
142 The Catholié.

RetractatIOf altogether political ; in that theology more out blame, revolt in a people te avenge, popularity, that led me astray fromn miy

Of L'AiBRI OeAyxtrIclt, fcvmerly Curate IProtestant than Catholie; it was always or correct the evils it endures from the duty. I could have braved that induce-

of St. Benoit, in the Diocese of Mon a itenerity much teo be condemned, and disorders of its goveromen, as I am er- ment then, as hdo at present. But I was

treal, addressed to the right Reverend quite iexcusable on my part, to consti- fectly convinced of at present, and that binded. I acknowiedge that the clergy

Ignatius Bougt, the Lord Bishop of tute myself practically the. judge Of my the holy scripture* for bid us to do so. have exhibited in the midst of the hurri-

Montreal. Bishop ; to make his decisions, and those Such are the sublime notions, which ie cane, the calm of religion -, the resigna-
of the other Bishops, bend te the private political mania of 183.7 has made me tion of virtue, and a truly pastoral firmi-

ly Lod .- and particular opinions of se insignificant overlook for a time. This may explaia ness, which { wish above ail things I had
Without admitting the truth cf all the an individual as myself. And I could how I could then continue te exercise raIy indtated; and which ought te win for

rumours which have been circulated con have been guilty of such an act of insub- sacred functions, without thinking myself them the esteem of ail prudent and mo-
cerning me during the political troubles ordination,without remorse ! Ieould have guilty in doing so; and certainly I was& drate citizens, the wild enthusiast ale"
of 1837, (for I was perfectly a stranger strayed to such a degree, without feeling not capable of doing so knowingly. The. excepted, wio set at naught both con.
to the mor deplorable events of 1838,) I the least qualms of conscience! I could Laity would then wish that the Canadian. science and experience.

tmueseta rcl ethat hy cndt ben lave witnessed ail the illegal proceedings clergy sho'd cease to bea christian clergy,. To concinde, I dissavow fully and siu-

thes eitcame acircustns, aasor ben cf the period, which seen now to me sio sh'd they exact of that clergy te rake its cerely the past; I retract,without restrio-
sthch as became a priest and a pastor of detestable, and could excuse al these theology stoop to the passions of the muhi- tion, al that I may have said or done içk

thmhrh I st aktis spe ntato.siu- 
support cfdthemovementuscf 1837; OD

the ch t i hideous excesses ! Yet ail the while 1 tude,for the pleasure of being inconsistent, support o the movements of 1837; and
science, tha i maeth isl pon th- i had a lively faith on every oiher subject ; and te cause **- do not say te finish my chief desire, my nost ardent wish is,
cere, and pubihe avtw al. feel that I a conscience I may say, delicate in every my sentence ; butit is a fact, of which the that ail who may have been influenced by
icould not with propriety present msef other sense, I had fot certainiy then lest proofs are still fresh on our sol, te cause my former conduct, may be re-united in
in this country t me iti ar o f the al fear of God. How can all this be satis- the misfortunes othehe people- heart and mind with their clergy ; mqy
pulcarried with me in the eyes of the factrily accounted for Le alH others I, have therefore done much mischief. replace in them their entire confidence,of
public the scandai of their suspicion, that arto te sfrui e t at the I am exceedingly te blame for not having which they continué te shew themselvee
1 still approved of the deeds of that un- learn two lessonis from me ; first that the followed the route that was pointed out to so deserving,; a fter the example of,
happy period ; and of the anarchial and political passions, the passions which I moee the rnito tan puene eof t se Ld rvi Lotr thep c

anti.Ca.thoiic principles, lu which they cal1 public cntes, blind us as every j14di- ytecnito n puec fm i od yu edbp uwo
anti-Catholic principiecal ue oeso pi sas e y sd- superiors ; and which was followed by love of your people is literally your life

