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bbnding drift they missed their camping place,
traelled far out to sca, and unable to find
land, had to sleep un the ice. i le sas, Ther
on the bare ice, far fron shore, the wind blow-
ing a gale with the temperature at 45 below
zero, we made what sielter we couild with our
,led and a big cotton shcet, spread our bedding
on the ice, and crept in, puilling the dogs across
our feet, for thcir safety and ours. i t was a
question ini my minci wien we lay down,
ulctier we should ever get up. We liadi run
about 50 miles and were ver tired, and i
really suffered more fron cramîp than cold, but
lhippiily, slept fairly vell. " The next mornin,
atter five hours, hard travelling, they reached
their destination in safety, with no greater
mishap than a few frost bites, and laneness in
the knees, and were hospitably enîtertaiined b>
the captain of the ship. They had travelled

70 miles on foot in 33 hours, hacd drunk nioth-
ing during that time, and had caten but once !
\Vhat a narrow escape they had mia, be gatlher-
cd fromt the following : Proceeding fr i ship
to ship along the shore and sttying a while at
each they at length reached the Jland. On
March Oth a most terrific gale caie on sudden-
ly, in the midst of a warn, beautiful da), and
cauglit a great mani men away from the ships,
soie hîunîting, others visiting ships at a dis-
tance. The result was that four seanien anwl
two natives were frozen to death, ail within a
mile, and some within zoo Nds. of the ships !
The bodies were recovered the next day, and
buried the day following.

le stayed th.-ee weeks at the Island, holding
frequent services for the natives, and weekly
ones for the whalers, and was ' ' able to teach
the people many things which they leard
gladly, but may lced little." I le reaclhed home
in the best of hîealth after tlree moniths' life
utnder the above circunistances.

A fev weeks later Mr. Stringer, accompanied
by Mr. Young, retraced Mr. Whittaker's steps,
and visited first the western, then the castern
Eskinio. Cf the former lie writes : " There is
a growing eagerness to learn manifested by
the western natives. Altogether the vsit was
quite encounraging, at least the word was
preaclhed and listened to, and the work was
more of a personal nature than heretofore."
lere were many natives at the Island, as

usual, with whom lie lield daily prayers.
Am11îonîgst the eastern tribe, however, matters
at first were not so satisfactory. Evil reports,
as lie at lengtlh discovered, spread by some of
the ship's people to serve their own ends, liad
produced a decided coolness, wliclh, however,
gradually wore off, and mîany pleasant days
were spent with theni as tihey journeyed together
up the river towards the fort. " The sons of
old Ooblouk whoni I have often nentioned
before were among the number and were

ln. a> S most attenti% e. Thie une.i l alu a> s
las e e% eninîg pi a> vrs, and ask a blessing before
cating." On ing to the lactness of the scason,
hone nas not reacched until tIhe .rd June,
causinig Irs. Stringer no little anxietv.

hie inp/I'astlz episod referred to occurred
the pre ious sumiimier wlhcn lr. and Mrs.
Stringer, and Mr. Whittaker were at the
eastern village. It was causCd b> a bottle of
whiske , of which the chief had partaken too
freely. Ttking offence at a little inadý.ertence
le flew into a rage, ordered the wlole party to
leave and neer return, ard nas with difliculty
restr.incd fromt iioleice! Fortunath soime
of the men took ai ri-lut ,ien% ot the situation,
seizeJ and carried hiimî off bodily, and in a short
time the excitenent calmed doun, and lie re-
turied and made it uip by shaking lands all
round. lin how great a peril tleir lies vere
le only knows who kept thei fromt it.

I amîî thankful to learn that the liquor traffic
amînongst the Eskimo has %ery greatil abated,
but sorr% that its twin ice is as rampant as
eler, "%w hite children bcing the rie rather
than the exception," at the Island.

The discover% of gold on the upper Yukon
has brouglht a nîumber of gold seekers into this
district w ho are endea, oring t o make tlheir way
thither, and who lave been frozen in at differ-
ent points on the route. llundredis, perhaps
thousands more nill be coming thîrouîgh after
navigation opens ; and there seenms every pro-
babilit> that many will settle along the river,
and seaich for the precious metal oi this side
the mountains ; and perhaps start other in-
dustries.

[i view of this there seemîls ain urgent call
for more missionaries. There ought to be one
at eery post to look after the spiritual welfare
of the inicomers, and also for the protection of
the natives.

If this commends itself to anyone I shall be

glad to receive funcds for the support of three
or four more nien. Prompt action ought to be
taken, and the grounid occupied as soon as
possible.

Contributions for this purpose will be gladly
received and acknowledged by

Il. G. Malahier, Esq., 20 Compton Terrace,
Islinîgtaon, London, Enîgland.

G. Grisdale, Esq., Synod Office, Winnipeg,
Canada.

G. C. Thomas, Esq.,Chtirch Missions Ilotuse,
Nev York, U. S. A., or nay be paid into the
Mackenzie River Diocesan .\ccotunt, iiperial
Bank, Wininipeg.

Commending the wlole work, and ail the
workers to yotr earnest prayers.

1 an, wivth very kind remembrance, very
faithfully and sincerely yours,

W. D. REEVE, D. D.
Buhop of .1ac ken-se Rt, r
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