
1UiING TUIE RAPIDS-

RUNNING TIuE RAPIDS.

BOUT five.atid-ttveiity years ago, at the head
* of the Long Satilt Rapids on the Ottawa, there

re lbUeU' il, util DiJ tal caimaie. os j LIAAIt.

SOn thiat, ozie of the mighticst water powvers in
the iiew wvorId, Mrt. Drummond had erected

sawv milis on a gigantic scale, the produce of wvhich, wvas con-
veyed dowvn the rapids to Montreal, by experienced and skiilful
raftsmen, or voyageurs. "lho situation %vas xvild and romantic, in
the extremne. Numerous islands studded the surface of the ra-
pid river, dividing the stream into many and diversified chan-
nels, througrh which the wvaters rushed furiously, in proportion
to their width. Wild duck, an ' d water fowl sported joyously
over its snowy f'oam. At one part the banks were covered with
luxuriant foliage, at another craggy rocks hune impending over
the waters, entwîned with lichens ofthe brightest colors and
most varied forms.

T'he passage of the Long Sault did indeed require, that lie
wvho stemmed the perilous rapids should be endowved with strong
nerve and potverful armi; but both of these qualities ivere con-
spicuous iii Mr. 1)rummond. 0f Herculean strength, lie flot
only speedily became remarkiably skilful in paddling bis bircli
canoe, but at, last fearlessly took lis wvife and children in the
same frail bark. She was a delicate littie creature, clinging
with ail the depth of a truc wvoman's loving nature to her hus-
band. Their family consisted of four chikiren. The twvo eld-
est, a littie boy and girl, had beezi prornised by their parents an
excursion down the rapids, wvhen the spring ice wvas entirely
dispei'sed, and they awaited with eager expectation the long-
looked.for and much.anticipated pleasure. It came at last.-
The first of June was annQunced by their papanas that on ->vich
theyw~ould take the proposed trip. Full of glee andjoy the happy
children retired to rest the previous night, but their slumber wvas
soon broken by a storm, awful in its grandeur, accompanied
with thunder and lightning. It wvas literally a delugre of ramn,
and lasted for several hours, with a perfect hurricane of wind.
The children feared their excursion must lie postponed, but to,
their g4ad surprise clear and cloudless broke the morning after
the storm, nature looking brigliter and fresher froru its effect5.


