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God's great goodness she hiad been restored, and now she was as
healthy and blooming -as ever.

IIAh, yes>" said Mr. Henry. "lPoor Mary! I thought we
should have iost hier; and I do flot kcnow what we should have dorie
if we had."

Everything, 1Icknow," said Mr. Johinson, " vas done that couid
be donc to proniote lier recovery. It wvas in your power, through
God's goodness, to procure the bcst advice; and nothing xvas wvant-
ing in the îvay of gentIe, careful nursinig. StilI, ail %vould have been
in vain without God's blessing. It wvas rcally IHe wvho gave lier
back to you. It wvas a great inercy, and don't you think you owe
Him much for that ?"

Mr. Henry made no reply, but his eyes filcd with tears. He
remenîbered, thoughi Mr. Johnson did not knov it, hiow in that vcry
roomn in whichi they w'ere sitting lie ha-cd pourcd out his earnest cry
that He xvould spare lus child ; and îowv hie hiad vowed, if God
wvould oniy do so, that lie xvould serve Him as lie liad flot served
Himy hitherto.

IlTlien," said Mr. Johînson, " wlilst Mary wvas restored, ail the
rest were spared. The disease wvas infectious, but you took ail pre-
cautions, and it spread no farther. rlis.HEniry was greaitly liarassed
by hier long ivatchinca, and I know you were afraid about lier, but
shie is quite recruited, and iii good heaith. Is it not a great rn ercy
that tiîrougli the îvhole year your circle lias beeri unbrokeni, and
that your home lias becn suclu a happy one? Howv nanv homes,
as briglit and happy as yours, have beexi conîpletely broken up
during the bygone year! You and I, wlîose homes stili remain to
us, owe God a large debt of gratitude for that great blessing."

"You are righit, sir," said Mr. Henry. "lOnie is strangely for-
getful of tiiese things, lîowever."

"l lei we talk about menrcies," said Mr. Johînson, Ilit is difficult
to know xvhere to stop. i miglît recount a great niîany things which
are present and earthly, every one of ivhichi lias corne frorn God, for
xvhicli we ouglît to be deeply tliaiikful. But, aftcr aIl, by far tlic
most precious blessings God lias given us relate to our immoTtal
souls and to eternity. Ali, Mr. Henry, lîow 1 wvisli you were a--
Christianî!"

IlA Christian! Mr. Johnson," said Mr. Henry, soniewhiat
offexîded; "Iarn I not a Chiristian? 1 arn neithier an infidel nor a
hieathen."

'lForgive me, Mr. Hemry," said Mr. Johînson; IlI had no wishi
to offend you. I w.ili tell you what I rnean by a Christian; and
then you shahl tell nie uvhether you are a Clîristian or flot. I meaiî
flot just one who admits that the Bible is true, and assents to the
great facts of Clîristianity, and attends a place of Christian worshiip
-I. mean a sincere and lowly follower of the Lord Jesus Christ-


