4 THE JUBILEE REMEMBRANCER

And now, it may bo ssked, in connee-
tioo with these encouraging resulta—Hns
the Bible Society yet fulfilled ita Com-
saission 7 s it yet served the great
cud of ita Inatitution?  Most unquesti-
onably not, we reply, It has but np-
proached the threshhold of its high and
mighty achievement. Tt ie hut at the
very commencement of its errand of ner-
ey and love to a fallen world.  Hitherto
it bina bean but providing and furbishing
its weapong, in the multiplieation of ver-
siona of the Sacred Seriptures,—bhut
sending forth its exploratory scouts to
rurvey the immense ficlds of destitution
atretched out hefore it,—but ministering
and training its forees, by showing the
friends of the Bible what ean be aceom-
plished by united en-operation, and by
unwenried perseveranes,  Yes, we aay,
thia, every Bible Society is but at the
commencement of its operations, for of
the thoucand millions of inhabitants on the
face of the globe, not more than forty
millions are in possession of copies of the
Seriptures, leaving nine hundred and
rixty millions totally unsupplied, and of
these not less than one hundred and thir-
ty millions are professing christinns. And
ta not this fact n sufficient confirmation
of the truth of our statement—a palpable
demonstration that all our versions of the
Scriptures are yet licing hke beautiful
flowers, on the margin of a waste and
dreary and, in many instances, inueeessi-
ble wilderness? What! nine hundred
and sixty millions of our fellow-ereatures,
having souls that are lost, and capable of
being rendered eternally miserable or e-
ternally happy, according as what the Bi-
ble makes known is rejocted or reccived,
without a single copy of that Blessed
Book ! And, more appalling still ! at the
present rate of the British and Foreign
Bible Society’s operations, requiring six
hundred years to supply the deficieney.
Feelings of ice, and hearts of stone, must
bo theirs, who can remain cold and un-
moved, under a statement of such over-
whelming weight and importance.  Spi-
rit of Him who can have compassion on
the ignorant, and on them who ave out of
the way ! dexcend upon the souls of pro-
fessing christians, that they may increase
their activity, and double theie diligencee,
in multiplying and circulating the Scrip-
tures of Truth, Britain gave twenty
millions of money for the redemption of
her Slaves in the West Indies, and will
she begrudge twenty millions of Bibles
during this the Jubilant year of her great
Bible Institute, to help to redeem the
world from an infinitely worse slavery ?
Twenty millions of Bibles would cost a-
bout onc and a half millions of Pounds,
and what would this be but a few pence
w cach profeasing christian in Britain
and her Colonies. Nothing but a plan
and an organization arc awanting for an
offort on an adequatcecale.  Surely, then,

it cannot but be matter of thankfulnesas
1o every friend of humanity and of the
Bible, to know that the Committee of the
British and Formign Bible Somety hase
resolved, on ocenaion of this, the year of
ite Jubilee, ta make an effort far greater
than any they have yel pat forth—an
offort by which, we trust, there shall be
east into ita trepaury ns much as hath
been done during the lust ten years of its
existence—~aud by which this Provinee
will remit, instead of n hundred, a thon-
sand Pounds to the Parent Inatitute,

Ia not the hour for such an effort pe-
culinrly opportune?  Is not the crisis o-
verwhelmingly eventful 7 1a not the ax-
peet of the times portentous in the ex-
treme 7 And first of all, are not all the
materials ready to our hand 7 There nre
now versions of the Seripturea in almost
all the known languages on the face of the
earth.  Seience in all her multifurions
departments i laying her tedbute at our
feet.—fucilitating, by the application of
steam to the Press, the multpheation of
the Seriptures, and earrying these to the
remotest ends of the earth, with a veloei-
ty that all but annihilates time and dis-
tance.

