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our hoast, we do not, we caunot, recognise any
ceclesiastical body, that would due 10 rule over
Gorl’s heritage, ‘This power must®abide with those
who have o legitimate right to it,

Contmunications.

The Spiritual Wolfare of the Churches.

-—

To the Editor uf the Christiun Obscrrer,

We do carnestly eall upon those men who iflu-
ence their respective Associations, those delesates
from the different Chnrches, and the ditlerent

Me. Epiros—Through the columns of the, Churches themselves, to engage heartily, and per-
Obszrver, will you present to the Raptist denomin. ! Severingly with Gad, that he ight so influenceus
stion in Canada West, a fow suggestions relative ] it 2 matier of such vital importance as ‘0_!”“"’ no
to the spiritual well being of that body, [ am doubt as to the course to b'e pu‘rsuml. ‘how that
particulary anxious you should do so 3 in view of 2rd ministers of owr order in this Province are lo.d
the approaching amual ascociations.  Where | 10 mgel. for mntual good 1o themselves. 2nd their
everything relating to the prosperity of the differ- '_reqwch\'n.(‘h:xr.\;cs, why may not § s very nnpor-
ent Churches, should share a conspicions part jn | 120t question be mooted. ¢ What can be done to

the prayerful deliberations of those bodies,

I may expose myselfto the charge of cgotism}
while I inake the announcement, that I feel deeply !
interested in the spiritual welfure ol our beloved)
Zion. In many places wher: Cunches are located, s
they ate entirely dustitute of the mmustry of the,
word, (at least of therr own onder,)  Tuts desliius
tion arising from the want of means to sustun the s
gospelamongst them.  The results are, some go
back to the world, some jom other relisious bodzes, !
while some churches become wvisible, 1t 15 al
glorious fact thut the Church of Chnsi(Catholic) §
cannot fuil ; but individual churches have failed.
Witness the seven Asimtic Chusches, the many
Churches in Burope and Africa, yea we'nnght o dd
many of the North American Churches: once
flourishing but now no longer visible. ¢ Thy ser-
vaats think upon their stoues, and 1t piticth then
to see them in the dust.”

Churches should be strictly conservative bodies
asit regards the doctrines and the ordinances of
Christianity ; and hence the desirableness of uni-
formity, Butin the Divine cconomy, in the ap-
pointment of the ministry, * he gave some Apostles,
and some Prophets, and some Evangelists, and
some Pastors,and Teachers; for the perfecting of
the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ.”>?

Now we want for our Baptist Churches™in this
Province, 2 modifyed system of itinerancy.  First,
that all our ¢fficient brethren in the minisiry, should
have an opening to excercise their proper gift from
Christ.  And secondly, that no Church viay be en-
tirely destitute of their own ministers 3 this is aot
the time, nor the place, 1o enter upona plan which
might recommend itsclf'to the notice of the Churchies
and the Associations in general.  But this sketch
is intended to call forth such views from minister-
ing and lay brethren, as shall call into action such
remedial measures, as shall effectiial remove the
evils of which we complain,

Uatil the Churches in this Province, become so
consolidated as to be able to sustain their respec-
tive pastors, until the members shall have increas-
ed from 12and 20 to 50 and 60. When iastead
of contributing 20 or 30 dollars for the support of
the gospel ; they will be able to sustain their min-
ister, with-evena tolerable support.  Till then, let
those weaker Churches besupplied with aminister ;
once 2 fortnight,or once amonth. These hints,
are no way intended to interfere with the indepen-
dence of the Churches; which isour glory, and

better the condition of our denomination threugh-
out the Province 1?

In conclusion, I desire to say that if the above
remarks should call fusth abler mmds to write on
this subj.ct, soas to arause the energies of the Bap-
tist body in Canada, I will regorce and give God the
glory, but af any indis idual should deentit hes duty
to vepudiate a plan to better the spintual condition
ofour people, I take this opportumity once for all

that I shall rewd and weigh is remaiks; but res-

pectfully dechine any collision which might cause;

viction is now fully confirmed, by the arrange
ments of the Crown Land Department,in deciding
to scll there one million of acres of land for the
support of common schools, according to the pro-
visione of M, Price’s school brll,

