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aork did not secularize him or dull the keen
cdge of his spiritual life,. Onthe contrary
as his years and work increased ha grew in
plety. Amidst the sufferings of the closing
weeks of his life he was sustalned by the
hope which maketh not ashamed and re.
jolced in the near prospect of jolning the
higher fellowship of the spirits of the just
made perfect, and above all of belng in the
immediate presence of the Saviour he so
long and faithfully served. He died ina
good old age and fell asleep in Jesus. His
memory will long be cherished by the Pres.
byterlan Church in which, at least as much
as any other of its ministers or members, he
wlelded moulding, controlling and healthfal
loflaence. Nor by Presbyterians alone will
bis memory be cherlshed. He loved and took
adeepinterest in the whole Church of God in
every land, His was atrue Catholic spirit
M=) and his name vill be honoured by all who
ﬁ koew him and who value genu'ne OChrls-
kY4 tian worth,

y 7HHE "'ANADA REVUE 1UDGMENT.

BY Rbve JOHN LAING, -2 L.

The public have had before them for
more than 2 month Mr. Fillatreaults appeal
for aid in bringing his sult by appeal against
the judgment of the Superlor Oourt of Que-
bec, before the Law-lords of the Imperlal
Privy Council, Surely the Protestants of
¥ Quebec and Ontario will readily find for
bim tke two thousand dollars required, or
even four thousand dollars should that be
g oecessary.  The question at stake concerns
our civil iberty. As Mr, F, says, “ Thisis
 the second time that our courts have pro-
N claimed that there is something over and
R above clvil law, and that such supreme
power Is the ecclesiastical power,”

The Hon. Justice Archibald’s judgment
dissenting from the majority of the Supreme
R Court was published at length in the

Montreal Gazelle, of November 27th, Itls
3 long, and many of the grounds on which the
judgment rests are given in French. The
general public, therefore, will not find time
to read the whole paper, important as it is,
but the argument without the grounds may
be useful in helping Mr. F. a his appeal
The following is, we think, 2 fal: summary of

it:

The plaintlff is the corporation of La
Canada Revue, the defendent Monseigneur
Fabre, Archbishop of Quebec. On 11th
November, 1892, the Archbishop issued a
“ mapdement,” which was read in the
churches of the Province, forbidding any
one in any way to assist In printing, selling,
circulating or reading the Revze, The con-
% sequence was that *‘the publication of this
circular absolutely ruined the plaintiff.”
For the ruin thus inflicted damages are
sought. The plea in defence is, that it is
the duty of the defendant to protect his
*diocesans’ against the reading of books
and periodicals, which he judges to contaln
doctrines contrary to the obligations and
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church ;
and that in this matter his jurisdiction is
exclusive und independent of the civil tribu-
pals.” On this the judge rematks : ** If this
clause Is to be interpreted to mean that the
relations between the Caurch and its mem-
bers are for the decision of ecclesiastical
authority aloae, I can not accept that doc-
trive. Thea Crown is the fountain of justice,
and there is oo matter concerning which the
subject shall be denied judgment and re-
ferted for justice to any other than the
soverelgn has ordained to administer
justice.” Bnt he adds *with respact to
matters concerning faith and doctrine, or of
a splritual character the conrts .will nct in.
terfere to declare that wrong, which the
proper ecclesiastical authority, acting both
lo matter and form, infra vires, has declar-
ed right, unless the act complained of be so
wich without colour of right as to induce
the conviction of bad faith, or anless express
{ malice be proved.”

