
FARMING

sheep or pigs, and the best aninials can scarcely
he over estinated in respect to their real worth.
W'hen twenty threc years ago the ce!lebrated Short
horn bull calf, Duke of Connaught, was bouglt
for 4,5oo guineas, evernhody thtglit the pur-
chaser mad, but tinie has proveri ilie s ery opiposite.
As much as loo gu'neas wiere clhargel as fes for
his service, and instiead of heing a linancial loss
as many predicted, his purchase lias been ienun-
erative. If a stalblon, btll or ram or boar of alnost
.unîprecedentedly grand character and higi quality
happens to have a niar Ilons prepotency, besides
and thereby transmits lis supeiior characteristics
to ail progeny, the value of such an animal can
scarcely be over est imated. Thure are strikiing
exanples of thiis strong prepoten not only in
horses and cattle, but in sheep and snine. An
animal of this character is of value hecause ils
influence will live after him, and his offsprmîg will
transimit the saime irepotent qualities to future
generations

Agriculture in the English Universities.

A novemient is on foot in Englaid to estabish
an agrtcutural dc;.Irtmitent lin connection with one
or two of the leading universities Tie only dlii
culty seenis to be to provide sufficient me-ans to
finance the scheme. rite university senates
seei loth to spend any mîoney on the venture
but miisght do so ;f the venture were to prove suc.
cessful, and conscquently the promoters of the
scheme will endeavor to provide the necessary
fuinds fromt outside the uîniversities for inaugurating
the work. The plan is to establish a readership
in agricultur.- at Cambridge, and in connection
therewith a special examination in agricultural
science for the ordinary l. A. degree, analogous
to the special exaiminations in nicclianical science
and music. Sir Walter Gilbey, a great friend of
agriculture, is ready to offer Cambnîdge University
the sun of two thouisand pounds to providr a
stipend of £2oo a year to a reader in agriculture
during the next ten years as soon as the pronoters
are ready to go on with the sclienie.

A traing of this kind in agricultural science
would meet a long-felt want in the great tniver
sities of England. It is here that the landlords
of the future are educated and it is of vital im-
portance to the country that they should learn
something of the science of agriculture whilst at
the university, wifh the view to the better manage-
ment of their estates in after hîfe. It is evident
from this that agriculture is gradually obtaining
its proper place anong the advanced sciences in
England and is not looked tpotn as heing beneath
contempt, as it is in some of the centres of learn-
ing in the new world.

Fodder Cheese.
There are several reasons why our dairynen

should not inake fodder cheese. In the first
place it is of inferior qualhty to the checese made
when the cows are on the grass, and for which
Canada lias acquired such an enviable reputation
in tie British markets. By sending forward this
early fodder cheese it serves to depress the mar-
ket for the later goods, and because of its inferiur
quality gives our cheese a bad name. Then we
do not think it the iost profitable line of farming
to sell all the milk off the farm in the early spring
when it is so much needed for the calves ànd
young stock, and especiily is this the case this
spring when the cheese market is glutted witli
last season's goods and the price is likely to start
lower than for many years. If no foJder cheese
is made, anad no new cheese is sent forward tilt
about the end of May the cheese market will have
an opportunity to recover sonewhat and the
prospect for next season's trade made brighter.
lii addition to ail this there is the fact that the
demand for fine creanery butter is good and that
prices are likely to be fairly remunerative for
some time. It will, therefore, pay dairymen het
ter to make butter tilt about the middle of May
and have theskim-milk returned to the farm for
feeding the calves during their early growing
period.

Canadian Onts in England.
There is a growing demiaind i England for

Canadian oats. Smce the openmng of navigation
last year about 7,000 000 bushels of Canadian oats
have been sent to Enîgland, the largest quantity
ever e\ported in a sngle season, and valued at
about $2,ooo,ooo. There is still a good denand
in England for Canadiai oats, although prices are
soiewhat lower.

Russian oats commîand the hisghest price of
any oats sent into England, and for mnany years
have about controlled the market. There are
signs now that Canadian oats are gradually taking
the place of the Russian oats iii Great Britain.
In several cases, recently, Canadian oats have
irought prices almost cqual, if not equal, to those
obtained for Russian oats. About ten days ago a
lot of 3.000 qlarters of NO. 2 white Canadian oats
was sold at within 63. per quarter of the best Rus-
sian oats on the market, nanely, r 7S. ex-quay
and a lot of 2,000 quarters No. 2 msixed Canadian
sold at i6s. 6d. l.inded ternis. The London mar-
ket reports of the samne date quoted sales of Rus-
siat oats at 6s. 6d. ex quay, and conscquently
here is an instance whese Canadians No. 2 minxed
oats brought as mich as the Russian oats on the
London market. About March tst, mixed Ameri-
can oats were selling at about 15s. 6d. ex-ship, so
that Canadian oats bring from is. to is. 6d. more
than American in the British markets.

This condition of things will be satisfactory to
the Canadian farner. Though we do not con-
sider the selling of the coarse grains off the farn
to bie the most profitable knd of farming to adopt,
yet there are nany Canadian farmers who fron
the %ery nature of things have a surplus of coarse
grains every year which it is necessary to dispose
of iii some way other than by feedng. For these
the opening up of new markets for oats and other
coarse grains will be benericial. This largely in-
creased demand in England lias to sonme extent
stimulated pnces here, though they are lower the
last week or two than they have been during the
wmter. Stocks are accumulatmig very fast, and we
may look for easier prices yet. Comparatively
speaking, prices have been high so far this season.
A year ago oats were several cents a bushel
lower than they are %t the present time.

