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ycllowv sun-fiowcr sitting so stifly in thc passage way wgs ever a fresit
blooniin, youn girl, witlî mild cyes, swaii-Iike neeck and peachý
clîekcq! Is it within the pale of' probable thinge that those lustrons
long ilowing capillary 1,ocks, whieh so graefülly rest on the well-turncd
lîead of that brilliaut fair oie, tali and comnianding, w iii ever become
'-ear, aud old and dricd up and recline iin frizzly twisted little kuots of'
mean looking hiair on a niean looking ill-slîapen hecad? 'The tiiotglit
ii a painfil otie. Are old girls ouly youing girls with a feiw years on
ihcir sltouldei's? What a tlîoughit foir yoiuug girls to ponder over.
Leani, lankz aind scraggy zaidens of florty years, only fo>rty casanti
soinc livc to the age of scventy ! What a drcadfil end-wvlat a cli-
max to reach, %vliat ai goal to have in vicw thiat of au old îimaid!

We once knew an old girl. She was, an assistant reachier iii ait
Academuy. Old girls arc inostly always govertesses or teachiers, m.
bîne 3toekii3gS of somne kind or otiier. She wvas sinall and stouit, anti
lier face reseiinbled a tlîree pound eau of leaflard duriiug the d1og-days,.
Tt %vas alwvays redolent of icaf' lard; it looked like IcaU lard itaider t1i
most unfavouirable circuimstances. Hlci cyes %verc always cngagcd iit
a swimming contest wvith one another, aud they wcrc l)crpetually dot-
in- about a huge ridgc of nose; and tic cycs pecped over this bridge
-which. -mas evidently set up as a barrier to keep thicr froii rîîniuuij
into ecdi other altogether, like two small boýys playing Ilide and Scel,
belîind a barn door. Her arms wcre short, thiick and as rcd as ait
every day infant of' a few nionthi's duration. lier liair was a rieli
brown, bereft of the cnstomary frizzincss by a copious usc of' sorne iii-
valuable liestorer reser.-bling before tic phial containing it ivas shtakei.
a muixture coraposcd of equat parts of black varuisli aud stick-y castor
oil, perftimed withi spirits of turpentine. 'fli liair wvas wvell satirated
wvith tItis fluid, rabbed w~ell, brmslîcd wclI and soaked well ; ht tlieui
assuîned any position aesired bv its owner. 1-er flîvourite înetliod or
"doing it up " was to allow it to rcst flat upon Uic hîead, and a fc%ý

villanous carIs danglcd like barbcr's saiall poles froîn lier temple.
ler garmients were, suîniner and wvinter, composed of woolleiî staff;

Broiwu and Black ini winter, and Black and Brownî in suminer, wvith
trimnings to match, lier walk ivas hîeavy, lier reading ivas of a hicavv
cliaracter, and slie played Oratorios and Masses on tic piano ratmer
tîman the liglîter variety of' musie. ler conversation wvas nionotonious.
in iLs very monotony. It neyer vax-led. Shie cloquently discussed
about tlîc Riglîts of Wromen, and the polities of tîxe Country were of'
deep interest to ber. She hiad flot been edticatcid up to dancing in tlîos-
old days, long ago, wlîen she wvas young, but it nmade no difference ail
the samie. -Shxe did dance, on occasion, and lier dexier foot graceftilly
hopped off iv' -n it should have been lier left. Stili shie danccd an-.1
said she enjoycd it. SIte loved IlLeap-year Quadrilles," and alw,,ay-
engagcd bier partner a montlî before thxe proper tiine. Tihis wvas
invigorating for the partner and sIte liked it. She always carried ait
umbrella -%vlen'it raincd, and cniveloped lierseif witltin tîte folds oU aum
enormious waterproof cloak, and lIe liked to stao<l at corners witlî thie
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