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MEENDS OF TUE OLD KOSE;
(CONCLUI)ED.)

The Nisse corresponds to the
S cotch brownie, and no fan house
thrives unless it hbas its Nisse. If
he favor the maids and men. the
Iitchen will be swept and the water
çýi1 be brougbt in, and in the stable
the horses will be groomed and
perbaps fed. But woe betide the
servants who are not in favor! for
the Niss.e can be just as busy put-
ting thitigs into disorder, and cau
punish theni by placing ail sorts of
obstacles in the way of do,"ug their
worki.

Tfie N4eck is a river-spirit and is
also' a musical' genius, lie is repre-
sented as sitting on thé surface of
the wvater, like à pretty little boy
with golden ringlets. and a red cap
on his'head, and he hasagoldharp
on whièh he plays, charmîng every-
thing in nature.

The Menmaids are sometmies
éviI, sonietimes good ; they are very
beautiful and' sit upon the water
éombing their sea-weed bair with
goldeti combs, or they are busy
driving their snowv-white cattie to
feed on the strands, or smallislands.
At other tiniÉes they haunt the fires
«f 1îshermen, cold and shivering
maidèens; they are then dreadedl, as
the lishenmen know, tbey may be
enticed by their bé-auty to thé
dwellings of the rnermnaids, at the
bottomà of the sea. People that are
drowned, are thouglit to havé been
carried off by these bewitching
beauties of the deep.

The Nomns are the Fates-Past,
Present and Future, and they sitat
the foot of the wonderfnl Treé' of
Life, Ygdrasil which figures so
extensi vely in Norse mythology,-
It iS an Ash tree. and the ash was
sacrèd to thffe gods; its roots are
deep down in the kingdomn offleath;
Its tmunk reaches heaven higli, and
its branches stretch out ovèr the
universe. The Nomns constantly

water its roots; the~ Past and Pre-
sent sit spinning a web from east
to west, the Futuùre tears asunder
the golden thread of life, which
was begun in the dawn and stret-
ched to the suuset.

Once there was a Norwegian who
lhad a wonderful miii, which would
grind out anything he commanded
of it. A sea captain hearing of its
magie powors, became desirous of
possessing it, accordingly hie cam~e
with bis ship to Norway and b6y
some means won the favor of the
mill-owner and borrowed it. He
placed the mill in the hold of bis
vess-ýel, and as soon as be was out of
p ort, commanded it to grind sait.

tforthwvith began to grind sait
until it filled the hold, and the cap-
tain, flot having learned from the
former owner how to make it stop,
it continued' fo grind until. every
p art of the vessel was fiIled to over-
fowhig, withi sait. Finally the-

ship .,ank. The miii is stili goiflg
round and bas neyer yet stopped
working. If you don't believe this
stary, go and see for yourself the
moelstrorn off the west coast of Nor-
Way ; sorne people cali it a- whirl-
pool; but it is really what we bave
said. This is the true reason why
the seà is sait.

Balder the beautiful was the god
of the surnimer sunlight; he is re -
presented as being ever Just, ever
kin-3, the favorite of ail nature,,
Éods, and men ; so fair and dazzlfing
in forin and features, that rays, of
Iight seemi to issue iromhirn. Loke,
the wicked one, saw that no viatter
*hat happened, Balder was neyer
hurt, and in fact it was a past-time
of the gods to bave Balder stand
up in their meetings errd serve theni
as a mark, and thty would huri
stones and darts at bum, but he
always remained unharmeci. Ris
iother, Frigg, wife of 0din, had

once gone ail over the earth and
exacted a promise fronx everything
in nature that it would flot hurt,


