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is storoci. Thon solecting a nice, rrosh poplar or beechi 1og, ho0
pushies the end down into thie inud, lcatving thoe uppor end just
below tho surface of- the wator. I-f thoni sots one, of biis large
double-spring traps, fastonod to a lighit polo, on thc bottoin about
oigh)toon inchoes fromi tho log. Trappers always use a dry tain-'
rack polo to wlvih b to faston tho end of the trap-chiain. The ond
of? thie polo is placed throughi thoe ring, anci a wedgo drivon in to
prevont thie chiain fromi coming off. A dry polo is used boca,.use
a, beaver woul(l soon eut to picos a, green one, and SQ escapeO
withi the trap. But oven a beavor cannot cut a (lry taxnarack
stick. rfIiis polo is called thie 'I ally pole." Thoe sharp frost of
a Caniadian winter soon covers this lio with a shooet of cloar ice.
Whoen nigbht cornes on the beaver goes out for supper. Ho soon
discovors this fresh log, wvhichi is a garoat deal bâtter c-ating than
those that have been sornoe tirno in thie witter. But alas! iîo
soonor doos hoe risc on bis hind foot to commence bis supper, than
tho poor fcflow is caughit in the trap which bholds Iiimi fast tifl
lio droxvns. Thoe hunter cornes in the, rorning, and looking down
thirougli the cloar ice secs tho victini, cuts a hole, draws Up the
tally polo and thon the trap with thie doad beavor. Ho rc.sets
the trap, and the operation is repeatcd until, perhiaps, ncarly the
wholc colony is taken.

Whilc thie bc-a-vor shows a wondorful instinct and a surpris-
ing* skill in Ihis enineleriing opor.ations, yot it is very often a
foolishi and blind in:stincet. On this aiestroain whoro I saw
this damn, cvinceing SQ mnuch skill. and foresight, thoro wovre four
or live othler smnall damns wvhicli wore more abortions, and whicli
scrved no useful purposo thiat I could discover. Thcy werC
ovidcntly buit rnoerly to satisfy this strango proponsity for
building damns and for cuittinvg down trocs- wvhichi discinuiishies
the boavor. Growving not f-ar fromn the damn wore soveral largo
SUgIar mai,-pbos. 'l'liî boa '.crs hiad conicncod on two of thicse the
utterly hopelos-, task of cutting thein down. One of thcm wvas
certainly two foot thbroughi, and yet thoy ha,ýd mado a circlo of
cuttingr round the entiro troc, tbougb tholiy had not succccded in
gcetting throughl oven tbe bark, and hiad to Icave off in disgrust.
Thoen i. saw seoral trocs eut down but not sevcrcd fromn the
.9turnp, and of wlhich no use hiad boon made. \Vhiat that wondcr-
fui thing whichi we cail instinct is \% e dIo not know ; but bctwoen
it and 1luman Roason thoere is -a great guIf fixcd, and this our
Evolutionist friends hiave xîot yot begun to span!
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