
Th/e Montly .dvocaee. 185

affectionate faithful home instructions. The practical effeot of their
wvhoe conduct and conversation, both on the Lord's day and «Il the clays
of the -week, is to undo whatever iay bave been dons by the eurnest
labouirs of the pulpit. What mnust sucli childreni think of those fluent
prayeis that they hear every iiight st the farnily altarl Wliat of the
consistency of those parents wvho utter such solemn mociceries? Oh!1 it
is better neyer to pray at all for the conversion of their ofll3pring than to,
asic Ced, in solemn tones te, 8aVe theis, while you are using your whole
influence te, harden and destroy them. "1Out of -thine own mouth will
1 judge thce, tliou unfaithf ni servant."

Y'uI eternity it iviI1 lie aýterrible thing for many a mean to, xeet bis owu
prayers. Their very languiagP. iil ceudemu bus ; for lie knew bis duty,
but ho did it iiot. Those fervent prayers, which the good juan laboured
te inake effectuai, will lie "s hining ones " in white raimnt te conduet
their author in te tho banqueting-house of the GRAST KING. But; the
falsehoods uttered zit the throne of mgrice wiil lîve again as tornaenting
scorpions in the day of the ILord's appearing. "lBe net rash with thy
niout, nor let thy hcart lie Iaasty te utter anything before Ged," is an
injunction that forbids more than irreverence in prayer. It forbida us,
by implication, to asic for that whiclî we do flot sincerely desire. Above
ail, it forbids the asking frein God those blessings whicli we are hinder-
ing by our neglect, or thwarting by our selflsb.ness and subelief.

* IMPROVEMENT OF-TIME.

Talcs care of the corners or fr«-gî?àentt of your time. Bear in nlind
here, as iu ail other things, "lte p~ower of litties." Many a person wbo,
would lie ashamed te, think of sitting idle for a wvbele heur, 'will Jose
more time than that almost tinconsciously, during a day, in small por-
tions. And on the other baud it is astonishing what maay lie made eut
of tiiose quarters of heurs, which ùre se often allowed te slip uselessly
away. A short trial would convince you of this. Uet sonie simple piece
of work, or useful book, lie appropriated te thos6 intervals which yen
know are likely te occur betwcen yeur regular engagements, when yeu
are alone or in the family, and you will le surpriseil te ses the progresa
soon made in either.

Be meitidiccd in layiücg out your time, se far as this is iu your
power. Ws inust net be slaves te method, yst 1 believe nothing of inuch
value, generally speaking, cau lie accomplished without it. While ever
hlet us enaoulooing orward to e eah dasriss o ber ab yt
letusl edakowrlding orelv toeac lie at the dizps, of our ae ye
say wvith, the apostle, "If the Lord -wi1l, weý shahl live, anid do iM8 or
tlwt." Even in tedieus sicknuss, as lias been well observed, it is won-
derfuil .iow the wsariness of long days inay lie lightsned, by having
regular times for sucli variety ef employments as an invalid is capable
of. IMany of yeu, I kuow, have regular duties, dependent moe on the
arrangements of others than your own. Be faitbful and diligent ini thes,
but s0 far as aiiy of yen can cheose für yourselves, my eE-nest advice is
te plan beforehand, as seesas most suitable, your hours for study, work,


