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[We cccommend to the attention of tho pracueal
fatmer the following arucle, from ¢ The Complete
Yarmer.”* Tho culture ot winter wheat, f ntroduccd
into Nova Scotia, would Icssen materially the hurry
which now necessarily attends the Spring work.]

‘T'o raise good wheat is considered, buth in
Awerica and Burope, ns an object of prime
cousequence to the cultivator ; and agricultu-
ral writers bave of course heen very volumin-
ous on the subject.  We shall select und con-
dense son ¢ of theiz remarke, which appear to
us of the greatest importance, nnd add what
our own observation and experience hag sug-
gested.

VWheat is thought to be the most useful of
the farmaceous plants s and ns the bounty of
Provideace has senerally deereed that those
things which are most useful shall be most
common, wheat accordingly wills grow i al-
most any part of the globe. It thrives not
only intemperate, but in very hor andin ve-
Ty cold regions: i Africn and Sibersa, as
in the United States and Great Britamn. 1t re-
quires a good lonmy soil, not too lizht nor too
heavy. T'he Memoirs of the New York
Board of Agriculture, vol. ji. p. 23, stare that
¢ wheat grows best on land which contawns
Jjust as much clay as can be combined with it
without subjecting the wheat to be frozen ont.
And the author of that urticle, Mr Aumtos Baton,
observes, ¢ Smceit is the clay which absorbs
and retains mostof the watertujurious in wheat
soils, 1 adopted a rule for the considernuon of
farmers, fonnded ou that principal, and con-
fiemed by all the abservations 1 have been en-
abled to make. Rule—Wash a Lttle of the
sl in a tumbler of water, aml observe the
time required for it to become clear.  If the
tume requured exceeds three hours, it may be
considered us hable to be injured by frost.’
W. Van Dusen, n farmer of Renselluer county,
New York, says ¢ that f whent be sowed thie
Just weelt in August, on clay soil, it will gene-
rally resist the effect of frost in the winter,
and of insects in the spring.’ ¢A clay sml)
accarding to the snme work, ¢ having absarh-
eda large proportion of watcr, becomes cellular
as the water freezes, or rises up in various pro-
tuberances, so that the reots of the wheat
become disengaged from their hold in the soil,
It is very mamfest that if whentis sowed so
carly that each plant may have nme to extend
its roots into the suil, its chance for retamning
sts hiold will be better,”  We believe that not
only clay, but lune chalk, macl, or other cal-
carcous substance, is necessary to bring wheat
to profecuon, and the grounds to our belief we
shall exhubit hereaficr.

Tie Complete Farmer says, that ‘the best
time for sowsng wheat 1s aboat the beginmayg of
Scptember.  Butaf the carth be very dry, nt
had better be deferred till some showers have
woistened the soil.”  Mortimer says he has
known wheat to be so musted ana spotled by
Insing long o the ground before rain cnme,
that it never came up at all; to whieh bhe
adds, “that he has seen very good crops of
wheat from seed sown in July We should
appreheud however, that it would he neces-
sary to feed wheat sown so early, in order to
preseat s going to seed the first year, or get-
ting too far advanced in its growth to resist
the frost of the succeding winter. Sowing in
dry ground is generally recommended for
seeds ; but wheat being liable o be smuty,
is commonly prepared by steeping in brine or
1 me, and in conscquence of the steep vegetn-
tion commences ; and if the seed in this state
is placed 1 carth which 1s and coutinues for
any time dry, vegetation is checked by the
drought which kills or greatly ivjures the seed.

Early sowing requires less seed than lute,
beenuse the plants have more time, and are
more apt tn spread and theow out n good num-
ber of stalks.  More seed is required for poor
than for rich lands, and rich land early sow-
ed requires the least of any. Bordley’s Hus-
bandry snys, ¢ The climate and so0il of Aneri-
cn may bo believed to differ greatly from those
of England respecting the growth of some
particular plants.  Wheat sown there two to
three bushels on an acte yiclds grent crops,
‘I'wo bushels an acre sown sn Muryland or
Pennsylvanin would yield struw without grain.
In Maryland threa pecks are commonly sown,
I never had better crops than from half o bush-
el of sced wheat te an ncre, in a few instan-
ces.  lu these instauces the ground was per-
fectly clean and fine, alter many ploughings
or horse-hocings of maize, [lndian corn,] on
wnich the wheat was sown n September,
whilst the maize was mipening, It was a clay
lonm highly pulverized.  But because of the
luss of plants at other umes, 1 preferred to
sow three pechs to an acre.” ¢ Gram which s
thin sown, says the Complete Farmer, is less
apt to lodge.  Eivery onc must have observed
that wm places where foot-paths are nde
through whent fields, by the side of the paths,
where the corn is thin, and haz been trodden
down in winter and spring, the piants have
stood crect, when most of corn in the sume
tield has heen lnud flat on the ground; an ad-
vantage procoeding from the circuinstance of
the stutks having more room.’

