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(ﬁnd that in Elisha’s time tuey had ontgrown their accommodation, and
' new premises were erected.  Itis not likely, however, that the prophets
' were permanently donnctled in these semi-monastic nstitutions 3 for
¥ many of * . had families of their own, and their duties must have
taken them elsewhere. It 15 more probable that these were the centres
where they were trained or fitted for there work, and where they after-
wards met at occasional intervals for conference ot fellowship.  Some
such arrngement must have been necessary to grve umty and cohesion
to their woik in the nation.
Their orgamzation into schools is commonly attributed to Samuel.
In his day we find a schuol of the prophets at Nasoth or the mculows
near Ramah with Samutel himself at their head.  After the elzvation of
Saul to the Kingship he seems to have devoted Ins attention almost
entirely to the work u} training and guiding them 3 and there can be
no doubt that he did much to put them on a firmer basis than before.
But he cannot really have done more than _consohdate, extend and
¥ modify an institutition of far older standing.  In the book of Numbers
we find therr enginal foandation: attnbuted 1o Moses.  When he com-
plained to the Lurd that the burden of govenung and directing the peo-
2 ple was too heavy for him, he was told to select seventy of the elders
as s esnecial assistants, and orgamize them into a body of Councillors.
upon whom the Spirt of the Lord descended so that they prophesied.
Individual prophets such as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Moses himself
there had of course been before that tme, but this must have been tireir
first appearance as a recognized body. L
And just here we get at what seems to have beea the original idea
as to the functions of the order.  Weare not told what the prophesying
of these seventy comsisted in, though it must have been some form of
];ubhc address. But whatever it was, 1t was associated with a share
i the government of the people.  They were a sort of Ingher magis-
tracy whose work would be partly exccwtive and partly judicial. In
. an amsettled community such as Israel then was, these functions would
demand unusual gifts, the greatest practical wisdom and the keenest
insight into characters 3 and they would requie to be clothed with all
the dignity and authority that a sacred oflice and a divine consecration
. could confer. ‘This idea of the governmental function of the prophets
is further burne out by the assumance which Moses gave the people
before his death, of a prophet or line ot prophets to succeed ham.
“ The Lord, thy God, wall misc up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of these of thy brethren ke unto me."  This was the lofty ideal
vhich Moses had formed for the government ol the theacracy, that its
acknowledged leaders should be prophets speaking i Ged's name and
not in their own, using their power and influence as he hunsell had
done for the realization of dwvine ideas, not for self-aggrandizement.
And, as a matter of fact, this zontinued to be the only governmamt n
Istael for 400 years, until the estabhishment of the monarchy. Jushua,
the immediate successor of Moses, was a man of like mind, who placed
himself conscionly under diviae direcuion and enjoyed divine gurdance.
He held his anthority ncither by inheritance, nor by right of the strong-
cst, nor by popular clection, but by the fact that the Spirit of the
Lord was upon him. And so with all the judges until Samuel.  They
were commissioned and sent forth by Jehovah him«elf, having to revive
the national rehigion and the national spinit, to dehiver the people from
their encmies, and to admumster affairs for the general w. Webeing. Of
Othniel it 1s sud that “ the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and
he judged Isracl and went out to war.”  Deborah 1s distinctly called a
prophetess.  Gideon went forth to battle with the Midianites, only
after several distinet revelations from God. The Spirit of the Lord
came upon Jephthah when he led Isracl to victory over the Am-
monites. Samson was a Nazante consscrated to God from his birth, and
j though, perhaps, the least wise and the least spuntual of all the Judges,
+ he performed his marvellous feats of strength and prowess when the
. Spirit of the Lord came upon him. Samuel, who consolidated the na-
{  tionaud prepared the way for the kingdom, was at once the far seeing
statesman and the head of the prophetic order.  And when the pro.
phetic line reached 1ts grand culmnation i Jesus of Nazareth, it was
again linked with the higtest power. IIe being king as well as
i prophet.
‘ It can hardly be said that the government of the nation by a hne of

proplicts was a success.  The ideal was too high 2 one to be realized.

The mass of the people was too selfish, scctional feehng was too strong

to ve readily controlled by purely moral power. And there were
wanting men of sufficiently high character to supply a continuouns suc-
cessicn of effecuve leaders.  In some cases too, the power must have
been abused, and there was no cffective check on it.  Consequent-

ly the period of the Judges was a period of ever recurring anarchy

’ and disaster. It was necessary that tlus form of government should,
sooner or later, be replaced by somcthing more stable, and in the
nature of things it was almost nevatable that it should be replaced by

~ a military despotism, which, at first intended to be supreme only in
, time of war, soon usurpe? all power in time of peace as well.  Samun?
foresaw the change coming :\n(l)slrovc aganst 18, by punlymg the order

of prophets and giving it a better organization. e also sought to
secure a higher degree of efficiency by training them for their work.

