. Anîio::gst otitc*r eterprises %ve
have Olie, ait iliîsuratîce cotî:pal:y, ral:kilsg as elle of
tlte oldesi t il s huie, atl wiîiclt l:appiiv sîjhl colitlitlts
ils optritioîss %vith its old-tiitse vigorait:t coiiservatists.
î:outdec litre, aitl :niai::îaitîed isy successive gelteratoîts
of sitarehsolder., lte great nia.jority 01 whlso:t are Citi-
zeits like îît»self uf tl:e atîciel capital, it i jstst possie
ltat te fcwv ileitîs% regardu:tg lise Cotspauty NvIlcls I
litre give tîay lie a -suriprise tu tîaîsy. espc:aliy titose
of tîte youger geterallois.

it is io doubt Irise tat iii buit sentcîimntt is osit
of place, at te salnt tutuse elle sssay fiiriy ciî:: for a
homte cotpalty like tise QueblCC a1 lar;.. sitare of tise
firc business, ot Ille ground it i ss a tialîve culter-
prise, and lte mure, stceing tisaI tise Quebec just as
fssiiy, jusl as sittsfaictorily, jstst as p)rot:iptiv, îti0li te h
preseit day. lias Issifihieti ail lils oligationîs tu ils îsolicy-

lioliers. as otîter antd nto dostht larger comtpaîttes htave
(tile, but %visicis are isot native.

Ili iSi<. the Otiebec 1Pire As-surittce Comtpanyv was
estabiisied as a MIitsii l:tre Comtpanyv, but Isle NMstuil
plats sas Sots droppleti. anîdi :ti 8. wc fit:d lthe Cousi-
liaity doisig a geierai fire iutss. Ii:corporaltiot by
lte Parlialuneîst of LwrCatustia was obtat:ied Ili 1829.
wills att autitorized Capital of $I,ooo0,4eo atîid a plidclsp
capitl of $3j25,Ooo Silice tai tillte titis 01(1 Comspanly
lias cottitied te live. iii a spirit of eniligitedc cususio-
poiitaisstt, for ail Ilte dîffenitt itatiotialities were atid
conittuiiete 10be repIrstîtecl at:sotgst ils directors atid
shareitulders. Tise original list of shareitolders coi-
l:site i t q., of whitutî 48 wert! Vreisci Casiadians. At
prescssl. ot of z 27 sireitolders. 8s7 are of saite origisi,
thc othels heit:g Eîsgiisis, .Scotchs andi Iish of Isle City
and i :eigltilolitood, wilis a few res:du:tg tu forcigis parts,
iiti:eritisig tlitir sisares througi faiisily coiisssecliotss;. Il
is itstercstiu:g to look, over lte original list of sitare-
lioltders;, whics colistateti Isle inîssies of lte itost res
lxwcted anti soâ iic et of tia perioti. ani Comspare saisle
wifls tiselt! es lisI, asd ilIote Ilte freqtelita>ersc
of tis ne fatililv inss tise origintal sîsarcs iii s-,
uialiv ii1sasc brilig iteit IN' tise s.1itte fass:lv for Ilîrce

genelraitiosîs W«V selet a flew of ltuse I>esi kssiowis te-
day :-Andersonî, Asigers., Brosseit. Biiodeasi, Ciaphitt.
Cassspbeiil, Cirrnes, Cary. Casgraist. Carot:, D)emi, Dlits
ht, I)eF:ov, i k-i3!ui'; lYEshisafflaui. D)oucet, IDus
ituili, rcîosi tb osGtga, Gasrs:ea.
Ilanii.l Ilardy, Iluitt. joltes. I.eBloutillier, I.Lebaner,
Lindsayv, L.arise. Mailloux. 'Nider. Pelletier. Paradis,
Panlipalois. Prevost. Ro bitail!c. R iiiifret, Saîtipsot,
Sirpies. Tsircotte. eoî:nes tc e. tc Sisorti
alier iîiurporati.nt ini iszg. the Comillîy OI>peît.vd
ageticies ait Titrve ]Riversý. Mositril, Ki.:sgtous andi
Torotitu. -iid aI prestt thes hstihtcssiýe iii Qteblcc.
0(itio. Ilte Nu.rtiwcsî altd lise N[aritisniv Provinces.