! He next asks (1) was-the mandement
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wntra wres ; 2) lfso, was it conformed to
the requirements of Canor law necessary to
glve jurisdiction? He then says the inten-
tion of the mandement was to inflict pun.
ishment by the complete suppression of the
journal, Now, ‘‘the publication of the
journal Is, as in itself, perfectly «egal . . .
and objectionakle to the Church only be-
cause of certaln articles which had appeared
therein.” Hence he contends ¢ the defend-
ant has imposed upon the plaintiff a tempor-
al penalty, viz., cessation from his busl.
ness, and all the pecuniary loss which that
would iavolve,” etc. °Then comes the
question; *‘ Has the defendant the jarls

diction to do, as he has done, ander the
Canons of the Church?” The offense *‘ was
nut against religlon, or against falth or doc

trine,™ but *“the persistence of the plalatiff
in publishing scandals relating to the mem-
bers of the clergy.” But “fair criticlsm of a
person occupying a public position is not an
offence against the civil law, . . . We
have a free Churchin a free State—not that
the Church 1o any sense exercises a sover-
eign power. There is only one fountain of
justice, that is the Sovereign ; and when the
ecclesiastical authority adininisters the laws
of the Church . , . the law will
assums that justice has been done, provided
that thers be no evidence of malice,” that is,
in questions of religion, men may ¢ bind
themselves to ablde by the declsions of such
persons as may be given authority in the
matter in all questions of faith and doctrine.
But as the civil authority will not infringe
upon the province of the eccleslastical,
neither must the eccleslastical be permitted
to infringe on that of the temporal.” Again
a bishop is limited in the exercise of his
power by Canon law, But there is no
evidence that “ Canon law prevailed in Can-
ada before the cession of 1763, or that the
Roman Catholics of the Province bave
agreed to be bound by any rule which would
prohibit them . . . from publishing
iust and fair accounts concerning the con-
duct of a priest, as well as concerning any
other citizen, within the limits allowed by
the law of the land.” Again * we have al-
ready seen that, under the “ Canon law, asit
exists in this Province, no such right ” (as to
issus the mandement) ‘¢ exists in the bishop,
He is administrator, not legislator.” Again .
« The suppression of a journal is an expro-
priation without compensation, which is il-
legal both by the law of England and of
Canada. It lis a deprival of a citizen of his
property by administrative action, and with-
cut due course of law, and is a breach of one
of the most constitutional guarantees which
limite the sovereiga power.” To sum up,
the conclusions are: ‘¢ (1) Pablication of
fair reports of the immorality of priests not
being against the civil law, ard not belog
forbidden by any Canon law that governed
the Galiican Church, or that has been prov-
ed to have besn assented to by the Cath-
olics of Lower Canada, cannot be made a
<in or a cause for deprivation of sacraments
by mare order of a bishop. (2) A bishop
cannot under any Canon law in forcein the
Province of Quebec forbid the faithful to
publish or to help in the publication of a
journal under pain of the deprivation of
sacraments. (3) The defendant bas not
complied with the formalities required by
Canon law, or with such as are required as
essential to the administration of justice.”
On thing more is argued, viz, that in 1763
according to the treaty, the profession of
the worship of their religion was secured
to the inhabitants of Canada * as far as the
l2ws of England permit it.” But the lawsof
Eungland never did and do not now permit
any interference with the liberty of the
press. And both in France and England
sloce A.D. 1881 and 1693 respectively the
press has been free. The judgment thus
-concludes : .

« Byt shall the Church have a wider-right
than the State? Shall the Church suy.thnt
shall not be done which the State says may
he done, and that ia relation to temporal
matters |

PRESBYTERIAN

“ It is trlte to quote the very foundation
of our constitutional system, and yet It ap
pears to me to have been so clearly violated
In this matter that I must refer to it:
‘ Nallus liber homo caplatur vel Iimprison
atur aut aliquo modo destrustur nisi per
legale judiclum parlum suorum vel per
legem terrae.’ Such are the words which
the Sovereign addresses to his people {n the
great charter. Such are the puositive
assurances which he givesthem. In this
case the plalatiff has seen his property ruln-
ed, has been deprived of the right to con
tinue a lawlul buslness without any form of
law whatever, without any charge, withoat
ang opportunity ot being heard. And shail
oot the Sovereign—in fulfilment of that
solema pledge, acting by the judges whom
she has appointed — cause the plamnuff
to be indemntfied for the wrong which he bas
suffered at the defendant’s hands. But it 1s
said that the only effect of the mandement
is to prohibit Catholics from publishing the
journal, and not to suppress It altogether.
Even if that were so, the rights of Catholics
to the protection of the civil law, concerning
matters of a temporal nature, are just as
strong as those of any other religion. Cath-
olics cannot be deprived of their temporal
rights by the exercise of ecclesiastical in-
timidation; nor can they be deprived of their
rights, as members of the Catholic Church
in comsequepce of having performed acts
lawful under the law of the land, and not
forbldd;n by the law of the Church. I am
of opinion, then, that the judgment cught to
be reversed, and that plaintiff ought to re-
ceive damages.

