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THL ANTCIEN]' -RAýCES 0F IRE-LAND.

HE Irish question ils one of
the leading questions of

dy tis es3entially a
pltclone, but lreland

his attracting the attention
of scbolars as well as states-
men. They are begincing
to find out that Irelanci
bas a history cf its own,

and that it is as well deservingof studyas the
1leautiful legends of Central and Nortberni
1-u r ope. In two of the great uciversities
cf (•ermany, chairs of the Irish language
have been establisbied and necessarily, for
it ils so intimiately cocnected wvîth the
o1ther tongues of Europe, that it miust form
Part of any thorough linguistic study. In
an appendix to "Speranza's,"Aincienit/gnd
nlfd Super-s1itions of Zr-cland tbere is a
lecture delivered by ber husband, Sir
Wýýilliam. Wilde, on tbe subject wvbich forms
the titie of tbis article. In tbis sbort essay
IPropose giving a synopsis of tbe lecture,

l'rom tbe similarity whicb exists between
tbe fauna and flora of England and Ireland
and tbose of the continent we are led to
believe tbat what is known as tbe B3ritisb
Isies xvas at one time joined to the main-
land. At some ucknown perîod a break
teck place and Great Britain and Ireland
assurried tbeir presenit shape. After this

epn1ch man first set foot on Irish soil, but

hi pregrinations were rny and far dis-
tantp be fore he reached that resting place.

pothe sacred wriltings we learn-and
tbis statcment is confirmed toc by tbe
investigations cf bistorians, that the cradle
cf mnankind was scmewbere between the
Caspian Sea and the great River Eupbrates.
After the flood and tbe subsequent increase
Of tbe earth's population the burnan family
%as divided into tbree great branches, tbe
Aýsiatie, the African and the Indo-European
Or Aryan. With the two first cf tbese we
hiave notbing to do. As tbe population
in1creased enmigration became necessary and
large bordes passed up the the banks cf
the Euphrates, the Volga and the Danube.

Tiiatpsome rude, uncultivated tribes re-
rnained for a tirne on the D)anube and that
tbeY rested for a considerable period in
Swvitzerland is learned froin unerring

rne~cral...îîn)lcl~tsof stune, flint acd
POttery, reseniblicg in a great nieasure the

stone tools and wveapocs cf the primitive
Irish. Driven by sorne more powerful and
more cultivated race frein their mountain
bomne they passed down th.- banks cf the
Rhine and the Elbe and helped to people
Nortb Western Europe, forminLf with those
wxho arrived coastwise tbe great nation of the
Gauls and Belgae. StilI moving westwards
they solon landed in Kent and ere a con-
siderable lapse cf turne they crossed the
Irish Sciancd thecir western migrations
we-re at an end. Th'is wvas long before the
timje cf Solornon -and the Irishinan cf
ibat day could boast cf having traversed
lands and seas altogether unknown to
Pbolnca or Cartbiagimn commerce.
The people wvere very simple in their habits;

-they were clad in the skins cf animals
slain witb weapcns cf flint, stone, bone,
and wood or born ; and adcrned witb
sbells, arcber and pebbles collected
on the sea shore. Tbere religion wvas
Pa gan-Sunworship or Druidisim- a relic
cf their easterni origin. With regyard to
their dwellings we are not left to mere con
jecture, for about sixteen years ago a log
but xvas discovered fourteen feet below the
surface cf a bog in the county of 1)ocegal.
This dwellicg was twelve feet square and
cine feet high ; and cocsisted cf an upper
and lower chamber whicli werc: prcbably
sleeping a1)artiiiects. The pastoral state
'vas the oce wvhich prevailed rnost amcngst
those first ichabitants cf Erin. Stock rais-
in- cccupied the attention (,f the people to
50 great an extent that rcany cf the quai rels
whicb tock place arnongst the native
princes had their orngin in difficulties con-
cerning cattle. The Il Tain Cuailce " the
most famous metrical romance cf Europe
after the IlNiebelungenlied " is but the
recital cf a cattle raid froin Connaught in-
to Louth during the reign cf Mave Queen
cf Connauglit--a personage transnntted to
us by Shakespeare as the Queen Mab cf
the Il Midsumrner Nigb-t's I)reami," These
primitive people are styled the Firbolgs.
Tbey bad aws and social institutions and
establisbed a monarchical fcrm cf govern-
ment at the fan farned hilI cf Tara in the
centre cf a veiltable Arcadia, for even to
this day the plains cf Meatb are ucrivalled
for their pastura,,e.

'l'le next immigration. w~e bear cf is that


