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Ameng the Besks,

There are two kinds of libranes—
one a storehonse of knowledge, the
other a completion of the house, whose
value to the house is little more than
that of a good sidebsard—simply o
bit of ornament. If the old adage
“8how me your companions snd I'll
tell you what you are" be true, how
mauch more true is the saying ** Show
me your library and 1'll tell you what
your intellectusl training is." In this
age of the floodtide of books the ques-
tion is not so much what books we
sliould read as what books we should
avoid reading. Books hiave their rels.
tive value of life or Jeath and ehould
be so judged. ,

1 detire to speak now of good books
and their value in determining charac-
ter and life.

 They are,” says Bacon, ** the true
friends that will neither flatter not
dissemble; be you but true to yourself,
apply that which they teach unto_the
party grieved and you shall need no
other comfort nor counsel.”

Most people read too much, talk too
mueh, think too little and write too
little. You find now in many of our
universities xlz:olesaon who have
ranged through a wilderness of booke
and yet have little definite to give you.
They have retained the drift of the
book but have not digested it.

Take for instauce the works of the
Iate Brother Azarias. Any Catholic
Literary Society might profitably de
wote a whole winter to s study of them.
This is a nervous, restless, anxious
‘age desirous of reaping the harvest of
s centary from the toil-sown fields of
a decade of years, 1t cannot be done.
Patience above all is necessary to
assure solid scholarship. Turn a
man loose in & good library and let
him possess peticnce, judgment and
good taste and I will show you in time

& scholar.

The curse of American scholarship
to-day is its hurry of acquirement. Do
you know anything of the patience
which characterized the library labor
of Brother Azarias? Ask those who
knew something of his steady toil and
method of labor, D'Arcy McGee was
s highly gifted and brilliant man.
Do you know how carefully his
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