The Farmer’s Assistant asserts, that ¢ the
tine for sowing wheat probably  depends
much on previous hulnt. Phus if it were
sown a number of successive yenrs by the
middle of August, and then the timo of sow-
inyg were changed at once to October, theerop
would probably be mueh lighter on that ac-
count; vet, where whent has became habitun-
ted to be sown Iate, 1t will do tolerably well.
The Inter it i9 sown, however, the more sced
isrequsite. When early sown, a bushel 10
the nese is believed to be suflicient ; but when
sown later, a bushkel and a half, or more, may
be neeessary.! The estmate of seed, how-
ever, should be formed not so much frin the
capacity ef any particular measure, us from
the number of graws which that measure con-
tans,  The larger and fuller the seed is, the
greater quantity by measure will be reguired
the smailer, the less quantity,  Much there-
fore, must be left to the diseretion of ihe fur-
mer, who must take into consideration the
tute of sowing, the quahty and preparation of
the soil, as well as the plumpuess or the shn-
velled state of the seed wheat.

If naked summer fallows are used at ali,
they mny ns well be made preparntory 1o a
crop of wheat. It may sometimes be expe-
dient to spspend, for one season, the raising
of th: ~rops of any sort on land which is ex-
hausied or greatly infested with weeds; and
during the snmmer and autnmn plough and
harrow it several wines, and thus thoroughly
subducit.  When such a process is adopted,
wheat is generally the succeeding crop  The
eustom of nuked fallowing, however, is not
much approved of in modern husbaudry, and
that mode of preparing for wheat is rarely
adopted by scientific cultivators.  Sic John
Sinclair says, * ‘The raising clean, smothering,
green crops, and leeding stack with them upon
the land, is not only much more profitable, as
far a8 relates to the value of the crop substi-
tuted in lieu of a fullow, butis alsoa more
eficctunl method of procuring large crops of
wheat, or any other crop, which may succeed
the green crop.’ There is a  disadvantuge
sometimes attending fallows, which we appre-
liend may be more detrimental in our climnate
thanin that of Great Britnin,  Land which is

kept in a light and pulverized state is liable to

he washed awny by voilent rains, nnd the
showers ol our suwmmer seacon sre usunlly
nore pleatiful, and fall with more impetuosny
than thoge of England, altheugh the mean
moistire is less, and there 13 luss ron (nlls 1
the course of a year on ths thau the other sue
of the Atlantte.

In modern tillngo, wheat more nsually fol-
lows clover than noy othercrop ; and Bordley's
Husbandry says, ¢ cloveras the best prepara-
tive for o crop of wheat.! In such a case,
English farmers, und wndeed all others who
worl: it right give but one ploughing, and
harrow i the seed by passing the harrow twice
i a place the same way with the furrows.
Mc Bordley divects that the operatious of
ploughing, harrowing, and sowing, should
unimedintely follow cach other. Me Macro,
an eminent English farmer, says, * From up-
wards of twenty years' experience 1 am of
apinion that the hest way af sowwg clover
lands with wheat, is to plowgh the land ten
or fourteen days before you soiw ity that the lnud
may have tune to get dry, and after rain toe
malke itdress welle I am at o loss to account
tor the wheat thriving ddtar on londs whick
have becn ploughed some time, than it dves on
fresh ploughed lands which dress as well or
better ; hut ! have often tried both ways on the
same lunds, and always found the former an-
swer best”  Mr Bordley, in sttemipting to ac-
count for this efiuet, suys, ¢ I conjecture thant
the ¢lover plauts being buricd and the wheat
sown at the same time, they both ferment and
run into heat in the same period; the germ
then shuoty, aud the rootis extremely delicate
and tender for some doys ; during which, the
buried herboge obtains its highest degres of
heat 5 which, added to the internal heat of the
aerm, iy, though only slightly, cheek and
little injuro the delicate shoots of the wheat..
In sprowting barely for making malts n little
cxcess of heat in the bed checks, and alinlo
more totally stops the sprowting or growth of
the roots.  Both modes give crops superior to
what are produced on fallow 5 furmers may try
both metheds for determiningwhich to prefes ;
that is, ns well immediate sowing, on plough-
ing in the ciover, as the method of sowing not
till ten or fourteen days after haviug ploughed
in the clover suppose a half each way.

7% be continued.

We recommend a trinl of the (wilowing ex-
persment—at least on o small seale :—

Ruescoy ronr the: Tawnt in 1ne Poraron
Curor.—An intclligent individual conversant
with farming operations, infurms us, that the
progress of pichling the sced potatoes with
limie, has, for severul years paust, secured him
plentiful and avhiotesnme crops of putatoes.
The best proofof the niility of the simple pro-
cess ig, that in the same fichl, the plants that
had been pickled had yickied exeellent crops,
while those that had not been so prepared fuil-
ed.—The lime 19 supposed to destroy the grub,
‘The advantage of this cannot be too greatly
made Lnown to the public, especiully us 1t
seems ta be apprebended thar, in mauy pla-
ces, there will apain be o decived fatlure
in this year’s crop.

Ox e Currere or Peas —A wnter in the
Genessee Farmer, observes, that the custow
nsed to be among farmers to sow three or four
bushels of pens to the acre, and they usually
obtained about fifteen bushels; that some
years ngo he went from home, directing his
farmer to sow two acres of peas just ns he sow-
ed wheat, having reference to the quantity,
sowed only one and » quarter bushels to the
acre. On returning he found bis peas very
thin, and let it go for an experiment, and 1t
proved to boa good one. Ile bas since fol.

lowed out the experiment, and geserally gets



