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ow, noither thd fathat nor motliet
of the boy ¢&ruld vead'; &nd most like-
Jy they hod pever hefore heard thia
chapter vehd to ¥Hem. I they hud,
they cevisitly hid not listored to it os
they ditt ut this time ; for, as soon as
the boy Bad read the third™etse, hia
fath-- stopped him, and cried out,
“Your are suvely reading wrong.—
¢ Except & man be botn again "—you
must hado tead it wrong.”

The littlo vender was sure that these
wero the wery words ; but this did
not 8e4isty the father, who said that
the tedcher must come to tell him
whbther of hat his éon was right.

Tho teacher way glad 1o go to the
misereble sbode on such an errand:
and When he got there, e took the
Testament, and beginning to read at
the saine place, soon cameto the werds,
 Except a mim be born again.”

Well, this was jast the game as his
son had read, and the man could no
longer - doubt that the exsct words
were in the bBook : but this only in-
credved his difficulty. “How can &
man be born agein 7 be asked.

The teacher then told him, that the
pew birth spoken of there meant &
changed heart; that a person who
bad passed through such a change
would no longer live for his owz sinful
pleasures, but for the glory of God.
He said that, instead of the love of
sin, new desires and affections would
epring up in the heart; that there
would be a love of holiness, and a con-
etant feas of dolng what is forbidden
by God. He said also, that this change
of heart and of affection would produce
a change of conduct; that the man
thus changed wotild forsake the ains
which he had befote loved, and become
sobet, honest, industrions, and frugal:
and also, in a1l things would adorn the
doctrine of God, through the merey of
the Lord Jzsug Christ, and on account
of what he had dohe and suffered.

These words thdde & great impres-
aion on the mind of this poor sinful
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and ighoratit man , be esclamed,
“We aro al wrong ,” The truth of
the Goepel had touched his heart with
power, and caused him to feel what &
wretch he had lived through the whaoie
of his life.

He Jooked wrovhid hirey and daw
everythlng to convince him that kue
own sing had brought him te .am and
desolation, even in tins world ; and
he felt that they were hurrying hm
on to cterna! destruction.  Falte the
jailer, of whom weread inthe Actsof
the Apostles, hia thought wae,  What
must § do ¥ No doubt, after this, he
was shown the way of dalvation more
clearly ; and hie conduct guve great
hope that he had experienced what
it was to be born agnin,  Aftér sever-
al yedrs, 1t was found that the sins he
nad once loved and followed kud been
forsaken, and that the word of God
was the rale of his life. His wife too
becania an altered woman : she was
now no longer neglectful of her chij-
dren, and cdring for nothing but ner
own sinful gratificatios, but desirous
of learning the will of her Maker and
Saviour, and of doing it.

You may be sure thatsuch a change
a3 this made s difference in many
other respects. The money tnat
they earned, and which once would
have been squandered in sin. was en,
ployed in making home decent and
happy. The children, as well es
themsalves, were comfortably clothed
and fed ; by degrees, their abode wir
furnished with tables and chairs, be:
and bedstead ; while clennlinése gave
additional value to everi’ new comfor
they enjoyed. They were no longer
“all wrong;” but had reason * hopc.
and others had reason to hope for them.
that the Gospel, which had brougn:
such a change to their dwelling, hac
algo been the power of God unto :al-
vation, because it was believed and
obeyed. Do you not think, then, that
tnese persons were proofs of Gud's
mercy ; and thay they had great rec-



