
TH E P FA RM1E R'S IlA N LIA li.

DEEIP PLOUGIIING. kinds of laînds; and every variety of tho article,
MEsBss EI'VORos,-Tlioughl not a practical far- good, bad and inditibrent Nvas in requisition, and if

mler, 1 reild your p.apIer 'vitlî dee1> attention. P-or none wvas to be bought, a littie must bc borrowed
years 1 have read nîîuclî and thouglit more up)on jusi Io carri aci-oss the field and rcturned -%vithout
agrricultural subjects. i3tteputclapiaindiminution of quantity. And wvliat ivas the conse-
of my readin, and thought, lias been conflned to quence ? XVith the great body -)f those who used
the narrow space of about one acre o1 garden. In this 8 tîe~sntv, tls at n a
this I deliglit tu, steai away froin iny other avoca- abandonied. Gypsutn lias ail tie virtues which it
tions, and watchi the operation or the principles of ever possessed, and iii certdin circumnstances, is
the " science of' agicdtc. y practical nac- capable of producingc great resuits; but if they are
quaintance wvîtli the bubject, lioive%,er, liai beea a îlot kiioii anîd regartidcd, dîsponmn utb
littie more extensive. ky boyhood. tili %vell along the illeVitable consicquence-Bostou0 Cultivator.-
into my teens, 'vas spent upon a farmn, and it bas
been a source of ireqtient regret witli me, thiat 1 CRADLE.-TiîC cradie is an implement of agyri-
%v'as tempted to lenve thiat dellitful pursuit. But culture of conîparatively mîodern invention andi
enougli of'tlîis. intended to aià la cuttingr and gatheringr grain,

My attention îvas attracted te a conimunication which, ,,len vlIconstruzted anid skçilfuly used,
in a late number of your paper from Mr. Johin it docs most mat.erially. Pormer]y the sickle was
l)ixon, wvhich, it seenis to mie, is calculated to do relied on iii gîatlieriiig the grain crops, now, unless
a great amount of' injury to the fîtrmimng intcrests. on1 newv lar1dsb, its use is niostly abandoned. The
There is one grand mistakçe îvhicli rarmners. more craie consists of a broad scythe connected with
thian any other classes, fali into; and that is,*in de- a snaith and lighit frame worlç, the fingers of hi,
ducing gencral principles trom the operation of a projecting in a line wvith the scythe, gather and re-
single experiment; and the author or the coînmu- tain the suraw as it is cut in the semicircular sweep
nication referred to, lias fallen into the sanie error, of the implemnent, until it is depositcd on the earth.
at least so f ar as appears. WVby is it thiat thtere is iii a position for binding into sheaves. Serious
so great a diversity of opinion amungr firmers objecions librmnerly existedl to the use of the cradie
upon the samie sabjcct? Obviously, for the realson in the wheat field, as îvitli the clumsy iîapiemcnt
that they try but a single experîment, and that, as first used, maich grain iras lost that mig1ht have