And then look nt the doors of nceessi-
bility that are being thrown wide open,
by reason of the advancement of civiliza-
tion, and the intercourse now carried on
between nations ; and tho living and life-
giving Hend of the Church standing at
tha posts of thuse doors, inviting and com-
manding us to go in and take possession.
Is not Paganism, in all its degrecs, nad
forms, and hues, verging into a state of
senility, of decrepitude, and deeay, ready
to tumble into ruins, under its own pile of
superstitions, and cruclties, and orgies?
Is not Islamism growing tired of its pre-
tensions and delusions, und the followers
of Mahomet beginning to sea that their
Prophet is but an impostor after all, and
that all the teachings of the Koran are
but a tissue of falschood,—a base admix-
ture of sacred and profanestory ? I« not
the spell that has bound the minds of the
descendants of Abraham for theso eighteen
hundred years in the iron fetters of un-
belicf, fast breaking loose ?  Are not the
Jews, as a nation, loosing rapidly their
confidence in theic Targums, and Tal-
muds, and, in many places, enrnestly de.
manding copies of the Old and New Tes-
taments, in the Innguage of their Fathiers ?
And is not the water of the great river
Euphrates being dried up, that a way
might be prepared for the Kings of the
Enst ?

And is not the moment singularly op-
portune in so far as the mystic Babylon
—the Papacy—is concerned? Is it not
one of those rare occasions which occur
at tho interval of ages, to test the Church
whether she has wisdom to seize upon it ?
Has not Scepticism, speaking generaliy,
set loose the mnsses from Rome, and will

they not seck something more positivae
than Tufidelity P Yo 1ot German Rated.
alism on the ove of boing rencunved 7—
I« not Socilism turning its fate towards
christianity > 1s thero not a spirit of en.
quiry nbroad, which will defy all the vi
giiance of tho civil and ccclosiastical poe
hice to nrreat? - Aro not groups of Itali-
ans now moeling logether in tho very
heart of Rome, at the dead hour of night,
pondering over the page of (Jod's reveal-
ed will?  And what mean those aggros-
sive, and defensive, and pergecating move-
ments on the part of tho Pricsthood 7—
Ara they not aymptomatic of the consci.
ousness that they are fast losing hold of
the minds of thuir devotecs?  Yes, the
wholo creation travails and is in pain for
the bour. The cnsh\vo.] liberties of no-
tions—tho clanking chains of enptives—
tha prison houces of the Madini—tho
fouls of the Martyrs under tho altur—
Prophets and Apostlos— Cherubim nad
§-,-ruphim—lwnrcn and carth,—all unite
in one mighty cry to the throno of the e-
ternal, that God would arise and as engo
the blood of those that wero slain for 1he
word of God, and for the testimony they
held.  And shall British christians sit
still; and alone be unmoved? No! No!
Let them arise and march to the battle,
and with the Sword of tho Spirit, which
is tho Word of God, in their hands, the
walls of Babylon will be lnid in ruins at
their feet,

And ook, too, at the promising aspect
of the various sections of Ervangelient
Protestantism.  When was there mani-
fested such a disposition to rally around
the same common standard, and, though
differing in their regimentals, prepared to
fizht under the snino banner, and to march
to the same watchword, % the sword of tho
Lord and of Gideon”. Neuver, we bo-
lieve, since the days of the apostlcs, was
there displayed the samo amount of chris-
tian charity and forbearance, nnd, in so
far us christinns have attained, to walk by
thie samo rule and mind the same thing,
And shall all this be allowed to evaporate
and pass away as a tale thatis told?

And, to crown all, what Jangonge does
the sun-dinl of prophesy speak ? 1t tolls
us, as with a voico from the excellent glo-
ry, that the angel is already flying in the
midst of heaven, having tho everlasting
Goapel to preach to them that dwell an
carth, and saying, * fear God, and givo
glory to Him, for the hour of his judg.
ment is come”—that the 1260 years of
the duratior of the Man of Sin are well
nigh expired, that the Seventh Vial ia
being poured out,—and that soon, very
agon, will the Millenial glory of tho churoh
be ushered in.

And if these things be so, surcly this is
A great crisis in the world's history.—
Would that every christian but felt as if
the issue of the crisis depended on bim-
gelf! Spirit of the Lord] come aud
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