There was great rejoicing Whenthe first schooner at Jéngth arrived with
corp-meal and rye. - In those days the best passages -up-and down the river
took from three to fivé days. -Sometimes the schooners wére a week or ten
days on the way. It was not-during-tliefirst year alone that: we - suﬁered for
want of food, other years were nearly as bad. :

The first summer after our arrival ail hands united in' building their loghouses.
Doctor Earle’s was the first that was finished. Our people had but few tools
and those of the rudest sort. They had neither bricks nor lime, and chimneys
and fireplaces were built of stone laid in yellow clay. They covered the roofs
of the houses with bark bound over with small poles. The windows had ¢nly
four small panes of glass. ) : :

The first store opened at St. Ann’s after our arrival was kept by a man
named Cairnes, who lived in an old house on the bank of the river which stood
near the gate of the first church built in Fredericton. [The site was in-front
of the present cathedral.] He used to sell fish at a penny each, and butter-
nuts at two for a penny. He also sold tea at $2.00-per 1b:, which was tous a
wonderful boon. We greatly missed our tea. Sometimes we used an article
called Labrador,! and sometimes spruce or hemlock bark-for drmkmg, but T
despised it.

There were no domestic animals in our settlement at-first except one black
and white cat which was a great pet. Some wicked fellows who came from
the States, after a while, killed, roasted, and ate the cat, to our great regret and
indignation. A man named Conley owned the first cow. Poor Conley after-
wards hanged himself—the reason forwhich was never known. For years
there were no teams, and our people had to work hard to get their provisions.
Potatoes were planted amorigst the blackened ‘stumips in the little clearings,
and turned out well. Pigeons used to ‘come-in- great numbers, and were shot
or caught in nets by the score. We found in their crops some small round
beans, which we planted ; they grew very well and made excellent green beans,
which we ate during the summer. In the winter timé our people had sométimes
to haul their provisions by hand fifty of a hundred’ miles-over the ice or
through the woods. In summer they came in $low sailing -vessels. On one
occasion Doctor Barle and others went to Canada on snow shoes with hand
sleds, returning with some bags of flour and biscuit. It was & hard and
dangerous journey, and they were gone a long time.

For several years we lived in dread of the Indians, who were sometimes very
bold. I have heard that the Indians from Canada once tried to murder the
people on the St. John River. Coming down the river they captured an Indixn
woman of the St. John tribe, and the chief said they would spare her if she
would be their guide. They had eleven canoes in all; and they were ticd
together, and the canoe of the guide attached to the hindermost. As they
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1 Ledum latifolium—a heath plant called in the botanies Labrador Tea.
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