B. C. MINING CRITIC.
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DISTANCIE.
Miles,
Fdmonton to Athabasca Landing 90
Athabasea Landing to  Grand
Raplds ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiienae., 6T

Grand Raplds to Fort McMurray 87
Fort McMurray to Smith Landing 287
Smith Landing to Fort Smith.... 16
Fort Smith to Fort Resolutlon.... 19}
IFort Resolution to Iort Provi-
dONCE ittt it i e
Fort Providence to Fort Simpson
Fort Slmpson to TFort Wrigley.. ..
Fort Wrigley to Fort Norman....
Fort Norman to Fort Good Hope
Fort Good Hope to Fort Muac-
PREISON tovviiiiiiiennn i, .. 250
Fort Macpherson to La Picerre's
House ..cooiiiviiininn..... [P 11}

La Plerre’s House to the Porcupine 20

168
161
136
181
174

Porcupine to the Yukon........... 0
Total oo 2
It may be well to remark that,

though the Hudson's Bay Company
have steamers running on the Muc-
kenzte River from and to I"ont Mac-
pherson, these boats are solely ror the
use of the company, and do not carry
passengers,

The LIARD ROUTE.

The starting point is trom Calgary to
Edmonton, a distance of 200 miles by
tall. From Edmenton to the Peace
River Crossing is a distance of 260
miles. There is a wagon road through
St. Albert to Athabasca River, and
from thence to Lesser Slave Lake is
un old pack trall. To the crossing from
Lesser Slave lLake, a distance of 70
miles, there is a wagon road in good
condition.

Leaving Peace River Crossing, whoere
there is a settlement, the river is cross-
vd by boat, and a good trail leads to
Pine River, 100 miles from the cross-
ing. From Pine River the objective
roint is the forks of the Nelson River,
(140 mileS), throvgh a country. which,
judging from all accounts, is practic-
able for pack horses. In any case an-
other route from Pine River Is via
Fort St. John and Halfway River,
which would make the distance from
Edmonton to Nelson River 500 miles.

From the forks of the Nelson to the

Liard River, there is good navigation.
Supplies can be rafted down, and the
country is passable for horses. The
junction of the Liard and Nelson lIs
€20 miles from Edmonton.

The Liard is then ascended past
Fort Holoett to the mouth of the
Dease 160 miles, through a country
with good grass and timber. The pass
through the Itockies offers no ditlicuity
and fced for animals is in plenty the
whole distance.

From Decase River to the Pelly, via
Lake Francls, is a distance of 170 miles,
including a long portage over the wat-
crshed between the Pelly and the
Laird. This distance was traversed by

—— 8

Professor Dawson {n 1887, and Is des- ! Bill's conselence u-nnlm-(] (;OI]ml()\(.

eribed as a rofling country with good |

JICARS,

The Pelly River Is oue of the main
hranches of the Yukon, and when this
po'at ix once reached by means  of
L.ake IFrancis, the remainder of  the
Journey s ail down stream to the gold
fleldgs,  The distance to the Klondike is
420 miles, and with the exception of
two raplds affords good npavigation
The fitst of the above rapids, at the
Hoole River, can  be  traversed o
safety, but the second 10 mijes further
dewn, mugst be crossed by meaus of a
portage. half a mile in length, The
country is deseribed @s not at ail rough
with thick timber and grass,

This Liard route Is through an auri-
ferous country, which has never bheen
progpected. The Athabasea, Peace and

) Pelly Rivers are all gold-bearing., and

It is not at all improbable that travel-
lcrs seeling to et into the Klondike
ccuntry this way, may make rich finds
on the road.

DISTANCE.
Edmonton to Pecace River Cross-

13 1 S PP 1 1
Peace River to Nelsou Forks...... 210
PDown Nelson  to Junction with

Ltard Lociiiiiiei e 120
Up Liard to Dease River.......... 160
Dease River to Pelly River....... 170
Pelly River to Junction with

Lewes oiviiiiiieiiiennns 220
Lewes River to Klondike.......... 200

[ETPPRS XU

Totaloooiivvivennnnn,

THRE BITER BIT.

