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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

CANADA AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIA-
TIONS.

All who are acquainted with the actual
state of agncuiture 1n Canada, must be anaie
that the effurta that have been put forth huth-
erto to advance agneultaral knowledge and
shill, have been rery inconsiderable, and,
sthen compared with the smpurtance and mag-
purd: of the field of operation, may indeed be
considered so very trifling, that the hittle that
has been done over and above individual exer
ton, may be deemed scarcely worthy ol bewg
taken 1oto the account.

The Gavernment of this colony have nobly
done their part, to further the great cause of
sgriculture, and af the people had only been
wise, they would bave availed themselves of
the great boon which bas been so bountifully
granicd them.

A _.amber of the most wealthy distncis in
the province, have evinced such a degree of
apathy i promoting the agriculture of the
country, that they have not even availed
themselves of the £3v0, pet annum, which 8
granted by Government, as a sumalous for
encouraging a combination of effort on the
patt of our harly yeomen, in elevating the
sianding and improving the charauter of iheir
poble calling.

We trust that the farmers in Canada, wil!
ste to this matter, and endeavour, i pussible, to
sarn 2 character which will not suffer in com-
parison with that of their American neighbours.
If they would only divest themselves of all
their antiquated notions, and become united i
the great cause of improving the agriculture of
the country, they would thus, in the course of
8 half-a.dozen years, add to the value of every
acre of Jand in the province, at least, one
hundred per cent.; and would also entirely
{ree the country from debt, and place its Com-
merce in such a healty position, that the
balance of trade would be considerably n 1ts
favour.

If these are not fit objects for the asnous
attention of al' classesof our mixed population,
and are not of that peculiar nature that the
most virulent partizans in the country could
join in one common bond of union, 1 exertin
thexr taleuts aod lufluewce in accor.pli-Ling
then, to say tre least of i, we aie suapable
of forming an opiion on thesubject.  Wedeel
so morally certain, that the mtelligent portion
of the agricaltura! population are vow prepared
to act with union and deasion in the naitci
under conmderation, that we have much confi-
dence in recommending a hine of policy to be
pussued, to achieve laurels, laid m store for
our bughiy savouicd cuiony.

The Township, District, and Provincial
Socielies must be wrgaiized as pon as prac-
tieal, 0 order tu accomplish the demirud goud,
and, in our omnion, the relation that these
three grades of associationsshonld hold toeach
other., should be as follows :—As an induce-
wuent for the greztest poscible number of farm-
ers tobecume inembers of tawneh.p assoc.ations
—the annual sabscriplion eoght not & excond
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the tnfling sum of one doilar, for which they
should receive a copy of some well-conducted
munthly agricu'tural magazine, which should
be afforded to the suvicty at o price not exceed
mg the sum of Lali-a-dollar, and be allowed
to avaul themselves of all the advantages that
the township anl district socicties’ eshibitions
shall affsd. The Juads fur the township
exhalnuons should cunsist of only the balance
in the hands ot the Treasurer of e Society,
after the payment of the azricultural magazine
hal beei male, and the fundd of the districy
so.eties’ exhibituns should consist of the
£200, granted by Government, together with
the annual eubscriptions of the members of
the district society

There arc 1 cach townshipin the province,
more or less patniotic and wealthy individuals,
who would gladly contribute, at Jeast £1, per
annum, fur the purpose of encouraging agri-
cultural improvement, if they could be made
saustied that the money would be wisely
expended. To gave 1hose spirited persons an
jopportunity to subseube the above sum, it
should, 1n out opinion, be diided among the
ihree grades ol ascociatious, that are proposed
to be orgamzed-  The township society might
receive one dollar, for which the subscriber
tcoutd avail himseit ot the advantages above-
mentioned . the disrrct sutiety might recerve
two doliars, the whole of which would be
awarded m prizes with the Government bounty,.
tat the Grand Annuai bistnct Plouging Maiches,
|Shows, and Faus. and the remaming dollar
might be given 10 the Provincial Seciety. It
should be a matter quite optional with the
subseribers whether they become, exther mem-
bers of the Townstup, Ditrict, or Provincial
Society.

At present, the usual demonstration made
at agucaliaral exlubitions s confined to a few,
and the Guvernment bounty, which, by right,
should be divided among the bulk of the agri-
jcultural population, goes to benefitonly a class
jol 1ndividuals, who are already achnowledged
to be the best pracucal farmers in the countay.