witiou rgar t iîmbrless circunîistanices, uhali becia saved by the sicîde .but nowv a skilu cradier
are indispensable to its, success. Thus, a t'armer wtilli a good cradie, follo'îed by a comnpetent
licars his neiglibor strongly recomnrend deep raker, ivillinl the wbieat field lose lîttle if any
plougb"ing, and ha0 siî,ks bis plough to double more than tie siekle, and a savinoe of at last one
the -deptil te whIich lie lias beeni accustozned, hai," the timoc will ho mnade. XVUea ive comipare
buries entirely his ricla soul, nd brings to the the aliciont cradle, as dciineated ia the books eof
top tlae subsoil, ivlliclî lias neyer been exposed agriculture, and even tlioe noiv used in England,
to atmospberic influence, or received tic benefit of withi thoso constructcd at this trne la the UJnited
other causes whicl, contribate to the formation of States, we shall cease to -wonder at the objections
the productive soi]. Ilis crops are spoiled, hoe as- made to tîxoîr uise, and be convînced of the groat
cribes it to bis deep ploughlingy, aî'd at once, %vitihout inoprovomeuts effected in their niaking. The best
flartiier inquiry or e-iperlinciiat, condeînns the wliole implenment ofthe Ui ind, is the one termod the
systena. Any person acqutainiied 'a ith. the prinici- M1ooiy cradie, in which a very cuirved snaithi is
pies of tillage11' %ith "book-farming," wotild have used, and tue wcigbit of' the grain iwhen on the ina-
told hinii bcforehiand whiat lie Iiiud to'leamai by bitter pleinent, brougylit so much nearer tie operator, as
experience, aîîd ut inucl cont. It is precisely so in materialiy to lessen the labur and fatigue of carry-
multitudes of' other cases, In no other plîrsuit are ing it, while it cuts the grain with great evenness,
opinions so flatly contradictory, in ilo other busi- and of tbe desired width.
îiess are practices so dianietrically opposite. One
plants the larr'gest potatoes hiu cana get ; another GlmUIN Clt.&DL£s.-Every farmer shomild have ext
wiil tell you tlîat the smallest iviil do just as wvell. last oîîe cradlle, and a great many need two. Rc
One plants a iiliole potato, and cannot be induced sliould no more t1iink cf doing without co, than at
to change Ilis praCtico ; lais next neighbor says it înarried lady doos et' getting aloag îvitlout a littie
is ail Ïolly and a useless avaste of seed, and -cuts different article of the sanie naine. One man,
luis potatocs into siall bits ; wvhile a, third says, wiio uîiderstands flic business (and it la by ne
thiat the cyc is suficent, and ai the rost of tic po- me-ans a liard task te leara,) can cradle as nuacli
tatees May be saved. No doubt experimeats iii grain as six can reap, and the labor is not hait' so
ail these cases have sîîcceeded il, and aaost sig- tiresomo. We admire mca of a humble spirit, but
nally failed. But whyv is this ? For Uic obvices it pains us to cee their bodies boýwcd down and
reason, that duo attention lias iiot been paid to the crooked over in the shape cf a liaIt' moon, in tic
circumstances uîîdcr wliiiclh Uîcy have been tried, grain field, slaslîing awvay at the wvaving grain with
and for the want et' that iadoauitable patience ami a sickle. Ie.s aitogeèther tee severe-aad ne mîan
perseverance, avhicli old darne Nature requires iii could aliow hinascîf te do it, wiîon he can harvest
ail cases as a conditon precedent te a. successful lais grrain, se nwaucîa casie-, and expeditious by te
termination cf our efforts. There is ne avant cf use cf tliqe radie. XVo 'tlîiak it wèll pay wehI te,
liard labour ameng Uic tillers of tbe sol.-No class cradie eats avlien not lcdged doava, and yenl have
et' cur citizens prcbably wcrkc liardera But thiore pienty cf tinne. The extra labor over that eof moiw-
is a -want et' skilful application cf liard labour; et' ing avili. fot amnount te more than the inca of, grain
disciiniiaatng judgement, a wvant eof an acquaint- iîa rakiing, pitching, &c. Tue process cf rcaping,
once with a thousand appareilyî trifling circum- makocs altegether tee many eid inon-it breaks
stances avhicia defeats the succesful teraîination cf down cur young mon and rendors tiin aged irn
experiments. One instance ivili ilînstrate tlîis. thîcir appearancoc and leconotion, while they are
Ia the interior of New York . few years ago, gyp- yet young in years. Lot every fariner obtaizi a
aura, preduced wônderful effeets, especiaily upon grain crade aditf ho and his beys are flot per-
-crep oif ciover. Gypsun then becanje tic rage fectly avel sntisfied, if not dciitef.d, with 4
.Ulaolàpd over, wes uped for a li sorts cfe a al we'iigive it iu that wav &eropqp1e


