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stones and their altars vith a vigor and a
pertinacity tiiat brook no desecratian,
even Miîen made an the plea of art. But
it cannaI bc denicd thit the evii, .115o in
Engiand, lias struck duel) rmots, and is
growung apace, fostered l>y an ev imt ionary
science, and an agnasti: phiilo, èihy.

Wliat, then, in the face of ail tliese
facts, is tie future whiicli %vc inust pre-
dict for art ? The question lîerc, is nal
concerning the special forni mhidi the
literary art niay assume iii tic future,
wiîetlier it wiIl be iii prose or vecrse,
wlîether lyriv, draniatic or epic, b)ut
aur inquiry is concermiing the spirit, tic
soul of art, its ideal rupresemiatiati of
whlat is beautifuil and sublime ini natture
and in nil ? Is tic muse, Iieavcn's
fairest daughiter, doanied to a sî>cedy and
ingiorious deatlî, or is slîc faied to drag
bier wlhite robe of l)urity thirougl ian exist-
ence stili more ignanuinious ? No, ladies
and gentlemen, a tliousand tinies, no!
Art, witb lier sister, Religion, is tirnily
implanted in the heart of mani, and ever
bas been its guiding star, and its buoyant
farce.

Let us in mind glance tlitouglî the
dim ages of the past, what is it that, at
the farthest prospect of limie, ieets aur
wondering gazce? A gloriaus temple
looms up îowards he.ýven, whiicii, solitary
and grand, is crected by the hand of man
ta, the One l'rue God. And in the
sacred shrTine of that temple ihere lies a
Book, wliiclî hîavim,< issued fro;u the
mind of God Hinîseif, and heing penned
by His cliosen inessengcirs, lieraids ta the
ivorld the mandates of tic D)ivine wifl in
language s0 sulime thial it lias been, not
only the consolation, but also the îmnetic
inspiration, of the noblest of aur race.
Now let us turn ta the Southi ta, that
nîysteriaus river, whose waters lave tue
boary pyramids. Here, iikewise, a strang
civilization lias sprung nip, enl)o(lied iii a
vigorous art ; but whiat a contrast wlieî
we compare ut ta tliat sp)irituail art by the
Jordan. 'l'le iofty elevation of the jews
bas liere suffered mnaterial (legradation.
The mind of tle E gyptians, unable ta soar
above tlie skies, lias exî)anded itself uupan
the earîli. Tlieir art especially shows
this tendency. In tbe pyranidsý, tiiose
epics in stane, uniatter stands before us in
ils massive grandeur, but the divine as
well as tbe bunian is symiilized in tie
beast, anud the unsolved niystery of liurnan,

life is stili guarded in the brazen t>row of
the sphinx.

Ift novi %w turn froin the glomly ecast
and follow the path of civilization toivards
the \\'est, ta the surn, shores of re,
w~hat a giarious prospect nicets aur view
lrorms of ethueal beauty rise before us,
and tie sangs that strike l11)01 the car
havé borrowed the harnmony of the
sphcres. Whlat is it that lias taught the
Greek to, fashion heauty in such wondrous
shapes ? Is it the stiniulating influence c(J
a heautifuil nature that sur'rounds hlmi P
No, ladies and gentlemen, no ! Soil and
chime mnay tint aur skmi and steel aur
nerve, but thuy caîwiolçt elevate aur heanls
above thecir awn sphere. 'l'lie elevation
of the Greeks emnanated from a nobler
source. Their philosaphers and pacis
hiad cast behind theni the grass, degrad-
ing superstitions of the East, and lifting
thecir iooks an highi they caughit a gliipse
of that etcrnal truth so long la't sighit of
by tlie luiuan race. To themn, inded,
that truth appeared only in a diun aduni-
bration such as hurnan reasani, uinaidcd
by a hielping hand fram ahave, is able ta
attain. But it wvas suiflicient ta cal il u in
their hearts and iii tie imiagination of
tlîeir pocts ideais of beauty such as the
world lîad neyer helieid siîîcc it hiad (lis-
carded the guidance of tlîat noble book
in tue TIemple i>y the Jordan. Vet,
tbiîaglî einentiy great, neitiier tlîeîr
philasol)ly nar their art reachied that per-
fectian of wliicli it is capable. Its struc-
ture iacked that solid foundation on
which aloîîe it cati be reared ta, its perfcci
lieighit, nanel3', a clear :mnd unslîakable
knowiedge of the divine and the liiman
nature, anîd of the relation af the latter in
tue former. Consequentiy it renîainedl
suspen(led b)etveein lîaven and earthiî
lowercd tic divine eienient, but it ceited
the iiunîan far above the conception of
lie otiier MPagan nations araund theni. It
ras tlîe apotiîeosis of n1ami But if in the
;dei elciîîent Grecian art icked pcrfe'-
tion, iii tue formi, tic pureiy mstlieticai
cienient, its excellence tr:,nscends ail that
lias been aclîieved iii tue iîistory of the
i)ast.

Ifnow 've direct aur <,lance farther
towards tie W~est, we bh -Id entbronedl
upon TIibcr's seven huiis, Ronie, tue cher-
nal inistress of the worid. 'l'le nîajesty
of empire chiaracterizes nt oniy lier oui-
ward lineunents, but aiso lier inner life, and
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