Intensive Farming.

It is not always the large farms that pay the
best. Many farmers are working too much land.
A smialler area thoroughly worked will return a
larger incone. It would do some of our large
farmers good to visit the truck farns in the
vicinity of the larger cities, especially in the neigh-
borhood of New York. On Long Island and in
New Jersey there are many small areas, kept up
to a high state of fertility, that give much greater
returns than many of ouir large farns. Every
inch of the soil is tl.oroughly cultivated. A crop
is planted as early as possible and the soit is kept
in constant use until the end of the season. The
sane land must )ield ai Icast two or more crops
every year.

NOTES AND IDEAS.
The estimîated amount of corn on hand at this

time is said to be 745,ooo. bushels as coin-
pared with 1,o83,ooo,ooo one year ago. These
figures are giving considerable hope to holders
whso are looking for a rise in price. In the corn
helt of the west live stock feedng has been car-
ried on tu a vçry large extent this season, and it
would not be surprising if the supply of corn were
pretty short before the present year's crops are
harvested.

A striking example of what can be accom-
plished by intelligent and systenatic effort in
breeding is seen in the experiments of an English
breeder. He applied the naturail selection princi-
ple to the dairy and without any change of breed,
bred from such cows as gave the best average
yield of milk. In 189o the average was 740 gal-
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Ions per cow, but in the following.year it was only
720 gallons per cow. Since 1892, however, prog-
ress lias been uninterrupted, and without buying
any expensive milking strains to improve the herd
the yield was 879 gallons in 1896. The steady
observance of which cows were doing hest, and
the trust in a whole year's average in each case,
were the clue to this remarkable success.

It is expected that firm help will be scarce
during th coming season. Already farmers in
several sectiors are making inquiries of the
Departnent of Agriculture in regard to the
niatter. The rush to the Klondike and the fresh
impetus given recently to emigration to the
North-west are the causes of this scarcity, as
they are attracting the floating population to the
West.

New avenues for Canadian trade seem to be
opening up. hie Canadian Trade Commissioner
to Australia is of the opinion that Canadian
cheese inight find a market in that country and
advises making small cheese, weighing about ten
pounds, for this trade. The liners fron Victoria
are now itted up with cold storage facilities and
consequently cheese could be shipped without
any .great risk if the market would warrant its
being a profitable venture. The Department of
Agriculture at Ottawa has been requested to make
a trial shipment to test the market.

Owing to the drouth there have been heavy
shipments of grain and flour fron other countries
into Australia, and sone shipments of Canadian
flour have met with a successful sale there. Other
fines in which Canadian trade with Australia may
be developed is in furniture and boots and shoes.

The producers in great Britain are asking for
amendments of the law relating to the adulteration
of foods and drugs. One of the proposals is
that the coloring of margarine and its mixture
with butter should be totally prohibited. Such
a regulation, if it came into force, would be of
value to those countries which ship only pure food
products into Great Britain. For instance, with
the law as it now stands, the Canadian butter-
maker has not only to compete with the butter
.ron other countries, but with the large quantities
of margarine which appear to find their way onto
the British market.

CANADA'S FARMERS.

W. J. Bell, Angus, Ont.
W' have pleasure this week in pre.enting the readers of

FARstiN~c with a short sketch of on of our leading poultry
men, in the person uf Mr. V. J Bell, Angus, Ont. In
our special poultry number a Tanuary, '97, we gave a
sketch of Mr. 13ell's life and wurk as a poultry fancier, and
therelore will not need ta enlarge very much along that lire
just now. Suffice il ta say that Mr. Bell is a thorough Cana-
dian, and was horn on the farm on which he now resides,
near Angus, in the county of Simcoe. With the exception
of several years spent in a neighboring township, Mr. Bell
has always resided at Angus.

Mr. BeliUs one of 0 ir mas% extensive poultry.raisers, and,
unlike many farmers who keep poultry, makes il his espe.
cial linc of farmuing. Though several varieties of poultry
are kept, Mr. Bell has acquired his reputation as a breeder
of he highest type of Bronze turkeys. In this special line
M,. Bell counts as his regular customers some of the lead.
ing poultrymen of Great Britain and ite United States.
Considerably over fifty of his birds have crossed the Atlantic,
and Bronze turkeys from the Hillsdale farm have won first
honors at many of the lea-ling poultry shows in Great
Britan. This is, indeed, no small honor, and one of which
Mr. Bell may feel justly proud. Another of Mr. Bell's
specialties is Rose CombeWhire Leghorns, his birds having
won the highest honars at the Madison Square Gardens,
New York, whenever shown.

MIr. Bell is an exhibitor at the leading Canadian fairs,
where he is always a winner of a large share of the best
prizes. lis birds are specially renowned for their large size
and conformity ta type. In addition ta poultry Mi. Bell is
a breeder of purebred Berkshire swine, and tbis venture is
also proving successful.

Mir. Bell is as yet a comparatively young man, and we
may look for even greater results in hisspecial line of work.
His ability h·is been fully recognized by those who know
him best, and many positions of trust in his own locality
have been abl filled by him.


