
EVANGELISM.
This is in ail ages the grcat duty

of the Church-to preacli the glad
evangel, the "good news» of the
Gospel. Neyer is the Churcb s0
succcssful, neyer does it so fulfil its
mission as ivhcn engagcd in aggres-
sive soul-saving work. If ever it
become so conservative, so dignificd,
that it is out of sympathy with active
evangclism, then " Icbabod " is wvrit-
ten upon it ; it is dying of respecta-
bility. lt is tbe special glory of
Methodism that it is an evangclistic
Church. Revival is its vital air. It
i-caches its true ideal ivben it is a
continuai revival. To tbis end ail
thrngs cIsc-fine churches, tuneful
,choirs, cloquent preaching-are but
imans. To regard them as any-
thing cisc wvould be to glorify an
engine that, howvcver polisbed and
beautiful, could do no work. Metb-
odism in its most glorious days ivas
a revival flame, that swcpt the land
and kindled men's souls with a fire
of zeal, and melted ail bearts wvith
its heavcnly glow.

One ciement in the success of
Mcthodism bas been the fiexibility
,of its mode of operation, its powver of
adaptation to varying circumstances.
This cnablesit to adapt its miinistra-
tions, without losing its fervour, to
the cultured and wvealthy city con-
gregation, to the frontier bamlet, to
the flshing village, the niining camp,
the Indian mission, or the squalid
purlicus of poverty. From its social
sympathies, the warmtb of its affec-
tions, the amount of Iteart it mani-
fests, it is especially adapted to the
loiwly and the poor. Among them
its înost signal triumphs were

acivdand many of its noblest
trophies wvon. It is to be feared that
to soine degree it bas lost the hoid
that it once bad upon this class. In
the grcat cities it bas developed a
highly organized Church life, and bas
-attracted many of the reflned and
ivcaithy classes. Wbetber rigbtly

or wrongly, the idea is sometimes
entertained aînong the poor tliat
tbey are flot as wclconie in our ele-
gant modem churches as they were
in the qýuaint, old-fashioned, homely
meeting-bouses of an carlier day.
It is the duty of the rich to disabuse
their poorer neighbours of this idea
by a warmth of cordiality that shall
convince tbem that in the L.-use of
God the ich and poor ineet together
and realize that the Lord is the
maker of them ail.

But more than this we deem is
necessary. The Church, as in the
earlier days, should go out into the
highways and compel, with a kindly
Christian compulsion, the un-
churched masses to como.- to the
bouse of God. It should go to neg-
lected neighbourhoods and estab-
lish cottage prayer-mcetings, and
open mission halls, and plant Sun-
day-schools, and, if need be, sing the
Gospel tbrough the streets, as wvith
signal success it bas often done in
the past. Under the guidance of
the zealous evangelist, the Rev.
IPrice Hughes, English Mcthodism
is organizing for this very work
amid the unchurched thousands and
tens of thousands of the crowdcd
city of London, and with 'most en-
couraging and marvellous success.

Is there flot room for a grand
aggressive movement of this sort on
this side of the sea? Is Methodism
in New York,* Philadeiphia, Chicago,
Montreal, Toronto, reaching the
masses, and moulding their life as
it might? This is a work in Nvhich
the lay talent of the Cburch might
find profitable scope for its ener-
gies and employment for its zeal.
Haif the people in our churches are
suffering for want of something to
do. Their Christian life is a mere
passive and receptive one, instcad of
being an active and energetic one.
It would give wonderful vigour and
vivacity to our Church life if every
member had something definite to,
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