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Fig. 9 has the shape of the well-Kkmown. copperplates whiéh’ are so highly valued on
the North.-West Coast. Its name is 7! -®a tcopperptate). The legend to which this mask
refers Says that a m¥an went into a distant. country to search for a wife. At last he et
Ti@ liz, the mistress of the copperplates. He married her, and it was thus that they
dirst came€.to be known to the Bilgula. - o~ )

s 1 said above that’ this dance of the’Bilgula“corresponds to g(e Na'ntlem of the Tlat-
{asik’ oala. The double nask figured on p. 129 of Wow’r s boek, Which I“mentioned above,
belongs to this dance. In-the vﬂlage\ Oumta’ 8pe,'Whlch is—commonly calléd and spelled
Newetti by Enghsh traders, I collected a whole sef of such ‘masks, representing ,,the feast
of thg: raverr” This collection has been deposited in “the Royal Ethnologlcal Museum at
Berlin, -The .central figure is the raven, td whose, face t'wo -movable wings are attached.
The other figures represent animals which took part in the feast. The first part of the
dance representq the raven-catching the salmon, which is later on_fried. The animals are

invited to partake in the meal, and the events of-this feast are, represenfed in the dance.

It was on that occasion that they recelved thelr pre%nt form while before -they had been

half-human, beings. M -, . v
At the end of the No ntlem season the Tsa’ eka begxﬁs During tlm season the whole

tribe is ditided into @ number of § groups which form setret societies. Among the Kwakiutl

. L observed seven -groups, the prm'clpal of which is ‘called- the Me® emk-oat. To this group
.belong the. Ha'mats’a, the crane, the Ha' maa, gnsly bear, and the Nu'tlematl. The first,

second, and third of theqe are the ,man-eaters”. The other groups are the following:
2. K-okosky mo, who are formed-by the old men. . . R

Maa’mq’enok, (the killers), who -are formed by the young men.

Mo’smos (the damsy,-the married wethen. . - )

"K-@kiao (the partridgés), the .unmarried ‘girls. . - 3

Hé'melk: (those whoseat continually), the old chnefs

7. lf ?ki’'qalak: {the jackdaw), the children.

Every one of these groups-has its separate feasﬁ in whlch no member qf another group

is allowed to partake; but before begmmng thexr feast they ‘must send a dlsh of food to
the Hamats'a. At the opening of the- feast the chief of: the e_group: for instangé, of the Ka’
kwao — will say, ,The partridges always Trave something niée to eit”, and then ajl peep like
partridges. All these groups try to” offend the Me'emki-oat, and every oné of these has
some particular object by which he is offended. The grisky. bear- must not be shown any
red color, his preference being black. The Nw'tlematl and erane do not like to hear a nose
mentioned, as theirs are very long. Sometimes the former try to induce men to mehtion
their noses, and then they burn and smash whatever they can lay their hands on. For

. example: a Nwtlemat! blackens his nose. Then the peoplé Wwill say, ,Oh, your head is
black " but if somebody should happen to say, ,What is the matter with your nose?”

he would take offence. Sometimes they cut off the ,noses” of canoes because of their hame.
The Nuw'tlemat! must be as filthy as possible. -

Sometimes a chief will give a feast to which he invites all these groups. Then nobddy

is allowed to eat before the H@'mats’a has had his share and if he should decline to
accept the food offered to him, the feast must not take place. After he has once ‘bitten
men, he is not allowed, to take part in feasts.

‘The chief's wife must make a brief speech before the meal is served. She has to say,
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