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ly during the hottest part of the war, These prayers were ask~
ed in the same simple, unpretending manner, as you heard
this day; uno titles or name mentioned, merely this ¢“The pray-
ers of the congregation are earnestly desired for a seaman
about to enter on a perilous voyage.” Few knew who it was
that thus humbly solicited the prayers of all good christians ;
“still, I regard it merely as a piece of superstitious form in
Lord Nelson or in any one else.”

I was sorry that such should be the opinion of & person for
whom I entertained a regard, but of such are the world. I
would rather have held the lowly, trusting faith of that pale

~ widow, and of England's gallant champion, than the lukewarm
show of religion that led my fashionable friend to bow her
knees in the Church in Longham Place.

In like manner, Lord Nelson used to return thanks in the
Church for mercies vouchsafed during the perils of a voyage—
¢ for having been preserved from perils of the deep, and perils
of the enemy,”—so it used to be worded. Few were aware
when they heard these words that they had been suggested by
the greatest Naval Captain of this, or any age, Horatio Nel-
son.

I was much pleased with this anecdote of Nelson—it was
new to me, as [ dare say it will be to many of my readers.

He surely acknowledged by this simple act of piety that it
was wiser to trust in the Lord than in any arm of man,—and
did he not, like the Samaritan, “return to give glory to God !”*
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SocraTEs.—Tt is said of Socrates, the great Grecian philoso-
pher, that he never allowed his temper to overcome him, but dis-
played the utmost tranquility on all occasions, Feeling at one
time displeased with one of his'servants he said, I would beat
thee if I were not angry.”



