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lessons may be 1t without gng
of the secrecy and mystery with
which we shroud our work, the reply
i8, that such is undoubtedly the case.
Freemasonry is only one of the
means instituted for™ the enlighten-
ment of mankind, but it is, neverthe-
1886, one of the best meana. yet dis-
covered. There is an element in
man’s very nature that longs for and
will be satisfied with nothing short of
just this mystery. It is that element
inman to which Freemasonryappeals,
and while man continues to have his
present nature, Freemasonry will
continue to have her mission. The
{ruth or the falsity of the legends we
teach is & matter of no consequence
whatever; their value as & medium
for conveying moral instruction is the
onIIy thing to be required of them.
conceive Freemasonry to be a
system of instruction which constant-
1y adapts itself to the ever-varying
wants of man, If it were not an in-
stitution that kept pace with the in-
tellectual and moral advancement of
the race, it wonld soon become obso-
lete and would be discarded as useless.
It has changed its outward form fo
guit its changed and ever-changing
surroundings, but the one particular
feature which has always remained
one and the same is its mode of im-
go‘n.lrsting instruction by means of sym-

Masonry is not a religion, yet “it
8’80 far interwoven with religion as
to lay us under obligations to pay
thatrational homage to Deity which at
once constitutes our duty and our
happiness.” Masonry is tolerant of
all religions, but partisan of none.
Bhe takes men of all nations, of all
colors, of all races, and of all xeligions,
and accepts them as her initiates,
Pprovided they have this one eimple
creed: “I believein God, and in the
soul’s immortality.” She questions
her children in no way about their
particular religious or political dog-
mas, With theseshe hasnoconcern.
She only asks that they have good

amoral characters and profess a belief

in a Supreme Power that rules heaven
and earth and in the immortality of
‘the divine part of man. The name
by which the injtiate designates this
‘Supreme Power.is of no moment so-
long as the name indicates the moral
raler of the universe. -And along
with his particular name for Deity,
he brings with him into the lodge:
that saored book which he has been
taught to regard as divinely inspired.
To the Mohammedan the Koran is as-
much one of the Great Lights im
Freemasonry as to the Christian the
New Testament, or to the Israelite-
the Old Testament. Either of these
books and the square and compasses:
form the three Great Lights to those-
who devoutly believe in them.

I close with a definition of Free-
masonry by our learned Brother
Albert Pike. It is no less beautiful
than frue. “Freemasonry is the sub-
jugation of the human that is in man,.
by the divine; the conquest of the
appetites and passions by the moral
sense and the reason; a continual
effort, struggle, and warfare of the
spiritual against the material and.
sensual.”—Liberal Freemason.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Geaxo Lobpges, &c. — The true
theory of Masonic Grand Lodge ex-
istence and interjurisdictional rxe-
lationship, is exclusive territorial

sovereign independence first, and in-
terjurisdictional federation by mutual
recognition and the interchange of
Grand Representatives, afterwards.

Exrrara.—In the August number of
Tee Orarrsman, last paragraph of
first editorial, change ‘‘visits” to evils;.
in that entitled “An Oblong Square,”

omit the whole of the line next to the
last; and in the artiele on ‘*Masonie.
Culture,” in the last paragraph,. omit
the words ‘his body in the unity of.™™
These errors were inexcusable.



