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woll afford to do—~princely buildings in
Edinburgh, whers all their sciewific, liter-
ary, and official work is carvied on, and
holding their Joxhibitious thore, where
they would be larger and more vawied,
and bring an immonsely greater concourso
of visitors thau in tho country towns,
they yet contivve to perambulate tho
country, holding an Exhibition this yesr
at Glasgow or, Ayr, next at Aberdeen,
next in suecession perhaps at Porth, ot
Dundee, or Stirling. ‘They donot gauge
the value of their work by the number of
exhibits, or tho number of shillings taken
at the gate. They kuow that the boldiung
of one of their Ixhibitions in a place
arouses the wholo district around iuto
agricultural enthusiasm, and that the effect
produced is permanent wid progressive.
In the present state of our Provincs it
nay be diffieult, we confess, for many to
accept the Scottish theory in its entirety,
but every succeeding year, and every new
experience, will Jead more and more to
the belief that it is the true one. Feeling
this, we think it would be a fatal mistake
to centre onr Exhibitions in Halifax, or
Truro, or Kentville, or anywhere. Let
us maintain the perambulating system, so
that our Provincial Exhibitions shall be
for the whole Province, open to cvery
conuty in turn to come ia when ready to
share the locul or special, as well as the
general benefits.

As an evident desire has been expres-
sed to have the Exhibition of 1878 iu
the City of Halifax, it may be useful
to explain the peculiar position of ITulifax
in relation to the new system. In 1868
and in 1874 the Exhibitions were actual-
ly carried out by the Board of Agriculture
3n conjunction with an Exhibition Com-
mittee as co-labourers. But by the Act
of 1875, the Board has merely the power
“To draw from tho Provincial Treasury
every year, and to pay to any Agricultural
Society or other responsible body, four
thousand dollars, as u prize fund for an
Agriculiural and Industrial Exhibition, to
be held in any county selected by such
Central Board, Such Exhibition shall be
carried out, and all the expenses thereof
borne, by such Society or other body,
under such rules as the Board may from
time to time prescribe; and the prize Jist
for every such Exbhibition shall be made
up under the direction and subject to the
anproval of the Board and of the Governor
in Council.”

It will be seen that the Society or other
body undertaking the Exhibition has
the whole financial responsibility,~—the
Board merely prescribing the regulations
and sanctiomng the Prize List.

The difficulty that meets us, in look-
ing to Halifax for the next Exhibi-
tion, is the want of accommodation. The
Governor's Field and the Drill Shed, ob-
tained on former occasiens, iuvolved great

expenscin temporary erectionsandfurnish-
ings, that had to bo at once removed ; and,
especially in view of the much more extenr
sive accommodation now required for cat-
tle, it is not desirable to attempt a Provin-
cial Exhibition on these premises. More-
over, oue great object of offering the prize
fund toscounties is to induce the evection
of permaucnt Exhibition buildings. Col-
chester County obtained land and erected
suitable buildings at Truro in 1876;
King’s County has done the same this
yenr at Kentville. We should like to see
Haulifux follow in 1878.

An Act was passed 12th April, 1877,
to enable Counties or Districts to borrow
money tor the purchase of iand and
erection: of Exhibition Buildings.

By this Act (40 Vic, Cap. 19), the
Court.of Sessions for eaclh County o
District of the Provine: is empowered
upon the recommendation of the Granil
Jury, to add, to the yearly assessments
for County purposes a sum not exceeding
$4000 for the purchuse of grounds and
the erection of Industrial and Agricnl-
tural Exhibition Buildings. Such Court
of Sessions are empowered to borrow
mwoney for such purposes upon the credit
of the Cownties or Districts in which they
have jurisdiction, and the mmouuts re-
quired to meet debentures or iuterest
is to be added to the amount ordered by
the Sessions to be assessed.  The Courts?
of Sessious are lkewise empowered to
sell public lands to make a fund for Xx-
hibition purposes.

Tt is not to be expected that the Court
of Sessions will tax the County of
Halifax for Jxhibition Buildings uvless
the City is prepared to provide a fair
share of the mouey. In order tc . the
City we presume an Act will have to be
passed at the {nstauce of His Worship the
Mayor and Aldermen, and, «s this caunot
be done till the Legislature meets, it
may be that it is too late now to make
the necessary arrangements for seenring
the Ioxhibition of 1878 for the City of
Halifax. If this be so, it should be kept
in mind that it is not too early to begin
to clear the way for the Exbhibition of
1879. There is no better time than now,
when public attention is directed to the
subject. Let «he Justices of the County,
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City, the
Agricultural  Socicties of - Halifax and
Upper and Lower Musquodoboit, the
manufacturers of Halifax, Dartmouth
and Bedford, and the public spirited
citizeus upon whom the lion’s share of
labour in all such schemes is sure to fall—
let all think seriously overthe matter with a
view to devising some general scheme, so
that steps may be taken to secure any
necded legislation. It will be per-
ceived clearly that it is not the Goveru-
ment nor the Board of Agriculture who

are to be looked to for official action in

this matter, but the Juatices of the
County the City Council of Halifax, aud
the Town Couacil of Dartmouth,

But it is wot imperative to wait for
legislation and taxation. ‘I'he necessary
money for buildings may be raised by »
general public subscription, or a joiut
stock company way undertake their
ercction a3 commercial speculation, in
connection with a skating rink and
other public accommodations. All that
is wantud to enable the city to carry
out the Exhibition successfully in 1878 is
suitable buildmga, ‘The Legislative graut
of 54000 for a prize fund is waiting to
be claimed by the county that is prepared
to give the best agsurances of success. It

y is the simple duty of the Centinl Board

to bold au even balance that every couuty
may have its claims fairly weighed.

We bave received, through the kind-
ness of the Author, a printed table of the
Meteorological  Observations made by
Frederick Allison, Isq., for the year 1876,
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, lat. 44° 397 20"
N, long. 63° 36’ 40 W., height
above sca-level 1225 feet. The exact
point where the ohservations were made
is not indicated, but we believe it is near
the corner of Sackville and Park Streets,
and thus favomrably situated for receiving
in Winter time the full sweep of the
north wind on its way from the ice-coated
Bedtord Basin, wia the Threo Mile Houso
and Willow Purk and overthe North Com-
mon. The mean temperture of 1876 was
42.06° Fah.,, the difference {from the nor-
mal being —0.36. The highest oceurred
in Angust==90.2 ; the lowest in February
—~16.9. The bighest daily mean was in
August==75.13,and the lowest daily mean
in I'ebruary—6.78.  The mean pressure
corrected of the year, was 29.900, the
maximun in February 30,992, and the
minimum in the same month 28.774.
Tne mean relative humidity for the year
was 82.79, highest in November 87.5,
lowest in Angnst 78.7. Mean amount

of cloud 6.09, highest in November
7.84, lowest in August 3.66. Prevalent

direction of wind W, ; inJune, S. S. W.;
in May, July, August and Septemnber W.
S. W.sin March and April W.;in
October and November W. N. W.; and
in January, February and December IN.
W. Rain 44.335 inches during the year,
—greatest in November, 7.397, least in
Decomber, 0.618. Number of days min
143, greatest in June 21, Jeast in Decem-
ber 5. Amount of snow 96 37 ; number
of days snow 58, highest number in Feb-
ruary 16. June, July, August, Septem-
ber and November, five months, were
without snow. Total precipitation 54.114
(amade up we presume by adding dissolved
snow to the min). With 41 feet of water
falling annually on the surface of the
Provinee we should not be stinted in
water supply, nor have our oilers and



