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F cannot but be interested in the war which. is
Sgoing on l)etveen japan and China, and wve

believe that, terrible as %var is, this ivili be the
"~instrument in God's bauds of still furth.-r Open-

ing up Ris way in the %vorld.

Re,-.ding in the Annual Report the details of last
year's work doue by our missionary wvorkers in Japan,
we are specially ini)ressed by one fact. While evan-
gelistic work is being bravely carried on by the
missionarjes theniselves, arnid difficulties and disceur-
agemnieus unknown to us ini civilized countries, wvbile
the tired rnothers are being confforted and strengthen-
ed and belped over the roughi places, sti-l the chief
importance is given to the youth of the ]and. Not
only are they receiving secular and religions edulca-
tion in the schools, but they are being trained there
for outside work as well. Many of themn already are
taking the places of their instructors. The character
thus gained must tell on the future of the country.
The great adi'antage of these native converts is
that they will always have access to, their fellow
countrymen, a clearer understanding of the language
and a greater knowledge of the national chiaracteris-
tics. Shotuld the time ei'er corne agairi when Japan
shall be closed to foreigners, it will be a joyful assur.
aince to ail inte.rested ilulier spiritual wvelfare, that the
leaven is within lier, Il w~hh shall leaven the wvhole
lumpnj." T'his thought should be an inspiration, even
now, to those who pray and work for japan.

Korea has becoîne interesting of late to us because
of its connection with the war now going on, but it
is stilli more interesting on account of having so
recendly been opened to foreign nations. consequently
to western civilization and the gospel of the Lord
jesus Christ. One rnight suppose, because in some
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respects it is a little in advance of many pagan coun-
tries (noticeably in its treatment of the children,) that
ithlas less need of our Crist-la1 î civi lization, but, if so,
one is greatly niistaken.

Sorne years ago, Dr. Meta Howard, a Methodist
Episcopal blissiouary, who went to Korea at the age
Of 23, came back after a thtee years residence there,
conipletely shattered 'n hcalth. She represented the
bill country as beautifuil and healthy, but custom would
not admit of the people building tiiere. There is such
a horror prevailing of a woman being seen by any
nman but lier hutsband, that, to prevènt the »possibility of
it, the bouses are ail bult on a level in the village.
Then there is utter neglect or rathek ignorance ef
proper sitnitary conditions. The face of the country
is kept in a deplorable state untîl the Ilclearing-up
time " cornes, which is a preparation for the coming
of the king, and occurs at long intervals. The custom
with regard to the burial of the dead is horrible in the
extren-e. Single corpses are flot interred. There
must be a number before ïurial can be given, and
then there are many forms and ceremnonies connected
wvitb it. Mean) while the bodies are kept in the houses,
anîd it is at least weeks before they are laid away.
If it sickens us only to hiear of such things, let it lead
-ns to thank God for our better conditions, and to re-
solve to do ail we can to lessen the sum of human
ignorance and rnisery.

We copy this mnonth in Cousin Joy's Corner, a lit-
tde letter from. Il }eathen Children's Friez:d," ]?t
cornes frorn the household of Rev. B. Chappeli, ând

*so will be of special interest to our N. B. and P. E. 1.
readers.

Any su!bscriber not receiving the paper ivili please
cominnîcate with the Editor.
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We wvould cail attention to the fact that our 2nd'
quarter begins in April. Nowv is the time for those
iwho have flot already done so to make up clubs!1
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THZE VOLCE OF 21 HE OLD YL4R.

I brought good desires, tliough as yet but seeds;
Let the Nev.lear malle them blosson into d1eeds.
If I gave you sickness, if I bronit you care,
Let him malze one Patience and the other Prayer.
If I brought you plenty, ai wvealth', bounteous charins,
Shahl fot the new angel tura thera into alis?
I gave health and leisure, *-.ill to dre*irn and plan;
Let him makze thein nobler,-work foS God and mnax.
If 1 brought temiptation. let sin die awvay
Into bounifless pity for ail heartt- ibat stray.
May you hold this angel dcarer ilan the Iast,
So I bless his future while hie crowns mxy past.

Adelixde Proctor.


