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niglit under the ivatchful eye of a meniber of the houseliold, in
bonour of the visiting Babe. We are ail acquainted with the
Christmnas triec and its traditions, wliose orngin is clairned by both
France and Gerrnany.

In no country lias there been more frivolity at Christmas time
than in England. The spirit of the courts at this particular feast
was magnificent. Young and old, riell and poor, wçere al welcome,
and whatever distinction there nlay be at othier tirnes, a,11 were
equal on that day. Jocund guests filled the halls, and with mnins-
trels, gleemen, harpers, pipe-players, jujý,glcrs and dancers around
the big fires there w-as no limit te, the merriment. In 1016 King
Canute's cclebratio± lasted for twelve days, but before flie King
entercd i-uto the inedley hee had presents sent te ail the religious
houses and comforts; of the customarýy nature sent to, ail the poor
w-ho, could not coine. Froîn the earliest days people looked to the
wants of the poor, as at no other season of the ye..r are they so
keenly feit, and never ivas it l -wn a stranger te be turned £rom
the door. But -heu the rcfined Normans caine te, England the
coarse -voracit.y and drunkenness of their Saxon and Danish friends
disappearcd, and w-ith banquets, delieate rather than abundant,
and w-mes reniarkable rather for thcir exquisite tastes than for
theïr intoxicating peinera, Christmas -as celebrated.

If w-e tread the path of ages a remarkable fact reveals itself,
that not oniy the birth of Christ took place on Christînas day, but
that soine of the most notcd events cf history oecurred on its
anniversary. Charlemagne, one of the greatest of Catholie laynien,
w-as crownued Enîperor of Rome on Christmnas day. 'When Alfred
the Great w-as in the midst of the Christmxas: festivity the Danes
beca-ne masters of bis kiugdonx. On Christînais day Williamn the
Conqueror -%vas crowned King of England. Ring John I. signed
tlic Magna Charta w-hile the feast was in operation, and on Christ-
mas day the first national parliament c£ England w-as sumnioned.

]3y a beautiful arrangeIment aise, derived froni days cf yore,
the Christmas festival net only comînemorates the announcinent
of the religion of peare and love, but it has been nade the season
of gathering togetiier cf fainily connections,--of calling baek tic
ebildren of a faînily w-ho have lauiinched forth in life and wandercd
widely asuuder once more to sit arouxîd the spar.,ling yule-log,