TI'is %t.iviîg siowers of the Qs:c-iec frui tiiti lu tinte
have Iweil >teverqeiv 11%.dli r,,cirritîg cosîflagnatiolîs,
but ilîrougi the pstek andijese~a:e witici suc-

c*Sîve dlirtvelurales £Ver lsîsasifest.eti ai siscl crises, tu-
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gellier witlsth lite.icrty..supp)iort giveas by tise sitare.
lhoicers, nit difficulties we're duly surnsoulited andti Ue
Comtpanty co:ttitied in operatiot the prescrit day.
'rThe tosses of tisese conflagration years Nvere as fol-
lowvs:

1834 ... 82410(l 1854 ... 63,000
1b7... 331,000 186(a...342,000

l-0....48,000 1870. 52,XC>

F' .... 260.0wo 1876 . io. 6,ooa
1949 ...... 93-000 8881,...392,000

litiri::g its carter the Qtsebec lias wvitucssed the iuati-
gstratio:s and clisappearance of tise followitig Catiadiati
1-ire htstraîtce cotstpianies, of more or less note in their
(la) . 71, Ifnlretil FTre A4sSur. Co., théd Cili.ens, thte

R(7yî?i Caiaiian, t/te Stadaoitii, t/he Nartiotil, thte Provin-
ci, the' Othirva .-Iglicu/luira/, lin Dom,,nion, t/te Cainada
Fit ( 7 Marine, atid t/he ]E-asletrn. iow reporteil as retirixsg
frois tce field. llie original paid-tip capital was as
statel $325,000, silice wich time losses have been paid
autoultti:îg to $3,36;-000, Or, in otiser words, lte capital
lias been paid out in losses over teis limes, and tise share-
itolders received ini dividends and bouses $720,oow.
Titese figures are significatst of the work doue by the
Comîpany, andt resîsits of ils activities during tite past
77 ytirs. It is iviti reason then. atd a natural pride,
that its proprietors poinst lu the past record of the Que-
bec, it soiicititig frons te people of Ibis Domtinion, on
hoth îubitess and patriolic grotnsds, a hiberal sitare of
support aid eîîcosragensîcît.

INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE AGAIN VINIlICATBD.

We hsave isretofore refrained fromn conmmsent ispon
te bill iittroduced eariy in lthe presexst session of tise
Mlassachusetis Legisiature, for lte prohsibition of the
iîtsurance of chldren msîder len years of age by the
issdistrial life cosupasties, prcferrinig te await tise
result of tise ieugîlsy andi thorougi investigation
whici lisas Isecî guisîg 0o1 before a joit coitîe
of tise Legislaltre. Wc htave bec:: confident tisat tse
miore titorosîgi tise insvestigation tise iore entpiatic
wouid bc tise vis:dicatio:s of tise consparsies un tise eyes
of ail catîditi ii itàîrejiudicetl people. Andtive have
siot becs disappointeti, for after ail investigations lasting
for scverai weeks, in wlsicisail lte facîs astd argmnts

pos e bch presvssted by tise friensts of tise bill have
hes: produtedt andi lte side of the frieîsds of inâsilstrial
isssssasce ini issu p-escei, Isle bill wvas ovexhein-
iigiy (lefealtti4 iii tise Lower Ilouse by a vole Of 149 t0 23.

Osîr readers are sonsewisat fasiiiar -%vith thse investi-
gationls of titis saine qusestiotn, msade at two or three
différentt lusses drsring tise past twcîsly-five years bv tle
Briliit Piariiseîs, andi of tise favora ble resuits te tise
consipzttxies. Tise last of lisese investigationss was by a

s;'cciai coîtussission Of I>aIrlianseîsit, in whlsi the Rev.
UictIjasîsulil WaUgIl appearei agail)si lte sysîCnl of ciiit

iîtstra:ce. backed, rit Icast nottiaiily, byý the Bishop of
1'eterborosîgi. Tîsat inîvestigatiotn was the siost
thorosîglt ever msade, ansd i:tvolveil reports of registrars
of ieailts. corossers anti eniisent physicians, the records
of the istdsstriai comipanies antt he lestinsony of their
officiais, as weil as of nusnerosss people, who rit thse be-
gissssiisg lieid tisai lte tendency of Ille systern was te
encourage eititer criminal nieglect of insureti children


