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earefully watch the growth of all sorts of | bad roads as in Flamboro' and Puslench,

burs through the suminer and pull them up,
and spare no pains nor distance to place
them in 2 situation where they can do no
harm, so that I may veuture to say my
sheep are kept free from them. I extend
this Jabour and precaution not only to the
fields but to my wood lands, as far as my
sheep and eattle are allowed to range.
The whole time occupied m the summer
season does not cost more than two or three
days of my own labour. The next point to
observe in having a well handled lot of
wool, is to keep the sheep in good condition
by giving them plenty of feed, and by never
housing them in close pens winter or sum-
mer, and by clipping off' all dirty tag locks
when they make ther first appearance.

In my travels about the country, I have
been astonished to see the prevailing care-
lessness among farmers in allowing burs
to grow in front of their own farms, in the
fields and sometimes to the very front of
their dwellings. Of course in such cases,
sheep, cattle, and horses are completely
covered with this pest to the tidy farmers,
and the wool is not only uncomfortable to
the sheep, but 18 of but hittle value and 18
very destructive of machnery in its manu-
facture ; and all this results from the want
of two or three days work of some uscless
old man or little boy, annually bestowed to
this department of farming.

Now for a few remarks on the crops :—I
have been during the past season, through
nearly all parts of the Gore District. Some
portions of the crop is abundant; oats far
exceeds the usual average ; hay rather short
on clay lands,but 2bundant where plastered;
barley good ; potatoes middling ; wheat, the
ready money article and great staple, very
variable, in some places full and good, and
in others much hurt from eerly drought and
Iate rains. The earhest sown is the best
both of winter and summer wheat, and
great complaints of smut in many places.
In the early part of last December I passed
through West Flamboro’, Puslench, and
Guelph townships; part of this route is
thinly settled. The rear of Puslench is of
a very fine quality of land, so is the ap-
proaches to the town of Guelph excellent.
Farms in this vicinity are of the first quali-
ty, although there was rathera falling off in
the crops the last scason both in quantity
and quality, owing perhaps to the heavy
Iroats which were prevalent in the carly
part of last summer.  Afier passing through
rather a rough part of the country and bad
roads, I arnived at the beaatifully situated
and pleasant av | flourishing town of Guelph
27 miles from Dundas, and 30 from Wel-
lington Square.

On my return I passed through a corner
of Eramosa, and through Nasaguawa and
Nelson'to Wellington Square. Some parts
of the route are beautiful, some rough, and

and the same complaints about the wheat
crops.

Wi.h regard to smut, T got rid of it after
trying every other experiment, by changing
the seed, which I procured from a soil dif-
ferent from mne and of farmers who never
grew smut, chess, or cockle. I change my
seed as above every two years, and the re-
sult 1s that I am never troubled with any of
the calamities mentioned in the foregoing
remarks.

The farmers not only complain of the
falling short in their calculations respecting
the yield of their crops, but they only ob-
tain one-half the price for their wheat, flour,
beef, pork, wool, mutton, butter, cheese or
any thing else their farms may produce, in
consequence of the carelessness practiced
in the routine of the management of their
farms and crops.

Whoever will be at the trouble to inves-
tigate the matter, will find that although
the country is amply supplied with provi-
sions of every description, and 2 consider-
able quantity to spare, that the amount of
several important articles of agricultural
productions are diminishing rather than in.
creasing. There is such a rage for Ameri;
can wheat by Canadian millers, and our
markets are so completely glutted with
American beef, pork, mutton, cheese, and
every other United States agricultural pro-
duction, that the farmers are obliged to de-
sist growing those products for the market,
to the same extent that they formerly did,
owing to the fact that the great disparity
between the prices of labour and the pro-
ducts from the farm, would not admit of
hiring labourers.

The Gore District is abundantly well
stocked with horned cattle, swine, and
sheep, and might have exported this present
season threc times the amount of salted
provisions, had the prices been such as
would have remunerated the producer.

With respect to sheep, the country s full
of them, so that the manufacturers are en-
tirely over stocked with wool. There was
a sale of three hundred sheep in this town-
ship last fall, which was advertised long be-
fore the sale, and they snld upon credit at
2.4 to 4-4} per head : notwithstandiug this,
X am safe in saying, that there has passed
up to the Gore District during the last three
months of 1842, not less than 4,000 sheep
purchased i the United States.  In Hamil-
ton market mutton has been sold out of far-
mers waggons at from 1s. 3d. to 1s.10d. per
quarter, and beef has been actually sold at
from 6s. to 9s. per 100 1bs., so that beef,
mutton, and cheese are sold generally in
our markets at prices much lower than the
duties which the Canadian farmers would
have to pay, before they could get the same
description of articles admitted inlo the
United States market.

The American Government protects their
farmers against all foreign competition, and
we are comparatively neglected by the spe-
culating jobbers who stand at the head of
our government: and to make the matter
still worse, it is said the Banks discount
very little, and how can they when they
have to meet the mercantile trade and the
provision market. It is thought that the
Currency- Law has had some share in bring-
ing about the general depression ; let that
be as it may, so long as the interests of a
few speculators are made paramount to the
interests of the mnany farmers and other
producers, so long will British Ametica be
unable to supply the British markets with
provisions, in exchange for the heayy.im.
portations of British manufactured goods
which arrive at our shores yearly.

Iam, Sir,
Yours’ respectfuily,
JOHN WILSON.
Savt FLEET, 30th Jan, 1843.
————
STo the Editor of The British American Cultivator,
IR,

As the season for planting that useful
root the potatoe, 1s fast approaching, 1 beg
leave to offer a few simple but hope not in.
appropriate remarks on the culture of that
inestimable vegetable—those remarks hav.
ing been acquired from actual experience.
I shall now and at all other times confine:
myself to real facts. In the spring of 1849,
I purchased at Toronto, two pouads of Re.
han potatoes for fifteenpenze. I planted
them on the 4th of June in new land, which
yielded 160 1bs. of very large potatoes. QOm
the following year 1841, I prepared a,small
plot of new land equal to 17 perches, (1. &)
one perchoveratenth of a statute acre, which
I also planted about the same time with
similar seed, and produced 553 bushels of
very large potatoes. Last year owing to
the cold spring frosts and subsequently
summer drought, I had not so heavy a crop.
I shall now state my mode of cultivation :—
I first prepared the land by a very good har.
rowing ; then putin the seed after the man.
ner of planting Indian corn, but opening the
tground something decper. In each hill,
{ which are to be three feet apart, I drop three
! sets, which are to be immediately -covered
‘ 10, and so to remain until the plantsare suf-

ficiently high to receive partial eatthing,

which done, a second and last earthing-is

performed, when the plants are sufficiently
! matured for thatpurpose. Thisplan I con.
sider the most judicious as regards the bulk
of crop nnd improvement of the soil : it also
destroys all weeds. I now recommend the
| Rohan potatoc for extensive planting, bein
‘thc most prolific I hate cver met with, an

frown a year or two’s planting in this climate
becomes acclimated and an excellent pota-
toe for table use.

Should jou deem the above worthy a
place in your widely circulated and excels
lent journal insert it.

1 remain, truly your's, )
EDMUND RYALL.
Ogo, Februsry 18th, 1843.




