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whio discuss pre-historie man in Europe knew a little more of' lîis
analogue in America. The subjeet is a teînpting one, but I nmust
close this notice, already too long for the space 1 should devote
to it, by remarking, that thie relations in Ainrica, of the short-
headed and long-headcd races of mnen arc by no means dissimiilar
froin those of the two simiilar races iii Europe; while it is also
evident that soine pre-hiistorie skulls, supposed to be of vast
antiquity, as, for instance, that of Engis, bear a very close rescin-
blance to those of the AIgonquin and Iroquois Indians.

ONJ THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM 0F INSEOTS.

By S. 11. PARIuis, l3irriîighian, E ngland.

The subjeet of the prescut paper is The iRespiratory Systein
of Inscts, and its direct relation to thecir nervous, nutritive and
ninscular functions, and as I trust this wvi11 only be thc first of a
series of papers on the structure of tîjis remarkable and interesting
class in the animal kingdonî, I may perhaps be perinitted to make
a few introductory observations.

To sonie nîinds the discussion of inseet physiology may appeair
a well nigh lireadbare and cxhausted subjeet, so mucli having

been said and wvrittcn on the structure, habits, and cconomny of
these crcatui'es. But, like other branches in Uhe great doniain of
scicutific rescarchi, this one bias stili hidden wonders, which wvil1
epay thie labour of diligent and persevering inquiry.

No one ever thinks of asking, IlWliat is a Bird VI or IlWhat
is a riish p' but the question has yet to bc answered satisfactorily
and seientiflcally, IlWhat is au Inscet?" Nor nced we wonder
at the difficulty whiehi naturalists have f<elt, when striving to find
a distinctive name for these creatures; for of' aIl the living things
which this wondrous world presents to our view, tiiere is no one

class wbichi contains sucbl a strange diversity as that usually
designatcd Inseets.

Tliere are inscts witli wings, and without wings; 'with jaws,
and without jaws; with two eyes, and with many thousand eyes;
soîne as large as hiunmng birds, ani otliers se small that the aid

of a microscope is requircd to enable us to sce themn. Some

inseces, witli dainty appetit'e, sip hioney from the nectaries of
flowers; whule others, furnishcd witli a pair of terrible jaws, grindl
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