
I ~i(l îfIoiir#any AppareI~

MO URNIiN G .iPPAREL

We invite the attention of' the public, to the f0llowing extracts on
this subject, wili wue bave mnade, fioin the Boston Christian lWatchý-
mîan, with a vicw to incite themn to act iii this ruatter front iational,
hbenevoleiît, and clîristian motives, radier titan fioni the tyraîny of a
inere customn, w'hiich lias niot one gooçl reason to sanction its
continuance, anci nîany to induce to its abazidonnment.

rie color of~ our garmients, înust of course, in itself, ho morally a
mnatter of' no importance ;-B3ut te miake it essential, to %vear black,»
or (as is donc iii soute oter countiies%) white ; wv1eîîever a deatli
ccurs in a faniily, must iii ail cases be useless-may in mauy be
moratly inj urious-and iii soine be. ofteîî sinful and unijust. IV he
does ilot know within Iiis own experience, of such cases as are referred
te in these cxtracts ? wliere rc.spectable faînilies of liniited means (to
say notlîing of the poorer classes) liave been stiîîted of the necessaries
of lifé te enable thern to conforni to this custom, and flot te appeai
sinigular-wlhere the biouse of mourning lias been turned into a hoîîsé
,of dress making and il talk---vhlere the apparel deemed se essential.
lias beci> procuired at thie expence of debts contracted, %vliih it -%vas
found afterw&ards diflicuit or impossible to diseharge.

If' tliese thingys are so ! are christians not called upon te -act ini t1i
maLter aceorditug to the broad and benievolent prineiple involved iii
thie Alîostle's resolve z-

" IVlerefore, if mneat nliake iny brothier te offeud, 1 ivili eat ne
flesh whule the world standeth, lest .1 mahe 2ny ln'oihcr7 to e 11

Tt is an tinfortunate eircumnstance t1iat Cie custemn cf wvearing« titis
externat token of sorrow, is carried to suchli ait extent as itis ii mnany
plaees.-It lias sometimies been a very burdensomie tax oni the 1,0cr,
and net oniy induced necdy fiimilies te expend the mionc.y wvith IVhIiclh
they oughit te have purehased the means cf subsistencc, but iîichined
thîem te contraet dc-bts for conforrningi. t'tiuten vi afte
ivards they feunid diffleuit te diseharge. We believe that the excel-
lent Deacen Belles, wlie laiely died at f-lartford, C t. req uested liis
~vife and children te ivear ne iiiouring at his fuueral. Axîd we leaîi
tee, that at a receit meetingr of the Baptist Chiurcli in Ilartford, iL %% iL
reselved, tlit iii their opinion, the custont, of weitring iuuniiîý
ap'parel for deceased friends affords ne real evidence of grief, and is
productive cf ne good, thiey therefore reeoînînendled * that itLubt
discontinued.-Gkristiat Watchmaz, Vol. Il. p. 3-1.

An article front the New Y ork Daily Advertiser, on1 thie sb:
cf mouriffg dlresses, w'as copied inte thie Courant of then -Id ilist.. Ul(
ant editerial article appreving it, saying, 4"ýVe ave ghid to l1at 'ý
voice raised against tic efforts w'hichl arc maIzkiug- te aliolisli Lit(, clutt
(if w'a in îurning apparci, on the deathl of friencîs.", .PtSVU
1silght te offcr a fcv obrztoslpnthls, %u1.th mUî wh 1 1lo C,
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