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CHAPTER XI.—THE BEGINNING OF TRIALS

A deep quiet joy filled the heart of
Mary Kendal when, after pamng from
her lover, she entered the mansion. Her
father eat alone in the parlour, in the |
deep l\vlwln, lights having not yet been
brought in* She merely Tooked in up-
on him when he talked a few pleasant
words to her, then tripped up to her own
room, for she longed to be alone with
her thoughts.

Those thoughts we will not attempt |
to conceive. "Her whole after- history
hangs on the event that has taken place,
and her hopes of happiness being fresh
and full as her owu young g «'u\hmw heart, |
her whole being is thrown into a ‘state uf
delicious excitement, which craves, nay,
demands for its eujoyment the privacy |
of entire seclusion. [

In the mjidst of ber delightful musings
Mary was disturbed by a servant who
came to summon her to the purlour,.
where her father desired her presence.,
To her surprise she found he was not
alone, and L{xe surprise became excess- |
ive annoyance, when she perceived that |
the visitor was Malvrin Blantire, She
returned his salute with cold formality.

Her father rose the moment she made |
her appearance.

My dear,” he remarked, ‘Blantire
has come for the purpose of making a |
special communication to you. He |
has informed me of its nature, and it
meets my strongest wishes. I have no
douby you will receive it as it becomes a
lady of the house of Kendal, and give-a

kind and courteous reply, bemluw its|
generous character and my own desires.’ |

Betore Mary could utter one word in
reply, he was gone, and she and Malvrin
were left together.

‘I am a plain, blunt Irishman, M
Kendal,’ he at once began, ‘and there-
fore come at once te-the pojnt. I can-
not but supposé that the object of my
frequent visits here of late has
guessed by you, and I trust my propos:
of an alliance will be favourably rec
ed by you. I need not say that I
do everything in my power to make you
happy, as I have your father's essurance
that such alliance is extremely agreeable
to him, I hope you will be prt’vui]vt] on
to name an early day for our union.”

¢ Mr. Blantire, au'-ated Mary, iu a
steady voice, for the'man’s coldness and
evident heartlessness made her cold as
ice, ‘I thank you for the honour you
have intended me. I will not deny that
I have been made acquainted by my
father with your object, but I am sorry
to think that he has not conveyed to you
my distinctly expressed sentiments,—
Had he done so, both of us would have
been saved the pain of this interview.—
I have to repeat my thanks for the hon~-
our implied in your proposal, but must
respectfully decline entertaining it.’

Malvrin's brow lowered, and he bit
his lip. ¢ You surprise me, Miss Ken-
dal,’ he said; ‘I did not expect to meet
with a refusal. You cannot seriously
decline the offer. Consult with your
father, and I will return to-morrow even-
ing to obtain your consent. 2

‘It will be useiess,” answered Mary,
with a1 air of firm decision® ‘I am pre-
cluded from considering the social ad-
vantage to which you n-fer, by the all
important fact that my affections are no
way inclined towards you. My fixed be
lief is that no marriage can be right and
proper that is not based on the regards
of the heart.’

¢ Allow me to say that these are the
ideas ot a romantic imagination, and |
they will soon pass from your mind.—
The proper thing in marriage is a suit-
able and equal allance. “Allow your
father to be the best judge in this matter,
and follow his wishes.’

‘ Mr. Blantire,’ said Mary, rising, ‘you
force me to be plain and pointed ; I will
vever sacrifice myself to my ﬁnher\; mis-
taken wishes. It is nnpnsq:hlv that 1
should ever marry you.

¢ You posititively declare 80,” said
Malvrin, as a dark spot of passion start-
ad on his brow.

* Most positively and finally,’ answered
Mary.

¢ I know the meaning of this,” mutter-
ed the youth, as he rang a large hand-
bell which stood on the table. When
the servant appeared he ordered him to
request bis master to join thern. Mary
then turned to leave the room, but Mal-
vrin stepped between her and the door-

‘ You will please to wait the return of
your father,” he observed.

‘ As you choose,’ she coldly replied,and
the next moment Mr. Kendal entered
the apartment.

‘ What!” he gaily exclaimed, ¢have
you settled the besiness so soon? I'm
glad of it. Come here, Mary, my dar-
ling, and let me give my blessivg.’ |

“Retter wait il you know the result,’
suggested Malvrin, ¢ Miss Kendal has |
«jected my proposal,’

« What ! rejecled' cried the Squire,
his face assuming an expression of strong |
diepleasure. ¢ Nonsense. It is  some |
mistake. Mary. my dear, correct your-!
self,Mr Blantire has misunderstood you.

¢ Ue has not misunderstood me, fath
er,' said Mary. ‘I have only told him |
what I already told you—that I- cannot |
be his wife.’

¢ What is the meaning of this ?' cried
Mr. Kendal, now fairly angry.

‘1 can tell you,” said Malvrin, with a
sncer. * She has formed an acquain-
tance with a low adventurer, who has
gained such an asce ndancy over her,that
she has promised to marry him.?

¢ Heavens and earth,’ ejaculated the
squire, utterly amazed ¢This is false,
I{I.num- It is a slander Speak, \!m\,

pudizate such a charge ?

‘ohe may attempt to deny it,’
Blantire But T well know that I
correctly informed,?

_“Sirn," cried Mary, drawing herself up, |
“if you knew me better, you would be
aware that T would not do that which I
am ashamed to confess, and that I would
not be mean or wicked enough to deny
what is tree, Yes, father, I have, even
this very night, [’rummed to be the wife
of the man | loye.’

The squire staggered back several
paces, and his face became white and
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