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Notes.

We e Jooking forward to publishing
 double number for Christimas, thor-
eughly well illustrated and having spes
vinl Christmas articles,
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Onee more our friends will Gind the
coupoi, on the third page of the cover,
in the Interests of Bro. IS, Robson's ks
tory of B, C. Mothodism,  We have had
a0 number sent in already,  Qur minis.
ters who expreseed interest in Bro, R's
hook, can now practicnlly manifest it by
drawing attention to this coupon,
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I'rom returns already to hamd we are
convineed that the expectations of the
editor, that a comparatively large sub.
seription list might easily be sccured it
a little effort were made, are correct.
The Reconder’s snccess s nssured if
onr people nre asked for their subgeripe
tione,  Where this has been done, =2
hearty response hus been glven. Some
of onur brethren have as yet done noth-
ing,
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1o, W. G. Mahon, of Clheam, sending
in  three extea subseriptions, appends
these encouraging words:  “Thig makes
now twenty-one paid-up subscriptions
sent in from us, And I may send in
some more next month'  Well done,
hrother, if all the ficlds were eanvagsed
ag well as Cheam we would now have
a list of over 2,000,

Note,.—A slight misunderstanding have
ing aricen in the minde of some of our
veaders as to the anthorship of the char-
teter sketches in the various nnmbers
of the Reecorder. Tt is only fair to cx-
plain that the biographies were not auto-
biographices,

Falling into Line.

That the conference of British Colum-
bia ix thoronghly “falling into line’ with
the ‘Pwenticth Ceatury Fund movement
is hown by the reports from the various
cireuits and missions, Revelstoke, Kam-
loope, Vancouver, Homer street, Princess
street and Mount Pleazant: New West-
minster, Nanaime, both churches; Vie-
toria, all of the churches, Eburne and
scores of smaller points, Ag we SUppos-
od, conxidering the eondition of most of
onr Western ehurches, the effort is being
largely made on hehalf of local church
dahts, but notwithstanding that, the con-
nexional funde will not suffer. and this
forwiaprl movement. on our missions, will
speedily release the  missionary soclety:

for the long standing debts have prevent-
cbomary places from asenusg ndepen
dudiee,

Tu- the midst of your liberal thought on
Brelwdf of other clatny, do ot torget v
own vollege, e anvelopus provale tor
the e of olueationad mstitntiony to
ve placed in Hoe with the contnibatio,
Loty Maetlonlat an Brash  Columnba
whe has a xpecial anteiest i var Woth
o the const, thald write in that hine
s Columinan Methodist Collese,”

Will your ame be on the historie roll?
AWHIL the numes ot your chiliten be on
it Ample provision is made wherehy
the opportuaity is within  the reach
of nearly all, Five dollars for an adult
aml one dollar for every Sunday sehoul
scholar, or Eoworth Leaguer nider six-
teen years of age,  'The wother chinreeh
has alvendy ratsed over threepnarters of
a million guineax, we certainly <honld
not b a whit behind vur relative aal-
jty.
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Higher Criticism Waning,

No small part of the chitreh has been
greatly exercised concerning the theories
advanced by a school of exegotes of Gere
man origin, who, profossedly  secking
“the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the tewth” bave songht to under
mine, partienlarly the doctrine of the in-
spiration of the Iloly Secriptures, and
have, through their  industrious sowing
of doubts, ‘*overthrown the fnith ot
some,”

T'hat the tide of doubtful criticixin has
turned, ie abundantly evidenced by the
Inter weitings of such  men ng Stosch, ot
Jeeling Dr, Godet and othert.  In the
Weatern Christion Advoeate, in an able
urticle headed  *“The Pondulum Rwings
Backward,” Bishop J, I, Hurst presenta
the hopeful side of thix subject. and in
claging, makes the following statement.

“Phere Ik not an extreme view hither-
to held by the destruetive crities of either
the 011 or the New Textament which has
not been  greatly wenkened or entirely
alvndoned.”

