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it dcvolvcs espccially upen thet ]ling
EIders to maintiiin the -publie worship o?
God in thbst congregation-to watclî iîith
redoubled cave over the spiritual, welfare of
the people.

The Ruling EIders have a large majority
in the Kirk Session, and are therefore te
the extent o? their power ani influence re-
sponsiblo for tite proper and efficient cotiduet
o? ail Sessional affiuirs.

They have au equai, voice and vote in the
Presbyseries, Synods and Assemblies with
rninisters, and they have therefore an equai,
weight o? responsihility vith respect to the
poiey and work o? the churci as a whoie.
Indeed if we are te bear in mind the fact
that they arz distinetively Ridù,aq Eiders we
niight possibly >1cel prepared to look to
them fer controiling influenee in the
govemmaent of the church ail the ivay p
from -her primary congregationaltcourts Y
her general ecuneils. It i6 at any rate in
the highest degree desirable that our Ruling
Eiders shouid become more genertilly alive
wo their resporasibilities as rulers, flot merely
iu the congregation, but in relation to tlae
chureh 'at large, and should thtus dutifully
attend meetings of the higher ehurch courts
wlienever practicable.

Our responsibilities are in proportion wo
our abilities anti our opportunitie8; and
th, se opportunisies are becoming daily more
iuviting. The Sabbath Selanol, the Prayer
Meeting, the Bible Cias,, sick-beds,
deaeh-beds, sad homes of the hungry
and ignorant poor, thse godless ssighbour
hood, the missioni sehool; the scherues
of .the congregation and o? tise church:
cbureh courts; her'6 is scope enough for al
olir cuiegies; hiere is an arena most inviting
to ai who loave bard and steady work for
the Mustti's fiake. Woe uuito us if in 6j..2
face ofçuch opportunities ire sink into self.
wise obstructives, sulky and mnulish do-
nothings, or glib tongucdl fauît-finders.

Ouryesponsibilities as EIders are impres.
fiively indieated by the ?aot tîtat tise Chris-
tian people are -divinely comniandcd to

*obey ua-to, ackutowiedge us-to esteeru us
ver.y highiy.;.and, if we ruie .well, to counit
sus wor:by of double honour. Christ dmweils
in thse chnreh ; rtc are Hiq offiçeers, and our

special work, our highest honour is to lead,
instruct, encourage, sissist the rnemhcrs of
His hody. ".Ail tîtese things we profess and
promise as WCe sIIII bc illswcr-able aS the
coming- of the Lord Jesus Christ with ait
lis saints, atU( as5 we wouid bc fourni in
tlîi4 happy Comnpany.,,

THE LORD HATH NEE O0F THEM.
Joy and gratitude sho.uld MIt otur sotuls

at the thought that, the Lord bîath i ued of
us oranything thtxs is ours. Hie mniglt car.
ry on His wvork through a succession of
stupendous miracles, lie iniglit niake an-
gels atone his miniisters. WVe nmigîht lire
ou; littie life without ever enjoyiig flic
honouiw of being feIIot,'. orkers wvithî God,

He lias gracionsly ortiaincd it otlîerwise.
He bath need of every one of His chil4ren,
and of aliiliat they cans do for Hlm and
give to Humi. One can corne ivith his
matcltess learning and eritical acumen-
like Joseph Addison Alexantler.; <lie Lord
Làath need of him, sind ' ff a place -in thse
vineyard where hie may toit <with ail bit
.skili. Thse Lord haths ueed cd-the levoted
life and apostolie labours of W. C. -Burns-
because hnudreds of niilliouas -of our race
stili sleep the sieep of spiritual dea4h under
grim .shadow o? paganism. H.e .necds the
aloquence of Gatiri, the power and earnest-
liess of Spurgeon,-the manifold talents of
ail great and good men. lHe nceds the
matgrnficexit hieae.o of thie xvealthy,
te gifîs of the millionaires. 11e nieeds tis

stretigthi of tise strong mani and the wisdom
of the wise. But lie bath need also of the
lisping hosannas o? our littie ehildren, and
o? the zeal aud -fititli and love-of tise coin-
mon people. Titere is a place for tho cait
of the poor as wcll as for titedollars of thn.
rieli.

Hie sends oue or two of -bis disciples te
you and He asks you for your aid. lie de-
dlares through slîemn tisat Hie hath need o?
you in various ways. Perhapa it is to build
a churchi-a place whcre roule are to be
borts, a place whcence the sweet incensd o?
praise shall ascend to Ris glorions nine
from thse hiearts o? contrite sinisera. Fer-
,haps it is to istrengthen.Hia cause in sume
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