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RECENT CANADIAN POETRY.*

BY THE EDIT(>R.

THERE are those who say that Canada has no native poetry,
.and indeed, little native literature of any sort. They seem to
think Lhat as a people we are so rougrh, raw, and uncultivated,
so engaged in the sordid race for riches, if not indeed in a mere
struggle for existence, that we have neither time nor taste t'O
cuitivate the ogentler muse. The annexed list of books which
have corne to our table within a few days, disproves this un-
just and unpatriotic assertion. 1V shows that amid many dis-
eouragements the stirrings of poetic fire are feit, and that our
native songsters, like the lark, " sing for very joy because they
must," whether nmen xviii hear or whether ilhey xviii forbear.
For so young a country, for a country so handicapped in the
literary race, for a country where our native poets are brought
into rivalr*î with the most cultured singers of old and wealthy
civîlîzations, we thinkz that their efforts are something of which
we may welI be proud, are auguries of higher achievements in
the future, and menit the kindty patronage of those xvho would
foster a love of poetry, both for its own sake and as an import-
ant element in our native literature.

We regret that our limits of space will prevent a more
adequate notice of the books under review. Mr. Cameron's
poemns 'have the pathetic interest of a voice from the grave.
Had the young life, so early eut off, been longer spared, what
harvest might we not expect of nipened fruit of which this
volume of verse is s0 full of promise. And these hundred and
sixty poems, we learn, are onlv a fourth of his bnief life's
-xvork. We trust the Canadian appreciation of these noble songs
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