 As to the amount of damages, I would
say that the damages proved are large, al-
though I do not agree that they should
amount to a capital which would produce an
interest equal to the annual profit, which is
proved at $3,000, because that profit is not
earned without labor, and it may be assum-
ed that the labor, turned in some otker di-
rection, would, at least, partly recoup the
loss. The capital stock of the company
amounted to $10,000. This investment
seems to have been earning a fair profit, and
it bas been completely destroyed. I am of
opinion to grant damages at $10,000.”

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

HAMILTON: Met on Jaouary 21st, steps
were taken towards transternng the congregation
of Dethi to the Piesbytery of Pans. Rev. Dr.
Dernny, of Scotland, was nominated for the chai
of Apologetics aud Church History in Knox Col-
lege, and Rev. Dr, Robinson, of Princetoa, N. J.,
for that of Old Testament Literatare. The Young
People’s Societies within the bounds were organ-
ized presbyterially. A proposal was cousidered
to reunite Alberton with Ancasterin one charge.
The remit from General Assembly anent reduced
Eelprisemation was disapproved. -JOHN LaIneG,

erk.

STRATFORD * This Presbytery met at Strat
ford within Knox Church, on the 14th inst., Mr
W. W. Craw 1n the chair. Dr. Geo. L. Robin-
son, now of Orange, N.J., was aumimateu for ihe
vacant chair of Old Testament Litera are acd
Exegetics in Knox College : and Mr. Gandier, of
Fort Massey Church, Halifax, was nominated for
the chair of Apologetics and Church History, also
vacant in Knox College. The Rev. Prof. Gordun
was oominated to the moderatorship of the next
General Assembly. The remit from Assembly
auent reduction of the representation of Presby-
teries in the Supreme Court was considered. The
Presbytery agreed to recommend a reduction of
the representation, from {th, asnow, to Y'h, of
the members on Presbytery 1olls.  Mi. Diumm
Convener of Committee Y. P. S. S., was left to
arrange for a convention of Y.P.S.S.. under the
auspices of the Presbytery at what time should
scem best tv him, The consututivn of Y.F.S.5.
was order to be printed and circulaled. W. M.
McKinniNs, Clerk

The students of the Presbyterian College,
Montreal, held a most enjoyable conversazione on
the 17th ult., about 700 ‘guests being present.
The guests were received by the Rev. Dr. and
Mrs. Campbell and Rev. Dz, and Mrs. Wardeo.
The college buildings presented a charming ap.
pearance, on every hand being graceful festoons of
bunting, and, together with the bcautiful oil
paintings which adorned the walls, makinga
very picturesque scene, In the Dawid Morrnice
Hall Ratto’s orchestra disoursed sweet music,
while solos were supg by Messrs. Rice, Duquette
and Morison, and Mis. Emeley, entertained the
company with a couple of readings. The whole
of the buildings were thrown open for inspection
and refreshments were served in the beautiful
dining hall. Amoog those present were repre-
seotauves of the leading Presbytetian familics of
the city aod wisinity. The students are to be
ceogratuiated on  the success of ‘one of the best
conversaziones ever held in Montreal,
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BY REV. A, J. MARTIN, TORONTO.

