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But in addition to the hostile attitude of -seeL,

towa«rd sect andi of orthodoxy towvard lîere-ýy,
thiere is another far mnore fatal obstacle to thle
unin*errupted course of evangelical trutlx in
Russia. I refer to the influences ivhicli centre
iii tue great Iay procureur of the Iloiy Synod,
.M. Constantine Pobedlanosts-11' This able niai,
notwiLlhstaîîdiig a teniporary eclipse, at thie ac-
cession of tire present Czar, is stili th)e inost pow-
erful statesinan in Ruissia. Ile is tliorougbily
sincere in bis notion thiat tlie welfare of tie cin-
pire depentis upon t'te initimate connection of
Churcli anti State, and no pains are too grcat
and no0 labor is iitirout reward, whici lias for its
object the weiding together the ciosest interests
of both. Dissent front the Chiurch is, in bis
view, disioyaity to tie empire. Tie dissenter
who, eniainoreti of Luther's, doctrines, hiangs Up)
a picture of the great reformer iii bis roomn, ks
not far from hnigUp a J)ict ure of the Germait

Emperor, or fr0111 deposing taie picture of th)e
Czar.

These are iii reality M. Pobedair stsetT s vievs
more thian once expressei. Tie passionate love
whvichl this statesinan heni to biis chutrcbi is part
of the fibre of bis beirrg. In a wel*kniowni pas-
sage lie once declareti to the leaders of Mie Evan-
gelical Alliance, that it was the Russiail Cîrurceli
wliich stood for two liundrcd years between
Western E urope and the Mongolian invaders
fromn the East, tîrat if Vic East liati left its i-
press too deeply on the Iiussiaîî cliaracter, it is
hecause Russia took ujion lie, elf wliat iniglit
have destroyed Europe, anît tlra, insteaid of thre
of the Western churches sneering at thre suipposed
irîtolerance and inînîiobility of tiîeir Russian
sister, they should be filet witlî admiration at
the constancy anti fortituiffe which. lias eriahict
lier to preserve inviolate her ]rolicst traditions
and her uîîdying bopes.

Both as cburchinan and. as politician, tlîere
fore, Pobedanostseff will toierate iio deflection
froru the standards of the ortirodox faithi, anti if
-a liandf ul of peasants liere and tiere ii thie bite-
rior niaintairi tîreir riglitto liberty of conscience,
or if the Lutheran pastors of the Baltie provinces
interfere -witlî tlîe riglîts of tire Russian clergy,
or if the Romian Catholies of ]?oland atternpt any
undue assertion of tire riglîts of the Latin
Clîurcb, tlrey are onie andi ail surnmnarily
crushiet.

We can have notlîing but admiration for zeai
properly direeted and guided by discretion intq
riglit channels, but Nvhien a higilly-placcd States-
mnan, a pan of great culture anti knowi edge of
the world, thiîîks tlîat lie cani ativance the cause
of true religion by petty restrictions, by vexa-
tious irarryings of peaisanits' cottages and kid-
napping of tiîeir chultiren, by prison and stick
andi banisinent, by depriving ]itindreds of iriio
cent inen anti woinin of tlicir personal riglîts andi
privileges, by conduct, iii a %vord, wlriclî ap-

proacîres iii its ferocity tlîe methods of the Span.
ih zeadots of tire severiteenth century, wve have
ni<t.liirg but reprobation for suelia.statesmnat, we
iave iiotlring but contieniniLtion for iris princi-

pIes, and ouîr inost errtii-e syrnpatlies are -wlioily
w-ithî tlic vr-etclied victims wio for the faitî thl 1lat
is in thiier renriain undaunted iii face of tlîc
l)niests anti police %vlio iîound tlierii on to prison
anid exile.

It %vas tie foolisir notion ofrnyweliser
of Russia, tliat the persecutions wlriehlîirat dis-
graccd tlîe last years of Alexandi(er's III.'s reign
would cease under the sway of 'Nilîoias, but
sucîr Iopes have turned ont to be grountiless, and
af ter a short speil of quiet tlie jai Is are agtin, re-
ceiving tiernmore prorninient of tIre Stunidists anti
Jiaptists, anti almost every drain of prisoners
whlich crosses tire sniovs of tlIe Caucasus fromn
ilussia contains one or more representati.ves of
t liat patient ant lîeroic body of Protestant peas-
ants %vhrc> have dlotie far more for the real ativance
of Ilussi;t tîraii ail tIre sttesinen la Petersburg.

But deîîepersecution andt many a darkz clouti
on tIre horizon, tiîeoutiook in Russia, is ariytlingi
but gioomy. Eveir if Nwc abitie by tire soinewhat
uncertain test of nuinliers, thiere is everv reason
to believe that tlie Proýestarît or evangeiical
itects are increavsing. If iii one or twvo places the
Oî-tlodox Chuirch can boast that it lias eradicateti
dissent, thxere ar-e inîîunerable districts ail over
Russia whiclî now contiri isolateti bodies of
Stundists wliere ten years ago there were none.
The very dispersai of tîrese brethren miust tend
to thîcir raînit increase. Filleti %vitlî zeal for Iris
cause, tIre banislic.d inant andi bis fainily at once
start to itiaze kmiown to tlîeir nieigîrblors tMie great
trutîrs %vluiclî have donc so manch for tlieni.

Pe.rhaps no factor iii the situation is s0 impor-
taritanti far-rcacli irg as tlie extraordinairy circu-
lation of tire Seriptures, Nvblichi s cfl'eced )year
after year ii the îniighîty enipire stretcliing fromn
tire Baitie to the Pacific. Betweeîî five andi six
bundretitisanti copies of tie Word of God are
circulirteti every year iii Russia, and i Ie Nvhio
would learri whiat is being actually done in
bringirîg tlie Gospel to tire people of Russia liras
<iily to stady tire deeply intcresting reports of
thre agents of tire Britishi andi Foreign B3ible So-
ciety anti tIre réport of tire Russian Society for
Circulatiîrg in:e Scriptiîres. Fromn ail parts of
tlIe litige cora.try tIre colporteurs of tliese socie-
tics irreet wvizli erîcotragenient.

Lt is irot mereîy in the tovnis anti cities tîrat
tis work is being done. We reat of hîidreds
of copies being distributed in a village, of the
peasants on steanîboats sitting aIl day long, reati-
ing tire Gospel,,, of eriployers buying copies for
tIroir workmneu, anti oflicors for tircir :soldiers.
Tire %vriter of thIs article lias seen tire colpor-
teurs at tîreir '%vork, anti moro titan once lias
noticeti tire tears st3rt to the eyes of great rougit
fellows as they becanre possesseti for tIre flrst
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