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wbich stands in the midst of the Para-
dise of God." This, he said in sub-
stance, is a figurative expression, sym-
bolical of the condition of man living
his truc life, the life of ob2-dience to
the manifestations of God's wili irn bis
soul ; bis condition flot only in the life
hereafter, but in the life that is present.
If wc do flot experience a bcavenly
happincss even whiie here on earth the
fault is ours. M\,an is a threefold being,
physicai, intellectual and spiritual.
Tlhe full dcvelopment of each makes
him symmnetrical, and consequcntly
happy, because lic is as God intended
hirn. There is flot a propensity in his
nature, or talent in bis possession, but
is God-given, and therefore good, and
ail cvii cornes fromn their misuse. By
disobedience Adamn fell and by dis-
obedience we fali. Ail cvii, ail dissipa-
tion, ail crime, ail voiuptuousnc-s, ail
covetoubness, ail sufféring, even physi-
cal, is brought about by disobedience.
Ail good cornes, and is fromn God : ail
ei1 that has beci and is in thc world
to.day is brought about by the fault of
man.

We hear people say, "I1 cannot keep
from drinking," " I cannot keep from
getting angry." They tell the truth,
for they cannot of themselves ; 1' y
grace yc arc saved through God."
1' Flow shall 1 get fino this saving con
dition ?" bas been the earnedt cry of
many a sin wearied soul. XVhen th),
soul is convinccd of sin corne under
the power of that conviction and dweil
under the swvect influence of saving
grace operating in thy heart. And
when wc have a portion of this good-
ness in ourseives let us strive to influ-
ence others to go)d. If we atternpt to
go to Ilcaven alone 1 doubt if we will
ever get there.

,1is is the ovcrcoming that will give
us to cat of thc tree of life, or make us
to enjoy happincss, in this life, and eter-
nai bliss in the life to corne.

Aftcr a pause of silence John J. Cor-
neli arcsc witF the question, "XVhat
nriakes a Christian P" Does the
acquiescence to this or that doctrine or

dogma make onc a Christian ; or sub-
scribing to sorne catechism ; or enrol-
ling one's name on some church record ;
or bclieving in certain doctrines ; or
dEifying the man Jesus and placing
one's faith in himi as Lord ? It is said
that the devils believe and tremble.
Let us look over the history of man
wherc these tbings have poscd as
religion. We hear anathernas huricd
against those who differ in thought ;
ive flnd bitter persecution to, be rife ;
ive sec rivers of blood flow in the name
of Christianity. Can these things be
in accordance witli the will and wish of
Hirn vhomn they cail Lord and Master
and recognize to be the founder of their
faith ? No; ir.is self evident that these
things cannot make men Christians.
XVhat then can ?

" If any man shahl dcny hirnseif,
take up bis cross and foiiow me," saith
the Christ in Jesus, ',lie will be my dis-
ciple."

" Denying self " is thc kceping and
dressirg al! the trees of the garden;
represcnting ail the propensities, appe-
tites, desires and passions of the hurnan
heart. This wili give him enough to
do wit bout sccking to, assume the place
of God in directing the course of an-
other. Each soul is dcsigned to, be in-
dependent, in regards salvation, from
ail others, but wholly dependent upon
its Creator.

1'Taking up thc cross daiiy " means
continuai watchfuiness even unto
prayer.

&'Foiow mce" means obeying the
Christ, or the inspeaking voice of (3od.

J esus set up no new form ; be enun-
ciatcd no crced ; gave forth no cate-
chism. lie did utter a new command-
ment, " Love one another." This was
to be the badge of discipicslîip, and as
a trce is known by its fruits so rnay a
Christian be known by the love be
manifcsts. 1'hesc things will be cvi-
dent if we arc living the Christian life.
\Ve wili "add to our faith, virtue ; to
virtue, knowlcdgc ; to knowlcdge, tem-
perance ; to tcrniperance, patience ; to,
patience, godlincss ; to godlincss