If being memners of agricultural societies,
and being i possession of the mysteres that
are uniolded, through the modern works that
have been published on agriculture, are of any
tsemce to the wisest and most expenenced
y farmers, ceilainly the puor uninstructed calu-
vator might be benefiled, by participating in
’lhose cnjoyments.  We again would endea-
ivour to enlorce the idea more powerfully upon
jall who take the trouble to read these remarhs.
{that st a few recesve any good, irom becoming
members of aghicuiural associations, and fiom
reading the views of the learned and most
expenenced culuvators, on the var.ous influ-
jences that act javonrably or unfavourably in
jthe different deparuments of their nimate and
(honewmabie proulessiun, that certuuly the enlire
aduit mate 8gucuituial pupulativn mighireceive
{a proportiunaie amount of benefit, 1f they would
|only embrace the same advantages. Believing
1as we do. that the great ihing necessary v
make this a happy and presperous counlry, is
’xo buidd up and fortfy the foundation of her
jazricuiture on a sound and permanent tasis,
and also, bcuenng that 1tisto the interest oi ail,‘
that every sndiviwual should becume wealth:
and intclligrn?, our readers will, we tmsv.‘
ercuse the zéal which we are apt to practise,
when dwelling upon the subject before us.

To enable our readers, to fonm rome 1des of
the practical worhing of the agrculiural asso-
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to draw the following picture *—Suppess o
district with a population of 26,000 inhabitanfs,
the great bulk of whom are engaged in agri.
cuttural pursuits, and m s district there are,
besides wowns and  viliages, six tunnships,
each containing a population of 2000 souls,
and in each of those townships there is an
agrnicultural scciety formed, averaging cach 200
members; and out of those 200, 20 of them
become members ®f the district suuety, paying
cach ten ghillings, per annum, and 10 become
members of the Provincial society, paying each,
five shillings, pes annum ; the sesult would te,
thatsuch a district would recerve 3200 copies
ot an agncultural magazine, which, of read,
would syon impruve the condition of the agr.
culture of the district to an extent almost incre-
dible. There would be in such a district, six
township shows, annwnally, at which pnzes 1o
wamount of about $100 would be awarded
each , open for competition only to such
individuals as are reeident members of the
township societies vespectively. And thers
would also be one Grand Distnict Show, eack
vear, the funds for which would consist of
£200, Goyernment bounty, and besides the
ten shillings subscription jrom the 120 mem.
bers’ of the distnct society, that we have su
posed might Le collected, if the people would
ogdy, unite and siudy their best intereats. The
partigs t6 whom the district societies® exhibi.
tions would be open for competition, would te
the members of the six townships® societies,

and afso the members of the district society, .

sapposing that the members of the latter were
without an exception also members of the
township societies, there would be still 1200
persons 1n the district, who would be.allowed
to show at the districtexhibition. The benefits
that would accrae from such 2 grand display,
may easily be amicipated, and the fands wouls
unquestionably be ‘wisely expended, as the
Chainnan of the township socielies would te
ex-cflicto, directors of the district society, who
would feel an interest in seeing every shilling

expended in a manner calctlated to promefe !
the object for which it was wizely grantedand -

collected.

The *discussions on Agricultural 1tepies
which would take place at the monthly meet.
ings of the Members of the Townships
Socicties, and the quarterly meetings of ths
Members of the District Society, would provs
poweriul engines in promoﬁng the welfare of
these Societies, and would be a means of
ehaiting a vast amount of information on every
branch of farming, and would be an efficient
agent for inculcating a fniendly spint among sll
who would parucipate mn the movement.

Some may suppose that the foregoing schems
is not only visivnary but impracticable, to
such we would say, that much greater sesvi
than those we Lave pictured fo cur fzney,
might be realized, if only a few intelligent, !
spirited individuals in each Township would
undertake the task in good eamnest, by forming
Township Socielies on the plan propeed and:
mect monthly to discuss topics on Agriculture,:
and publish the substance of the same for the
benetit of their fellow-farmere A beginning in:
thisgood work, has been commenced within the
past two months, in the Home District, and we
venture lo predict in the cowrse of other twp
months there will be at least fifteen Townehip
Societies within the limits of the Distrish,
averaging each one hundred Members.

The Provincial Sociefy, sbout which thern
has been g0 much #aid for the part two year,
could be orgamized on & mast mazmificent scale,:
if only the Distnict Societies would adopt the,
plan of onganizing Branch Societies ia 1kt
Townships. The officera of toth District ard.

catons, whoh we are desious of seeing| Township Societies would be the test positls:

fatinrtiv extabished n Canara, nie would ber ingents that zoald ¥e Lizd Jar procuring Bﬂ&}



