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the sea-voynage, thc Ilroughing it," ail
combine to strnaighiten out the, boN, and
allow it to regain its elasticity; and at
the same tinie, ivithout interfbrifig ivith
titis, thcy can do iiinehi for their Lord's
honor, and the salvation of precious.9ouls,
by holdin meetings, distributiug gooti
boo, paes xd tracts, and spcaking a
Ivord ivhcenever opportuuity niay oflèer.

JAS. FRIASER CAMPBELL.

LflSSONS FOR APRIL.

FIRST SABBATH.

SuB3JECT:-TiL6 7'en C'ominandmnents. Ex.
xx. 1-17.

This chapter coutains tue Ten Commaud-
meuts as given fromn M.%otint Siuai.-called lu
Deut iv., "tue ton words," <original), sud Hie
covenant, and miore couîînonly known as the
moral laie, becatîse it laya dovin robas for the
regulation of mieua iuorais for ail timne. Thli
ceremn'.ai- lawv consistcd o? orclinauces typîcal
lu their nature. ane tinîporary in their direc-
tion, and ivas abrogated hj tlie coiug o?
Christ (Heb: ix. Io3; but the moral, bt'iug
founded in the relation subsistiug between
God sud lis croaturea, ia lasting. The latter
iï both a trauscript o? tîte Divine eharacterand
an exposition of man's dutv and is deservîug
of the utmiost attention on our part. Thîis
law has neyer yet been abrogated. Sooner
shaîl lieaven and earth pass away than one
tittie of tîe conimaudients cease. Whea ire
read them or hecar tlîcni rend, ive shouid pray,

"Lord incline iny heart to keep this law."
V. 2 contains the prcface whYlose obleet la to

recail the deliverance front Egyptian bondage,
and therofore the obligation t10 keep his comi-
niaudmieuts. Lecst any slîould think that this
is pculiar to the Hebrews, ive are taught that
tlii, preface lias a voice to us, Iliat becausec
God la the Lorl nnd our God aud Redeenier,
therefore ive are buund to keop His commiand-
nieuts. In other words, becanse we have
becît delivored froin a wvorse bondage, and
tire under the mile nd authority o? tiod
equally with Isael, therefore wie are under as
strong obligation tu hcarken to aud keep (iod's
cenimandmnents.

Vie first comiimaudmneut is found in verse
3rd, whîich sets furth ftie truc objcct of wor-
Ship and forbids idoiatrv. W1'here a dutv is
coinnîanded, tue coutrziry sin is forbiddeil,
ttud whtere a sin 18 forbiddeu, the contrarv
dut-v is coniiianded.

V. 4. Thora is a clear distinction betweeu
the first and second conimandinents. The first
tells yotî whorn alone -you are to worihip; the
isecond îoic hie i,: to be wors-hippedt -viz., nei-

ther by camnai imagination nor carved imiagesq
but as Ile has appointed lu ffis word. T'he
Roman Catholic Clhureh lis leCt the whole
second commnandinent out of the Decalogue,
because it so pointedly condemns image wor-
ship, but this i3 " taking avway front this
Biook," ivlmich ;s coudenuxed in ltèv. xxii. 191
and the addition of a second commnand against
idolatry shows God's jealotiy for H-is worshiip,
aud uien's need of being catitioncd against
i<lolatry, botli civil and spiritual. (1. John
v. 21.)

V. 5. Jealous, i. e., aoigno rival.
risiting upon the clnfd1ren lias b;en objected.

to, but by retèrence tto Ezek. xxiii. vou find
that it Is- only wlîen the children uuilk in the
steps of theiirfattheis, aud that the punibhuîot-i
Is coutlned to temporal judgments.

V. 6. Vast is tlie disproportion betwveen
the works of j uctice and uîercy . Justice is

-to the third and fourth generation; inercy ti)
thousands of generations.

V. 7. In vain, i. e., uuinecessarilv. Pro-
fanitv is useless, false oatliq are here forbid-
den, and as revereuce lies at the root of rouigi-
ousness, most nocessary it is that this coin-
mand should be incnlcated. l-lov many in -
-%tances on record of the swvenror beiug- iiunisli-
cd in tlds «pf. Thoý blaspiimer or old wa.s
sentenced. Lev. xxiv. 16. If vilifying thîe
Queen la punishahie. and defaniing .a
character actiouable, 1mw mnuch, more lieinutns
anîd to be 0o10 day peishodiu iwill be fhe profit-
nation o? God'a naine, tities, attributos4, ordi-
nanîcesq, word sud %works Let the young
pause before meutioning in comîinon conversa-
tini) the dreadful Nýaine of God, and lot theni.
juin agairast profaiîiy cqually ial iuitem-
perauce.

V. 8. The fourth commandment is equally
binding with the others. It %vas wvritten ou
the tables of stone and preserved in te ark,
aud is therefore of the saine authority aud
perpetuity with the otier nine. Rernernbeir
calls attention to the institution in Gen. ii ,
before tie faîl, so that tîte ziabbath wa,, malle
for man and îîot for the Is;raelites, and ii
therefore inding upon ai meni nt ail time.
The word Sabbatlî signifies rosI. As to tlîe
kcping of the day sec Shorter Catechisni,

V. 10. Observe it is the aeventh portion of
our timie He deimandq. no inuttor wvlether it
ha reckoned on the Iirst day of the week or
on the seventh, whether in Austraîlia, wlîere
the Sabbath is ucncessar]ly on a diticrent day
froin ours hercor iii Nova Scotia; stili it isj ust
tue 3eventh portion of timie clonîanced. 'fle
day imay therefore bc chinnged; and -wQ can
allege goodl rensou in faîvour of the chiange of
tîte day, (Q. 59 SI,. Ç'at.) and yet the sancètîfi-
'mation ot the entiro Sabbath nuder the naine
otf the Lord's day (licv. i. 10>) lîolds. We
nîay consider the Siibbath as a type. Ail
tvpes- are of foul force ti11 the thing aignified
by îlîcn takes place; but te thiug ,igniified
b;%, tha Sabbath is that rost ln glory ivhich re-
niai.es for the people o? God.

N. k2. -Those countrie-s aud people titat
hiave obs.erved the Sabbatlî have prospzred;


