
129

light. coioured or white ; not unfrequentiy stalactitic nmarkings inay be
scen in a transparent base.

Lt is a pity that our Agates, which have been so lavishly distributed
over the Dominion, beautiful in their niaturai colours, should be
ignored for the more spurious and gaudy articles imported, and j)arned
off on tourises and others at the Lake Superior and Niagara resorts as
Canadian. Ihese Agates corne l)rifcipaily from Drazil and India, and,
according to some atithors, may be recognized from the Gernian by
being water worn, whereas the German are generally coated externally
with delissite. They are, however, ail eut iii Gerrnany, and after being
polishied are steeped iii ail,. and finally boiled in suiphuric acid, by
which process they are often converted froîn the pure white Fortifica-
tion Agate to the black Onyx with its white concentrie rings. This is
caused by the oil entering the more porous portions of the stone and
then being ca rbonizr-d by the sulphuric acid.

Onjv.-'1'isvariety is found occasionally, at the Agate localities
before nmentioned, and differs only fromn that mninerai by it., colours
being arranged in parailet layers, which are either black, brown, red,
yeiiow, etc., striped so as to exhibit aiternate colours, arranged likec a
sandwich, it is then termied Sardonyx. Howcver, rarely more tha-n two
colours are seen in the importeci stones It is on this particular
minerai that sonie of the finest rnasterpieces of art are still preserved in
sonie of the European niuseurns. A niarvellousiy fine antique Sard-
oynx Canmeo of five strala, reprtsenting the hust of Fatistina, wvas said
ta have bcen sold at the sale of the cifects of the -Marquis of Dree for
7,000 francs.

W\e often hear froni jewellers and others of the " Oriental Onyx.>
This naine enhasices its value considerabiy, and yet these arc identical
with the (3ernian stanes, and as there is every reason to suppose thant
the saine process coloured the sto.-es from India as those fromn
Germany, their quaiity and translucency is identical, and more particu-
]arly as no lapidary or jeweiler can tell one from the other, why should
there be an)' difference ?

Sonie fine Onyx pebbles were hrought from Q;;een Charlotte
Island, B.C., ly the 'Marquis of Lorne. Thcy were of a pale yeiiowish
colour striped with white. But perhaps the finest specirnens of this