of iginated. vidual one does for private ends ; and I e.11hav
ineneer was on my guard aginst the for- the rest of the clergy. I hae suffered and soul ; and that they may walk with
I acknowledge to-day with regret, that efor it, as I deserved te do. 1no more accelerated steps in the way of moral ru-
I have soucfieIrI taed myself tote be blinded with coplannf tis.Iwn at simgu-: formn and religions renovation, just noWwere as much to be avoided· as the latterg franreiournvtin jsnw

the poîcal mania çf the time ; and that I e ' larity of my conduct bas been not only so happily progressing in Canada ; and
formci e msel a ais coscince cocnsidering them nlot se mean as theseformed tomyseclf a false conscience o sst were. And then with me, as the study reprehensible but even insulting te the which have corne te comfort us after ail

abstract distinctions of captious metaphy of law preceded that cf theology; asd as clergy ; and, I muet say, ridiculous, and the horrors of the unhappy days that are
sical reasonings, to support y guilty an flad brought te this laat a mind predispos. that I aiso owe an ample apology te my past.
scandalous resistance to the decisions of aud vitiated by the tee reiaxed notions brethren for the unpopularity of which I trust, my Lord, that this letter will
rny ecclesiastical superiers,who cniy pro-ean iatdbthto lxdntos

m lgated at the tise the formaidoctrine of publiciets, who too commonily in their they were then the objects ; for the vexa- sufficiently prove te your Lordship the

of the universa churc at al t dres. speculations are their own dupes,without tions they had te endure from the patriots disposition of the humble submission, and

knowing it, by listening too eagerly to generally owing te athe marked contrast the sentiments of respectful attachment, of
By my refusal of the deference the inculcated but disorderly sentiment of between my conduct and principles, and your obedient servant,

justly due to them, I have derogated' i.ndependenze, se agreeable te human theirs. While all the clergy in close co- ET, CHARTIER, Priee.
as much as in me lay, from the episcopal pride ;. ever impatient under the yoke of lumni were united together, as one man, Mgr.GN. BoURGET, Bi8hopof Montreal;
autority, in diminishing the respect and authority ; and which has given rise to by submissionI to their superior, (what a P. S.-I wish te give the greatest publi-
influence whh it should have with the doctrine f "the soverigny f the spectacle in the midst of the generalcbr
peope; and beides I have et1ièred a te dctrne ftte wyrcd h "kfthecity possible te my preseut letter ; beggiug

grievous injurY eothesperson of my laie people ;" too revolting it ,is true, for me disorgazation,) opposed themselves like the Editors of ail the French papers in the
gisepu pa have ever become duped te it, as well a wall of brass, to the political torrent Province to insert it ; and I pray your

the illustrious prelate Lartigue, which dragged along with it myseif and
Who %vas t0 Weil versed in• the doctrine as te other notions more specitous people, and the wh eecountry i0n;Lordship to allow the editor of the "Me-

dhistry e church, net tee though less dangerou in practice, butc onruin Whatposition langes Religieux," t reproduce itin the

fecni sy of with what she, teachesp r such as are n t adm isible in Christianity;c on ru i n W at was y ition ecclesiastical journal of your diocese, in
yacquainted w awhich is the religion essentially of order; Alone,. in my insulaed state, with my which I conceive it ought also naturally

and toq good a Canadian, too much above the religion esseoposeievry entmen mistaken patriotism ! What a situation te find its place. E. C.
ail huinan considerations, tee genuine athreionhaopssevysntm t
atriotl huma consi atiovst nine da & passion that bas ils source in original for a priest te be ,in when come at last te
atrie, I May say, to over strain the doc•epravatin. This explains the reason why reflect upon it cooly ! What was I to do?trine ofChristiaty, and refusehiefelI was silent, though my duty as a pastor Wehave received from Quebec an ane-

low citizens, (whom he never hesitated to Pub . more 1 should have made me raise my voice, and nymous communication, not very distinct-
civu ha caue t •opai, ah .b i bibed with, sud instructed un pohtîics than