In the beginning of the month of Angust, last
year, I went up to the Sound, in company witk
brother McDougall, at our own charges; and we
were gone better than four weeks: and although
brother McDougal was taken sick, and had to be
attended by a doctor, we had a very agrceable
visit with the people of Sydenhiam and the adjoining
country.  We preached in the Methodist meeting-
bouses o the Sabbaths, and lectused on Tempe-
rance on the weeK-day evenings, Sydenham is 2
rising little town, and has a safe harbour during
all winds, and will in tifty years bea busy, popu-
lous place, ‘Thelandon the Garrafraxa road, leads
ing fzom thesouth, is not so ood as other parts both
cast and west. A new road is being made from
Sydenhim to the mouth of the River Saugeen,
stniking Lake Huron, where another harbour and
port s about to be made. If the government act
wisely m selling the nullion of acres of school land
by keeping out of the hands of land sharks and
axing itat a low rate 1o actual settlers they may

z breach of chutity.  May the God whose we are, | Make that part of the Province a very fine country,
and whomn we profess 1o serve m the gospel of lis| capabicof supporting a large indepeadent popula~
Son. come and make the way plan before onr face,, Bo.

revive his ¢ work in the mudst of the years, and n
wrath rgnember merey.”
WM. FREEMAN.
DBeacheille, Tth April, 1851.

MISSIOR AT OWEN SOUND, &o.

To the Edilor of the Christian Observer.

. Woobstock, Jpril 19, 1831.
Dear Brorurr,—I awm happy to hiear you have

We found inthe Town of Sydenham, and vicinity
about sixtecn Baptist people most of them bhaviug
credentials of good standing and neatly all of them
having families. I would have removed to the
Sound last fall in preference to settling at this place,
but the heal » of my wife had completely failed.
Some of my triends thought I was too old "for the
tush, and bush labour, I came here when clder
Landon started for Jamaica, and find the people to
be very kind indeed, and ready to do auy thing for
usthey can do,  Affliction has been iny lot during
the greater part of the winter, as well as my part~

no back numbers of the Observer. Last churchiner. 3:lder Landon has regained his health, and is

meeling at this place, I biought before our friends
the duty devolving on them to support your jour-
nal, and, I am happy to say, there was a cordial
response.  The list of subscribers is not yet made
out, rcady for present transwmission, but will be
during next week,

I want, once more, to appeal to the Baptist
churches in Wesiera Canada, respecting the station
for a mission at Owen Sound, so frequently men-
tioned in our public meetings and religious trans~
actions. At our last meeting of the churches, be-
longing to the Grand River Association, a commit-
to¢ of three persons was appointed to look outa fit
minister 1o be sent as a missionaty to that region of
country, to be supported for two years by speciat
subseription. A dceputation engaged to visit the
region, consisting of Elders Duncan and Cleghom.
The committee consisted of Deacon Beam, and
brethren Charles Kitchen, and A. Sheater. The
deputation did not go up owing, I think, to the
failure of Elder Duncan’s health, I hadoften said,
that ifno effort was made by the churches, 1 would
goup and visit the country on the shore of the
Georgian Bay ; as I was impressed with the full
conviclion that it is destined to become one of the
most important parts of our Province. That con-

1 bouring in the City of Kingston, Jamaica, with the
church formerly under the care of Mr. Tinson ; he
is happy and useful.  Sometking must be done for
Owen Sound right off, without any further delay.
There is land reserved for 2 Bagtist Chapel, in a
good situation which, at the upset price fixed by
Government, may easily be purchased. I have
engaged to beg money to pay for the lund, and one
of the Baptist men there, a New Brunswicker willy,
put upa good Mecting House fifty by thirty feet,
and finish all butthe painting for 600 dollars, pews
and all. I hope Dcacon Beam and some others of
our rich friends will see to have the House put up
as soon as possible.

Ihada letter, & few weeks ago from Elder
Fraser, formeily of Breadalbane in Glengary, whois
at presentliving in the Townahip of Kincardine, on
Lake Huron Shoze, thirty miles north of Goderich,
who contemplates moving from the place where
henow 1s to some one more eligible for gospel use.
fulness.  He can preachin the Gxlic ongue and
it is propable the country lying between Nottawa-
saga Bay and Lake Huron will in future years
recave thousands of Highlanders, as the region is
suited for them exactly. I have pressed him to

go forthwith to Owen Sound, and form a chusch



