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'Rlotes ot tbe ?<Week.
teWriting in the Tinies on the ccitrover.qy over

treligious question in the London Schoil Board,
Rev. Dr. Parker says that the straighitiorvard and
consistent course for Nonconiormists is te insist
that literary education may be given by the State
and that religions education must bc cgiven by the
cliurches.

Itis an interesting inquiry. Fram vhat occupa-
tiolis in lufe are the ranks of the ministry chiefly
recruited ? The Student's Handbook ai McCor-
mick Theological Scminary contains the names ai

~two hundred tudents. In the lst showing the
f atlier's cccupat ion, 83 ai them appear as farmiers,
i31 as miriSterS, 23 as morchants, wxhile the rest are
-~scattering, lawyers and physicians being 3 oach.
The average age ai the students is about 26.

Non-partisan public service-office for ability,
faithfuiness, and sikill -is sa well established ini
Great Britain, that ai the i125,000 mon and the
16,ooo xx'amen in the postai service, there is not
one whose ton ure ai office can ho affected by any
political change. Tho postmaster-peneral belongs
Io the administration, and, ai course, goos out xith
his paty. but nat one ai his subordinates is affect-
cd in the ieast by the change. " What a happy
thing" says an American Exchangeo" it xould be if
the same .. .- truc oi this country."

reThe Young Men's Era Ptiblishing arnp&ny

sociation Buildings." It xiii cantain illustrations
of ail the more important Y. M. C. A. buildings, the
date af dedication, cost ai building, dimensions,
cost oi lot, and if the gift ai one individual the
namne ai the donor, population ai the city in xvhich
situated at the time ai dedicatioli ; and much other
information xhich xiii be valuable ta the mombers
and offic-bearers of ail such associations. Indica-
tions paint ta tho fll edition being taken up bo-
sore the dateofa publication.

The Rev. Dr. Parkhurst, ai Nev York, ta whoso
pertinacity and fearioss deterniination no small
share ai tho credit for the overthraxv of the
Tammany ring and rule in that citv is due, xvhen
congratulated upon the great victory, is ropresented

-as saying; 1 hsinificýz, first, that the people are get-
ting their eyes open and that their consciences are
awake. In the second placr-, that aithough aur

*Ameican institutions iverc put toa asevere test, the
bettor element has prevaiiedi and good municipal
Government is assured. Good municipal Govorn-
ment means that the country viii maintain itseif.
That is ail there is ai it."

* \e are giad ta iearn that the arrangements forE. suiing a memoriai volume in cannection with the
jubilecofa Knox Coliege are advancing satisiactor-
ily, and tlîat such a volumne xiiibe issued is now a

se stited fact. Froin the committee %vhich h-is the
work in band, we have no doubt that the xork xiii
bc pusl cd with ail the spced consistent ivith gaad

a vork, and that the volume when issuod xiii bo
,* worthy ai the church and ai the occasion. If it is

bi Ibis, as it aught ta be, no ailum.ius or grad uate
tu: oiKnox Collego viii wish ta o bcithout it, bath
"' betcause ai a just pride in his A/uta Miater, its use-
Z, finess ta, him, and the satisfaction ho may have in
q, reading it.

ht is pleasant ta add ta the able and ioving vin-
dication ai Mr. Fraude from many asperities by the
Rev. L. H.Jordan pubiished inour coiumns iastweek

hie foioxvng framn the Chicagaof:zterior ; Froude's
ï( Uc of Carlyle is ane of the world's greatest bing-
aphies, ranking %vith ]3osvell's Johnson and Lock-
arts Scott, and ta my niind more interesting than

oftcra the above. The rugged, stern outlines-o(

Carlye's character stand ciearly revealed in
Froude's life of the Sage af Chelsea, and Car!yle's
keen literary discrimination wvas as clearly shown
in his choicc ai a biographer as in any of his own
mný sterpicces. Carlyle is painted as ho vas, and,
for this genuine literary portrait, literature wilI evcr
gratefully acknowledge its debt of gratitude ta
James Anthony Froude."

Our bcst historians, Motley, Fraude and their
peers, ha'%e noted that the great batties for good
govcrnirrent have ail been wvon by Caivinists. We
should iiaturally have expectLd uur liberal friends,
says Thee Lntcriorwvho talk so rmuch about " ethical
relations " atd " a practical creed," to take the tead
in municipal reformn, but they sceem so far ta have
left the brun t of the fight to the "round heads "
and "ironsides" af the Westminister Confession.
H-ere is Dr. Parkhurst routiag the tiger from his
lair in New York, and aur Rev. Brother Clark
sending the gambiers flying acros;s the Indiana
liue from Chicaga;- and, as the Star ai Empire
takes itî; way westward, tve find the Mayor of
Sioux City, the Hon. C. W. Fletcher, a Presbytcr-
ian eider, despite the pratests af ail political parties,
closing every gambling don and houseofa ill-fame
in this city of 40,000 people.

he Government of cities, sa that it shall be
honest, clean, whoiesomne, and rnalce in every vay for
righteousness, is one ai the difficuit problems of the
present day, and it threatens, if the tendency ta
crowd inta the cities continues, ta increase in
difficulty. " The twa great evils af to-day," said a
statesman recently, are bad Zoverniment ai cities
and cheating at electians." That these are twa af
the great evils will not bc questioned by the stud-
ents ai aur rapidly making history. The city
problem is ane ai the chief for good citizenship ta
salve. The tendency af the time, as has b.-en said,
is the concentration ai population in great city
centres. This may well be feared and rcgretted,
whether from the national, social, economical,
politicai, sanitary, moral, or religiaus standpoint,
but it cannot be helpcd. The efforts in behalf ai
gaod citizenship must adjust themselves ta this
tendency.