Thig ic only an enforcoment of the old
atw “Truth erushed ta earth shall rise
acain,”

The Ram’a Torin, of Chicago, has heen
wmost faithful in ite warnings, emphasized

by the marvellons  earloons  of  that
Chrictian artist Trank Beard, In a Iate
number e <n-enllol “Seeker  after

trsth® has gane beyond his depths in the
«ea of <peenlation, and I8 eagerly ceasp-
ine at the straws of opinione nad theor-
ies. while the shore line of tmith lies be.
hind him.

Brethren, wo need still to sit at the
feot of the Divine teacher who sald 't
am the truth,”
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Roman Catholic Assumptions.

.

The undizguisel gitisfaction which -1
heing displayed in Roman Catholic circles
with the Ritualistic advances in England;
and the constant pretentions  of  that
eharell to econtimied increase and  ad-
vancrmant leads us to quote the follow.
foee wellell wil be of interest to our read.
ors:

Tt i part of Rome's programme, says
the Preshyterian, to make all the eapital
she ean by magnificent bhoaasting, By
magnifving her gains and influence she
fs ablo to secure greater standing and ro-
ecognition among politiciang, YWhen they
are assured that she i: gaining steadily
upon Protestantism. and when thev
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know that lier vole can be thrawn larges
15 as the pricsthomt ictates, it i 1o won-
der that many of them pauder to her
and do all they can to give her cholee
municipat awd governmental tUt-bite from
time to time, It in time that the {lluxion
that Roman Catholies are gowing at a
greater rate than other religious hodics
Rellable atatisticians tell
us that between the years 1850 and
1850 the gain in the Protestant. popula.
tion of the United States, wasx, in round
nimbers, 11,000,000, <while that of the
Roman Catholic was nearly 3,000,000,
When we come to the years between
1870 awd 1800, the Protestant increase
wax 25,000,000, and the Roman Catholie
it little over 3,000,000, Thne we see
a marvellons proportionate aldvance for
Protestantism: in the first  perjod four
times that of Remaniam. and in the sece
el period clcht times  creater,  Now,
when we remember that Romaniam obe
taine her caine largely throuch Smmiera.
tion, which ix deereasing, and when it iz
known that she suffere heavy leaknges
throngh Mmerican contacte, which s ine
ereacine, the force of thin  statisticnl
«hnwing i= nll the more steiking,

Religious Legislation in Japan.

The following will be of interest:

*“T'hose progrossive and  entightened
Japanege whom our Christian brethern
have heen spouting nbout, have turned
the tables on Christianity,  [Tereaftes
pagan and Christian  stand on similar
ground in Japan, and neither the one
or the other can earry on business withe
ont bheing  repistered.  The preacher
must furpish information of who he i<,
and what hix religlon cousist of. If he
desirea to build a church he must firat
submit plans to the local governor, el
him all about it. and how it is to I
maintained. If the governor ix not satis-
fied the Christinn will be told to move.
Enlightened .nu.mn!"—-\\’orknmn."
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“Mr, Shimizu, the Japanese consul at
Vancouver, was interviewed  yesterday
regarding an Arsoclated Press despatch
which intimated that Christianity had
received a cheek in the Mikado's emplre.
Mr. Shimlzo sald this despateh created
n wrong limpression, In- the distant
past Japan would not tolearte the Chris-
tian religion at all. Ten years ago, how-
ever, the Japanese zovernment issued
deeree that no religious bellef, provided
the believer lived peaceably and did not
hreak the laws of Japan, would he Inter-
fered with by the Japancse government,
though there was no guarantee of pro-
tection.  Japan i8 a progressive nation.
and this deeree was n step in advance.
Now the government has {asued another
decree, oficially recognizing Chelstianity
as a religion of Japan. ‘thus elevating
Christianity to the high plane of Bud-
dhism and Shintoism,! and reauiring the
Christiann church  to comply with the
same  requirement as  the ancient
churches of Japan.”—“Times.”

ERRATA.

In the serial story “Pugiliat "Turned
Preacher,” on the fourth page of the
last issue, a line was left out which
thus made the sense incomplete, TRead:
“Arrnh it's meself that's had many a
argyment about the same “broth av a
Yoy, a8 we nsed to say in onld Ireland:
for there are those here who think
there’s not a goond hone In your skin, hut
T'm thinking it's hecause there are some
of them who felt the weight of that fist
at the end of your arm.”



