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Independence of character or seIf-reliance, our next classification,
receives clelicate and yet unmistakceable appreciation.

IBetter," wve are told, Il one's cabin anci goat's inilk than
another's castie," Issfear bot/tait agus butanie goitt>- na caisteai daine
cite. Than this a wvho1e treatise on the subject could flot better
convey the truili.

IlTrotting after the g~re at istepors rnircl-incr "l Sdar

ziudiadma h/u(isi/e, soda>- is I siaraige a>- bit. As a shot at sycophancy,
the effectiveness of this must readily be recognized. 1-ere is another
shot ai the sanie target-'' 'Tis a slobbery road, the road to the bi-
hou se. " Bhona Il'uacaa steamna an tîg mor.

In sharp cont.rast to this trucl<ling to the so-called great, is the
wvay of honest toit and self- dependence, of wvhich terse and telling
appreciation is offered in the sayings, Il Better be tired than be
dead," Iss lear>- beit /uzrseac na beit ma-b/z: and Il Do it once and
'Uis done forever, " Dca>- aon 11(1»' amain ae agiis ta shae dcanago do.

Conversely, the truthl underlying these proverbs is put iii the
cutting references to procrastination and indolence wvhich ive fi.nd in
the mouths of the people and whirh show that those who have
incorporated themn in their proverbial philosophy cannot be the im-
provident and lazy race %vhich some ob!servers wvould have us believe.
Here are a few samlples."

IlYou %vill do it wvhen the ct'ckoo builds its n'-sl."-.Dcaiiazd lt
ac nui> (Z dhcarlaz an czc ncad. Il Listen to the sound of the river
and youlIl cat ch fisi. "-Ezst te /umna h*-ab/wzagaýfis geophazrbrcalc.
"6 W\h;tt's put off wvill be put off."-Aii stîd a thiciadh z blzad t/id

"The wvindy day is not thie day of thle scallops, "IW. 'tac la za.
gaoi/c ta na siro/b." I this salviing, (.ne perhaps of the most familiar
of proverbs aniong the peasantry, there is packced a good deal of the
wvisdoni born of' bitter experience. 0f' a. fine calrn day, Mvhen tlie sea
near-by is as pliicid as a slîeltered pool mine nîay easilv happeii on an
old mnan seated in sonie sunny spot cutti ng into barbed lengîhls the
pliant wvillow or hazel rods out of which is made tlîe scallop or bond
for the iliatchi, Mien tlie latter is hein- freshly laid or needs addition-
al strengthening in thie stress of tlie gales iliat blotv coastwards, t'ou
wvon.ler at tvhat seenis superfinous precaution, but if you ask him for
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