A schemne is on foot for tbe union af the Pres-
byterian Churches ai Australia and Tasmania.
There has been a Plan ai Federation, under which
the variaus Presbyterian churches of thase f ar-off
countries, have bten warking-; but the new praject
means organic Union, intimate and permanent. It
is proposed ta effect this union on the basis ai the
Westminster Confession oî Faith read in the light
ai a Declaratory Act, ta, be iramed by the General
Asscmlly of the United Church. The Assembly
is ta be thc highest Court ai Appeal in the church,
and xiii exercise supreme contrai on alil ratters
wvhich concern the work and weliare ai the church,
in accordance with the Constitution ai the Presby-
terian Church. Synods are ta take the place ai the
present cxisting Assemnblies, and are ta have the
contrai ai the Home and Foreign Missions which
are now. carried on by these Assemblies, reporting
ta the United Assembly afi thoir work and its pro-
gress.

Our exchanges bath Canadian and from the
United States arc filled ivith the results ai the re-
cent eloctions across the border and commnents
upon themn. While their political meaning and as-
pect are differently vicwed accord ta the political
leanings ai each journal, thero is a very unanimous
,opinion that the great and very general revulsion
of feeling against Democratic rule is due largciy ta
the failure ai the party ta implement its election
plcdges,to the disclasures ofecarfui corruption in New
York cityand the endorsation by tie State Dem ocrats
orSenator Hill. While there is little or no sympathy
with the Dernoctatic party, there is aiso but littie
respect for the Republican. The Montreal Witncss
4escrs the situation thus - "The eepubiican

parly, the divine instrument af this vengeance,
merifssits triumphis no more than did the heathon
poientateofai ad ho clîastised Israel. Uis judg-
ment day a'vaits ir. No worse thing couîd happen
it than ta o xvhere it is ta-dIay."

A cantemparary, the Ki4sto;z Ne-ws, publishes
the demands af Canadian Secularists, xvho are
organized as the "lCanadian Secular Union," and
have their headquarters in thîs city. They make
very suggestive readin.u. They include the doing
away ai ail chaplaincies provided for by the Legi-
lature, and ail public apiropriations for educdtlon-
ai and charitable institutions af a sectarian (that
is simply ai a Christian) cherater, the abolition af
ail rel'gious services sustaincd by the Governrnent,
and especially the use ai the Bible in the public
schools in any way xhatever , Thanksgiving Day,
and ail such clays, ail laxvs for the preservation of
Sabbath quiet, rost and order;- ail lawvs for the on-
forcement ai Christian înorality as such ; and they
demand the legalization af nurely civil marriage
and some othor things ta match these modest
dlaims. Their impudence is simply sublime.
That ai the three tailors ai Toaley Street xvas
modesty in comparison with thom, and anything
more utterly brutish and purcly animal it xouid
ho difficult ta cancact.

In reference ta the demands ai the Caradian
Socularist.s the same contemporary adds tîxat,
"lthe fatal xeakness ai Christians as an opposing
farce is their lack ai unity. The battalions that
shouid ho directing their unitod fire on the cnemy
are pouring broadsides ai controversial invective
into each ather's ranks." It is vory easy ta say or
write such things, and xith a certain class they are
veiy popular, and are vory canvenient to iing in
the face af Christian people. But the question is,
are they true ? And we venture ta say they
are r.ot. Christians do diffor in opinion upon
many points, important and unimpartant, not
mare sa than thoey do upon poiitics, philosophv,
science and sucb matters, but the caim and honest
statement af their difference, courteously oxpressed
as for the most part it is, is vory fair fram being a
«"broadsideofa controversial invective." Contra-
versiât sermons are now very rarely heard, and nat
in one case in a hundred do they came down to mere
invective. A demonstratian ai the very opposite
ai xhat is asserted may at the present moment be
seen twa or three tirnes a day in this city by any
who attend Mr. Maody's meetings.

The Scottislt Amerzcan put the issue before the
citizens in New York in the late lection in this
unmistakable fashion ; " Whethor there are more
thieves than honest men among the citiz.ens of
New York, is the sale distinction this year
botween the twa great oppoýing forces. It is flot
Republicans against Democrats. Palitics bas
nothing whatevor ta do with it.- The revelations
mnade before thc Lexow Cammittee have induced
ail upright citizens at this election ta throiv politi-
cal and party consideratians ta the winds, and ta
array themseives under the banner ai Honesty in
the fight against Dishonesty and Corruption. Those
whoxvc.udsheterand protectathieiarenobetterthan
he, and Tammany Hall, it has beon dernonstrated,
is the headquarters ai the thioves in this city. The
termns Tammany and Anti-Tarnmanv really rneans
this year, "For the Thicves'> and IlAgainst the
Thieves." Thus we say that when the votes cast
in this city on November sixth are footed up it
xiii be known whether there are more thieves than
honest men among the citizens af New York, for
xve cari scarcely think it possible that any hanest
citizen xiii fail to register and vote on this occasion."
The result ai the electian fias triumphantly shown
that there are more honost men than thieves in
New York. The question naw xiii bc hoxv to keep
what bas been gain ed.
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