The true story of the salting of the
Chrysolite mine was related by Au-
guet Riche, one of the discoverers of
the Littie Pittsburg, says the Denver
“Times” Riche had conveyed his in-
tevest in the Pittshurg to BEx-Senator
Tabor, but remained as ~uperintendent
o1 the property for some time after
the transfer. Chicken Bill owned an
fiterest in the adjoining claim, since
known to fame as the Chrysolite, which
he Qesircd to unlead on ‘Labor. The
wealth of the Pittsburg had already
become known, but Chicken Bill had
Httle confidence that the rich orve bod-
fes extended into his claim. }ie had
gane down below the levels In which it
had been uncovered in the adjoining
Caim without discovering, any values,
and he shrewdly caleulated that the
deeper he drove the shaft  witng t
yroving the continuity of the Pit.s-
burg vein the more diffeult it would
he for him to scll the property or se-
cure money to develop it. But Chicken
Bill was not wanting in resource, and
he dldn’t intehd to allow the worthless-
ness of his claim to prevent him from
selling it.  “Bleeding the old man" he
consldered perféectly legitimate, a}id

whitle his mind  was vnccmle

\\'Ith L
\(l\r\mo to sell the Chr‘mnlltc. -

n.u had been 1 good friend to Riche
1. hix adversity, and had never.askéd
a favor in return. IHence he feltdicesic-
ed 1o appeal to him In this emergency,
which he Ud with complete: suveeds”
Colng to the overNowihi ‘ore -bing ot
the Pittshurs oue day, he nﬂced Rlc,he
te give him o sh(welf\u nf thc xl¢h orgy
that bad Sust come ovut of ‘the s)mt‘l
*Of course,” responded R?che" "take
all you want of it; o \\as:m\ lo.ld 'ii
vou like.,” Bill assured him that 3’ reiv
shovelfuls would answer every «‘p’ixl':
pase. and it did. Talior wouldn't Agree
tc purchase Bill's interest untiltho'E4d
made a personal examination. and sami-
Pled the ore. No objeetion was‘mgie
10 this reasonable proposition, and:*the
assays rrom his awn samples pro\'m.,
that the mineral wag quile as’ rk-h a8
the Pittsbure, and singulary - likedt,
he speedily closed the deal. :md' pa:w
B:ll for his mterest.

Tabor put on a rorco dl‘ ny wl
within a fortnight “ofe of. the*ja
bedies of carbonate ever dlbcovclmf'ﬁn
Frever hill was uncovered. ‘\i‘,’u:ll
Chicken Bill stupped ain)‘.mg. the bnl-
tom of the shaft, swhich ‘'he h.u} 0
skilfully salted with the Borrowed ore
from the Pittsburg, was svithid a'feiv
tect of the big bonanza, su\lsc'(uentr\'
the : roperty was c:xplla]lsel! tor’ sm-
600,600, and its total yield proved t"\at
the capitalization was not cxces»ho.
Nearly that amount of ‘ values 'ha‘=
since bheen taken from it Chicke Bill
received the paltry sum ot ..»00 for
a holding that would have made hlm a

millionaire if he had not prden‘i:d to
,\."{

PR

trick Tabor into buying ft.- -

Ancther odd phase of” u;e :::'tér it
1elated by Riche, is th.u RY rm\ day
after Bill had sold his intorcqt ’Tabor
approachad Riche, and mtormxm, him
of his purchase, sug"ested that’ he
would et him in on the gxound lloor
and sell to him half the mterest he had
bought from Chicken I‘ill for uhab e
had cost him. Of cours¢ Iiicnc kne\r\'
all abuut the salting of 'thi ine,: n
had a full knowledge .of° the amount
1ealised by Bill. but he '\\bumcd imxo-
cence, and asked Tahor winl hc \QOuia
tahe for the half of ‘the pu\'c"ﬁ'a h
Tabor named the price pufd Tof'. he
whale, but Riche adclified ‘thé pl‘odb-
~ition, saying he bellevéd e ha’d a‘bont
all the mining property ofi Fréye'x‘" vih
that he wanted. It wis doubties ]
fact that neither Richc nor Tahqr)]ah
much, if any, more conﬁdome {n* gooﬁ
values belng dlscovered” in ‘the”C\hy&’-
solite than ‘had Chickén 'Bm"
since enjoyed a ldrge dch&e ot min'e
for thetr knbwledge of mrncra,logy, “anh
the science of mming. an aﬂ “that'sdvt
.of thing, vet not one ‘of ihcm drez’mfd
he was Latteiing, fora song n ﬁrqpert’
that has had Ic\\ cquals as’ produ%er,
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