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('r h11S Ofteil occurred to Uns tltt, tli-c i muetroIs SoCe-
tics %ibel lire devoted to the worship) illd Study of
Broning.lr hatve been i'ather a drawvback than ant aid to
the popuflar appreciation of their idol. With t.biir
lengthy discussions and elaborate treatises 0o1 the
wvoliks of thcir poet, tbey ]lave ahnost frightened
people awa.y froîn a dloser acquaintance withl 1iîîî. 13y
t'hose %vlio apprcciatc Browning for the truc poetry
thiat is in hii, and not for his involved cecen tricities.
Mr. Anidrcwv Lang' s article on IlEsoteric Browningrisin"
in a recent îîunber of The Foritui, %vill bc î'eail with
especial plellsure. Rie rightly imtpuguis the societies for
squabblingy about Iltcxts ail ineanings like scholiasts
or Biblical canettos"sd for valingi thc poeîîîs
as problenis wvhicIî they atone cati solve. Hie admnires
Mr. Browning for that part of bis genius which
delights the hcart and iancy, and whichl dwells witil
hunian ;ntcrest upon litnnan îniotiont. Hc is not
blind toi tic faults of tlie poct, w'hîch lie sins up js
"subtlctv, cccentricity. aîîd the bescttiîîg, sin of cou-

sidering too curioutsly," whilc lie is kecnly alive to the
beauties wvich the tire of genitis finds iii tire depiction
of Illov'e, tcnderness, uitgixiation aliil îry'M.
Lang warnsý- youngr readers against thiiintricaite mîrýles
of "4Prince anesie-cwngu"md - Rcd Giut4ni
Ni-ght-C'np C'oumtry," agaiîîst ticegoLs~eîs of

Ferishitahi Faxîcies7: and the bew'ilderîncnt of the
later poeins. Bnb lie directs one witli kindly liand to
thiose pocins -whiclî win our affections, FIze «'Par-
celsus," IlOne Wn.y of Love," - 11ei and wonîtf..," and
niany others It is espee.ally delightful to mneet -%ith
a fair estimnate of Browvningr iii the-se deays whcn one
haits hewiidered betwcc.n the Ulind wvorship of blis pros-
fessional devotees ana the cordial tt of t1inse Nviioni
they regard as Philistine.

INa paper in the Jnîiury nuinb-er of thre Àýmf#'
.4t)urican, Edmund Kirke p!Cifsantly discusses '. Vit
and Hui.ior-Old. sud New." M1nu, uxîlike any aLlier
animal, is endowcd with tie gilt, of laughter; ]lus
first uttcranr" is a cry, lie next -"tries blis untraineti
ribibilities with , s-îil, and tiien whlîi'îe hoias -rot the
muscles of blis glottis, wcll under coutrol, lie Liviks into
a laughi." The antiqu;ty of jngkc-s is very great, and
xnsny of the jolze. of tlic prebent are adaptations andl
variations of chiler witticismis. Thîis fact li.'coics the
more apparcnt whcen one reads ]lis Horace, Avisto-
phianes, or Plautus. Diog-enes- sna Hierocles appear
to have been soîne of the earliest writers of "jests."'
The latter %wrote in the sixti ccntury al lmoo)k whicli lic
called I'Asteis," containing twenty-one jçests;, înost of
whieli arc ri'»v alivc', and, as 31r. Kirkce reinarks,
"passing thenrselves off ais real original Jacob,-."

Instmnces af restmnblance in jokes% whiere tUic illiterate

aîîtiîr of one could not poKsibly have recnd or licard
the jest of his pî'edccs.sor, lcad one tu the conclusion
thlat the Seïîse of huinor %whichl exists in evcî'y lutin
hinds sii iiilar expression under siini1lar ciru iista ticee ;
Th'ie valne of1 a bon -iiet is greatly incî'eased by it.,
origrinality and fresliness. The %vitticisuis of Shex'idnii
tire aIl satid to ]lave beetu iorked ont ie Parliaînenit-
àtry speechecs, --. l the saying of this Lamnons Irisl %vit
in regard to a ,olitical opponcut Il who gcncr.illy
rcsorts toi bis uiemoryv for his jokes and blis imagination
for blis facts," n~as truer of no ane than the anthor of
il, Tire îritcr accouints for' the opiniioni, %vhich is noiv

gee'lyadopted, tlîat in Aneica genuine ivit anid
lînînor exist bo a greatel' extent and in greater 'am'ictv
than in any otlier countr'y by the fat'., that tUic Amn.
cati population is more Výaried in its conîponents tliani
auîy ather. But îvc iust reinember thant the Irisi;
foi-in ai ve'ry large part of the inhabitants ai Uziele Saiun.

TUiE special attention of the stuclents, and indeed (if
ail tire re;iders of thc REViEw, is drawn, to tlie inali
attractions set foî'tl in the pages cevoted t.)onr adver-
tisc'r-. The busin."ss firiiis wîlio blave chioscn the'
Ilnedlinmi oi tre Ei.ViEw fur ai1%,urtiisi-, wli ii tnî'îî.
ive arc confident, bu chotseîî a., a. anieditn fur pî'ocuring
the articles îvbicb îls reliable and wull-'kîîuwnv fimnî%,
niouilce.

OBITER DICTA.

So.NEIIODVy in Euglnudiý îvho -îvrote soinething whichi
nobudy wouid 1)ublislI, partly fer a joke, partly for
revenge, took the trouble to cop Miltomi's Ssousfi
Agoa.istee, gave iLthe title of «'Lik a GiaiitRcfiesie<l."
anti sent iL tie rounndszasàan originial poeîn. IL was sent
to publislier lftr publistier, nuit uaL once %vas it
recogý.ni7ed. Publishier No 1 said the mnarket was
fiooded -ivitli sculsational stories, aud tIret lic inust de-
dine to publisiî it, altliougl a work of consi(lerablé
promise. Ne 2, iii declining, said thepoî asle'r
but its reflectionis trite, sud tuie nxcaning here al
thiere obscure; iL iinight 'lie iîniprovcdl liv revisituî.
No. 3 said iL wils briglît and clevcr, muid thiat lir
îvould publish it~ if the authoî' îvonld take lialf the
risk. No. 4 :Said lie îvuuld plnhlislî the p)oem, but lit
thie clitire risk sud co-st of tie autlior. No. 5 sasi
tlc wvork wva. tiot without ilii'it, but lie liait so iinany
important books coîning ont tliat hie lind no rooma
for alnytlîing not of thie first clam.s Tien time nilga-
mines wvcrc tried. One edito)r said the pooma wis sug--
gestes by Rlider Haggas'd's worzs! P>our 'Milton'
Tie gencral opinion of the varions editors ivas that
the poin ivas tooc long, snud the gentlr.iian %v1o Ivas
scnding "Samnson "Iabout, came to te conclusion tîmat
ini saine magazines you coula geL in anything if it was