keb. s6ih | THE QREAT HELPER
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xxxin. Ao Py Ixxxix. 1-29, S, Ps. Ixxxix. 30-
52, OSw. Heb. v, 145 v. 14,

There are umes 1o every nie when our need
vl a belperss very surungly reahized. Thete s
uut a mument vl vut hives wheu we do aut aced
o hieipes, even Jiough we may nut tealize vut need.
Tadecd, we learn from Gud's Waid, and wur ¢a
perience vutfivms its irath, that it is only when
we are weak 'hat we are strong , only whenkonow
ing our weaknees and helplessness, we seek our
belp in H'n, whom God has given as our Great
Helper. It was that He might be thoroughly
qualified to help us in our every ueed, that Jesus
was made like untous. It is well for us thenif we
have learned that He s our helper, and to
cume with boldaess uniwu the throne of grace,
thal we may teceive grac. for help in every time
uf deed. Ia this sevoenih chapter Luke hasgroup
ed tugether a series of 1acidents, each independ
ent of the other, and yet all alike illustrating
Christ's power to help. The verses of our lesson
cover two of thee incidents, illustrating Christ's
power to help, which are distincily different
in kind, one from the other, yet which, taken
together, suggest a most important lesson fur
us to leatn about our Helper. We see in the
firstuncident that jesus helped because He was
asked to do so, or that ¢ Jesus helps in answer to
prayer,” 1n the second, Jesus was not asked to
belp, but when He saw the widowed mother
weeping alungside the bier of her son, He was
moved through love for her to restore her son to
life, from which we learn that ' Jesus helps us be
cause He loves us.”

I. Jesus Helps in Answer to
Prayer.—This Centunion was 2 Gentile by
bitth, but one who had come to koow and to love
the God of the Jews. He had shown his regerd
for the true God by building a house where Hi.
people could meet to worship, e was a man of
faith. To convince us of this we do not need even
the words of the Master—*' I have not found so
great faith, no, oot in Israel.” The act of the
man io sending to Christ was a mark of faith,
His humility in not daring to come himself, but *n
sending othets to ask that as a matter of grace
this wunderful healer will comeand heal hisservant
hishumility in strivingtosave Jesus all unnecessaty
trouble, his clear grasp of the fact that Jesus had
power and authority over all the forces of the
universe, even as he (the Centurion) had over the
soldiers under hus charge all these and other thiogs
show us the kind of prayer which calls forth the
help of Tesus. If we have a consciousness of our
need, a conviction that Jesus can and will help us,
and the thought that ot His help we are unworthy,
but that it must come to us of graoe, then we can
ask wiith every cunfidence that Jesus wiil help as.
Iidoes nut fulluw that Jesas will heal our sick
friends, or even vurselves when sick, even though
we ask Him to do so. Our asking should always
recognize that He koows best, and that the very
thing we ask for we are willing to have denied us
if He in His wisdom sees that to deny our petition
is the best thing for us.

II. Jesus Helps Because He Lioves
Us.—Thne widow wasa stranger 10 Humas faras
we know. But her grief, and the sudness of her
lonely condition appealed to the heart of Jesus,
and therefore He stopped the bier and called back
the dead son to life.  Now, besides showing us
the ommpotence vf Jesus' help—that He s Kiog
over death—and that ail the more so that He has
Himself continued under the power of death only
to break tbat power forever—besides I say show-
ng us the omnipotence of Jesus to help this
second incident furnishes us with thestrongest en-
couragement to ask Him to help us. Why
should we ask Jesus to help us? What chim
have we upon Him ? \What plea can we urge as
a ground for our approaching Him? There is
waly one that will give as confidence and make as
strong to draw aear, and that is that He loves
us. Itis not for our worth, it is notin return for
our services, it is not for anything that is in us
bat only because of the love that fills His hear

for us that He is our Helper, With what bold
ness! with what confidence ! with what full as
surance of the help we need should we ask, then
that He will help us in every circumstance, ard
that His mighty power may be put forth for the
salvation of our dear oncs, and the upbuilding
of God’s people.
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