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W E have pleasure in presenting herewith a portraitof a gentleman well knovn among miachinery
men in aimost cvery province in Canada-James
Clarke-who was several years connected wvith the ex-
tensive machine tool firm of John Bertram & Sans, Dun-
das, but now superintendent of the Canadian Machinery
Hait at the World's Fair, Chicago. Mr. G larke wvas
born in Prince Edward Island in 1845, and moved ta
Ontario whcn lie was nine years aid. Aiter spcndir.g
thrce years on bis father's farm, he started at the age of
eighteen ta iearn the business af machinist and engi-
neer with Air. Munson, the ail wvell owner af Oit
Springs. He soon showved his aptitude for mechanical
wark, and after working six years at Oil Springs, wvent
ta Cobourg with Mr. Munson, wvhere he wvas put in
charge of the dredging and harbor works. He after-

ing a 570 foot well, alone and unaided, ta building a
pleasure yacht, and fitting ber wvith engines and boilers.
Wlhcn the Colonial and Indian Exhibition wvas hield ini
London, in 1886, it was found that the exhibits of
Canadian machinery wvere going ta be af great variety
and extent, and it wvas a question wvho coulù be gat ta
sulierintend ail this machinery in a practical manner.
The applications far tliis post reached the rcmarkable
nuniber ai four thausand, and out ai these Mr. Clarke
wvas the fortunate man. His selection wvas well judged
and wvas neyer regretted by eitl2er the Governrnent or
the exhibitors. The great Canadian machinery hall
wvas ane of the features ai this wonderful exhibition ai
colonial products and manufactures, and in ai the six
months during wvhich this machinery wvas in constant
aperation, flot a single accident or breakdown occurred.
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wards started ta learn marine engineering, and ob-
tained a certificate as a marine engineer. After being
an the water for about ten years, he returned to, Co-
bourg and took charge of the 1ýoodworking department
ai the Crossen Car Works. Prom this position be was
appointed Superintendent of Public Warks at Cobourg,
whiere hoacquitted himselfwjth great credit. Although
offéred an increased salaryyto, remain, ho was induced ta
take charge of the mechanical warks of the Cobourg,
Peterborough and Marmiora Railway. Mr. Clarke,
in ail his vezy varied exper ience, soughit to, make him-
self acquainted.with ever'y department of mechanical
work, and there was nathing he .attetnpted in the
mechanicai uine that he did. not accomplish, front sink-
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This wvas not the only satisfactory feature of the appoint-
ment, for there was scarcely a firm wvho did not effect
same sales of machinery through Mr. Clarke's judiciaus
explanatians, bis thorough understanding af the work
and bis constant attention ta business. Indeed- many
af the Canadian exhibitars at the Colonial Exhibition
laid the foundations there cf a foreign trade which'
has gane on increasing to this day, and when the tirne
camne for preparing ta open the World's Fair there was
a general demand among Canadian exhibitors that Mr.
Clarke and no ane else should have charge cf the
machinery. Though Mr. Clarke in no way sought the
appaintment, but in fact hesitated a long time before
accepting it, he yielded to the solicitations cf so many


