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10 OUR SOCIETY.

SHODDY ARISTOCRACY.

Frrgresrny, i uot generally, the undercurrents in political
and social life are of {ar more ultimate ireportance in determining a
nation’s destiny than the well-boomed ** movements”  1If 1 were
the editor of at big newspaper, I wonld have a column  headed
* Undetcunients,” on which 1 would heep a shrewd man engaged in
culling from the pressof the world, reflective of what people are
thinking and «aying and doing, not in great scnates and assemblies,
but in small coteries aud social salons.  We owe our very existence
to anapple caten by an inquisitive woman on a summer afternoon ;
and most cpotis have been born of episodes.  The study of under-
currents would often save us from the surprise we feel on vpening
our morning papers and finding large-typed telegrams about col-
lapses of foreign governments, commercial disasters. and other
violent crises in the affairs of men.  Bolts do not shwot from out

the blue, and the world will not come to an end in the twickling of

an eye.

There is in the New York Crath, an American socicty paper,
note of un undercurrent tov amusing to be permitted to pass with-
out comment.  Fortune-building has been going on apace on the
other side of the Atlantic, and millivnaires may almost be said to be
“three a penny,” in Gilbertian phrase.  And, says the New York
paper :—

< Luxury onee abtiined, the craving for distinetion soon follows,
A man with the revenue of a dozen dukes dos not relish the hoamble
title of plain mister, el if he were madest enough of himself. his wife
would not permit him to rest content,. Even now the great dames of
our republic move heaven, earth and hell to bay titles for their daugh

ters, and this Is but a ficst stage towards earving titles for themselves””
And there is talk of laying a corner-stouc of the future Empire.

The very mention of such 2 thing is cnwugh to make P'xim, and
Washington turn in their graves, Lut it is nut only mentioned but
serivusly proposed. There is an unmistakable undercurrent of
desire of a ginger-bread titled aristoeracy. What foolery or kuav-
cry is this? Has old _Lsep any readers i the Republic? and is
the fable of the daw that strutted in the peacock’s feathers forgotten ?

There is nothing mare contemptueusly ridiculous than the spee-
tacle of a voung and vigorous nation, with a history of its own ta
carve out for 1:~clf wishing to make itself a mere imitative ccho of
an older form ofcivil'sation.  Ifour Dritish aristocracy were mersely
a thing of to-day an® yestenday, it would not be worth presorving
for an instant.  But it is 2 picturesque, powerful, and reverent in-
stitution, the growth of centuries, the effervescence of a mighty
past, having its routs deep down in a glorious history.  Irs found.
ers became aristocrats beeause they possesserd great gqualities which
made them stand above their fellows—qualities of courage and
daring, of might of arm and strength of will.  They asgy have
known little of what we call ethics, but according to their times
they viere preseminently geeat. The history of the British aris-
tocracy is & history of great human character, whethar we osteem
it all ats phases or unt, It grew as the nation grew,  Bat what
cauld a ready-made, serambled-together American aristoeracy be
but a shoddy, spavined, cockeyed caricature, coranetted with dollars
and rolied with greenbacks, and stuck up like an Aunt Sally at
a country fair, do be shied at Ly the satirists of cvery nation in
Christendom ?

What the American people want is ant an aristocracy of million-
aire tallow sandlemakers aud soap-hoilers, srocers and wilmen,
stock-jobhers and railway spe -culators, bint an aristacracy of character.
Dicservedly or not, American pruple have made for themselves a
reputation for excessive acuteness, cunning, and grasping avaricious-
ness,  If there were more character and less eash in the Republie,
probahly we sheuld hear nothing of a strong undereurrent of desive
for a shoddy aristorracy.  Meanwhile ].nv'hsh papers might render
the States a service if they would prevent any very considerable
poruon of the peaple there from making further fols of themselves
in this dircctivn, by laughing at them.
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