own had cause to compain,) ai the right i. i ..histiani bavelisen d.like h cry nloud with ail my might, louder than ly written, proposine certain difficulties te3 inm Christianity, have listene-d, like me, to
of suchi legiiate opposition as strict mo- the political discoatenlslf the lime; sndtaitte clamours of my people, te stop be answered; and, although we generally
cality mi et allow ; but was too conscien- have found, sud uhfiud for the Most them intheir blind and headlong course, decline noticing anonymous letters sent us,
cous to neglect his duty to suppress te pe even had I been certain that they would we think ourselvcs li charity bound to en-
wild outbreak of the ltme, soopposedtop Prgy ' . .tedteefsees;thalil not have listened te me. I held my tongue; deavour at least te dissipate the clouds of
Christian morality andsoundpolitics._clergy oureandeven applauded myseif for my senseless doubt that hang se heavy on the mind'of
Indeed the late date of his mandement, restricts too much the '' rights cf man; daring, which made me brave the dangers this naneless inquiring writer.
(which appeared only a fe w days before and those rights which are but too truly into. which I saw my people about to 1. As to his first difficulty, the merit
the troubles in Montreal tof>k place.) natural to li in his fallen state by sin ; plunge themselves. Into what blindness or demerit of men and angels obeying or

shewq what struggie il cost lis conscience but ntlt the uatural righs of ian ien may not one fallWho throws offthe disobeying the will Of God, we mig r

to teac him from is patriotisa. I owi th s dprimitive statefm w hb o le yoke of obedience,and chooses hirmself for fer him te what we have written on the

just tributé to hig m atmory L anit is with has deprived him ; and te which state the his nly guide ! Poor human reason i subject in our second number, p. 10, part

inexresib e elt that [raei to the dvine mirsionl as so graciously restored who will net fear thine insufficiency to d.. cf which we shal hero repeat :-"These,

deserving me morn th a t grea Bpis op , h mCb gran erv ti g fr o thde mon vdas l he - re t m an through he storm y doeod of the he ational creatures, te .be perfecty h p-

wuorchof bein tvheoot bif scEpisosc graeerpivedi froreemrpaions ad coun passions ? Alas ! so many scattered py, which all must be whuo are once admit-

i n Mo r al ,fromu w h omsc is su cce so wh ll te rps ao is oh i sg irr g u a p s ios ad b yau ru in s on , ail ides, w h ich the b isto ry c f ted to .h e ce an v isio n and e joy m e t of

have given more cause of complaint thnnen e i rmt tu fiioeie pom ouin wabia.I vus otberwise, their operations being all the.
'~er11sdcfhl; hhoghîyclmerswhence it follows that in every society he masufietwrig.Ims

hver s dohim ;ee altouhy cldaainus .op'do rcCritas hr oi therefoe now acknowledge that the cher- effect, net cf choice, but f ecessity, they.

have neyer beesnbecnaseoy ofurevoit;ssud • gy bave shewn themuselves more than I,he cud luave notbing lu tbem of personal
nirb ng focceation fe reoteand en riends cf the people in oppoesing their se- worthu-nothuing cf merit te endear them to

c e uduct also in 1837, is not justi- ffrnfocopnainteeenledtiumvmnsatheikofhirptheir Maker, andi, at the same time to en-

fibl i ~oterpontofviw.Had i waurds for thi' evils lie bas te endure fromi diticesandvcomplete theirebrisscfromethe
iaemanteponofve..pularity ; still, o we il to myself te s ay, n opestei isfonû

even been sincere uinmy theories, alto- the ways cf the wucked. Logical reason, sud I hope I witl be pardoned for doing sense cf having, us far aus in themu lay, de"

gether metaphysical; ui-nmy theology Iwhy Christianity can nlever allowv, wvith- se, that it was not the fear of losing m~y seryed it. It is their fredom cf ageuc.y