It was to this end doubtless that he cstablished the schools of the
prophets.  And so far as his own adimmistration was concerned. it
scems to have been highly successful.  But cven with him the system

. broke down, just where 1t always had broken down, viz. ¢ in the difs

ficalty of obtaining a worthy successor. His sons, from whon 1.
expected the choice would be made, gave no promise of ‘hee,
qualities that would have fitted them for the office. A popular mo -
ment began in favor of a military leader, which proved too strong for
Samuel to resist, and, somewhat reluctantly, he consented to the
change. Even then, however, an cffort was made to preserve the
ancient torm of government by the prophets ; for before Saul was
crowned as king, he was imtiated into the prophetic order, somewhat
to the surprise of those who were not in the secret.  And the strong
hLold which this idea had upon the popular mind is shown by the ready
recognition of propheuc gifts in the persons of King David and King
Solomon, even though they no longer formally held the prophetic
office. Itis in all probability owing to the persistence of that iecling
that_we owe the ready acceptance of their wortks as inspired.

One would naturally have expected that as soon as the prophets
were superseded in the government of the nation, they would quictly
have disappeared from view, and that nothing more would be heard of
them. Rut it was not to be so by any means.  The change had not
been of their secking and they were not prepared to step aside and
have no further voice in the conduct of public a&:irs. They felt that
they were still the representatives of the divine idea in the nation. In
a peacelul revolution otd forms and old offices are apt to survive even
though the functions may be changed  “They might be deprived of power
but they could not be deprived of their moral influence. And it was not
long before the course o} events opened up asphere of activity to them.
In the case of Saul, it soan became appirent that the spirit of his
government was a purely selfish and worldly one, utterly at variance
with the traditions of the prophetic order.  And at a very early period
of his reign he came into collision with Samuel, who was still” too in-
fluential to be reacdily overridden. At fird a perce was patched up ard
an open rupture avouled 3 but the spirit of the one was irreconcilable
with the sprrit of the other, and the result was a struggle that Iasted as
long as Saul lived,  But it is important to_observe the practical effect
which it had upon them and their order.  First of all it gave them in-
creased vitality and secured the permanence of the office. It atonce fur-
winhed them with an ohject to work for and stimulated their activity,
whle their success showed the real extent of the power that remained
to them and made them necessary for the support of the monarchy.
Again it must have changed very largely the composition of the order.
Previotts to thns tiine the idea was that the prophets should be as it
were the picked men of the elders.  “Ihus they were almost necessarily
drawn from the raling classes.  But the moment they came into con-
flict with the king, the ruling classes would naturally take his side and
thiey would be glad to welcome those coming from any social grade who
were in sympathy with their ideas and had the necessary qualifications.

"1t undoubtedly the chief effect which it produced was a change
in” their work and sphere of activity.  Up to this time, as we have
seen, they were occupred with the responsibilities of government.  They
had been the judges of Ismel.  Now they became teachers and preach-
ers of religion.  ‘The change seems to be a radical one, and it was;
but the transition from the one to the other was made easily enough.
Even as judges ana magistrates they must have done much towards
the cducation of the people in matters of morality and religion. In
a primiuve community justice is not administered in the strictly
legal and technical <pirit that is so apt to be found at a higher
stage of civilimtion.  ‘The magistrate is mather an  arbitrator
and adviser than a judge, in the modern sense, and he would as
frequently be found seeking to prevent wrong-doing as punish.
ing it. He is the sort of social head ¢ the community, the
leader and guide of public opinion, to whom the people naturally look
to take the initialive when any good work was needing to be done, or
any growing evil checked.  When, therefore, they were deprived of
their official dutics, and found themselves in a position of antagonism to
the government, it was the most natural thing in the world for them to
take the role of educators of public opinion and to scck to spread
abroad their ideas among the people.

They did not, however, become mere political propagandists. Tt
arose indeed from the very nature of the case, that the great subject on
which they would first be led to influence public opinion was a political
one, the general policy which Saul was pursuing at home and abroad.
But their own feehings, and the traditions of their order, led them to take
a wide and far-sighted view of the case.  In their view the one
essential feature of a sound policy was fidelity to Jehovah and obedience
to lus law.  In secking, therefore, to bring the nation to adopt what
they considered a <ound policy, they were naturally led to remind the
people of their allegiance 1o God, and to instruct them in the require-
ments of his law. In this sense the work of the prophets never ceased
to have a political hearing, and they always interested themselves in
the great political questions of the day. In fact, they scem to have
done more to make and unmake dynastics than any other class in the
nation. As we have already seen, they removed the family of Saul
from the throne in favor of that of David. It isnot very clear how
far the revolt of the ten tribes was due to them, but they certainly scem
to have favored the cause of Jeroboam, and helped him to success.
The various revolutinns in the northern kingdom, by which the families
of Jeroboam, Baasha and Ahab werc successively dethroned, were
cither encouraged or headed by prophets.  They never shrank from
the logical consequences of their opinions, cven though they ine
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