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. FAMILIAR SAYINGS.

L # e

.-AN INVESTIGATOR TELLS HOW
THEY ORIGINATED.

‘Pt Repeated Phrases and Words Have
Interesting Storles Conmected with
Thelr Origin—Where and How They
Started. /

“Do yo{ know who Mother Carey
189" asked the man who delights in
Investigating all sorts of odd things
and who is mever sp happy as when
following up some unusual line of
‘thought.

“She’s a chicken fancier, F imagine,”
replied the man who takes things as
they come without question. “At any
Tate she’s seldom mentioned except in
connection with her chickens.”

“Mother Carey,” said the investi-
gator, and he took another look at
the book he held in his hand as if to
guard against the possibility of mis-
take, “is the Virgin Mary. The name
comes from the Latin ‘Mater cara,’
meaning ‘Mother dear,’ and her
<hickens are the stormy petrels which
the sailors formerly believed were sent
to warn them of approaching storms.

- I tell you, my boy, there's a great
deal that’s interesting in these odd
expressions and words if one takes the
trouble to look it up. ‘Now, there is
the saying, ‘Don’t care a rap.’ How
would you interpret that? What does

Tap mean §"*

“As an off-hand guess, I should say
that it was a substitute for a word
that begins with ‘d’ and which is not
supposed to be used in polite society.”

“You would be wrong,” asserted the
man with the book, ‘“’Rap’ is derived
from ‘R.A.P.’ which in turn comes
from India and stands for rupees,
annas and pice, representing the money
of that country. The expression is al-
most an exact eguivalent to that other,
equally common, ‘Idon’t care a cent,’
Now, I'suppose if some one should ask
you about ‘Jack and Gill’ who ‘went
up a hill,’ you would say they were
simply anursery characters.”
| “I certainly should.”

! *“And you would be wrong again.

‘Jack’ was the name of a pitcher made

'of waxed leather, and ‘Gill’ was and

is a measure of small capacity. That is
how they happened to go after water

Somebody was doubtless carrying them

and carelessly dropped them.”

MIND YOUR THOUGHTLESS WORDS

“When you say ‘By Jingo !’ I suppose
you don’t mean anything except that
you are excited or angry.”

-“That’s all.”

“Nevertheless, you are literally
swearing by the evil one, for the word
is from ‘Jenco,” which means ‘devil’ in
the Basque language. 1 suppose, also,
that you regard ‘carpet knight' as a
term of reproach.”

*“Naturally.”

“Yet Heary Irving is a carpet
knight; so was Tennyson, and so are
and were, many others of whom Eng-
land isproud. A carpet knight is one
who wins his title by his achievements
in the world of science or the arts, or,
in fact, anywhere except in battle. He
may be really more deserving of the
title than any of those who won it by
the sword.”

“You must put in most of your time
with dictionaries and cyclopedias 2"’
suggested the man who takes things
as they come.

“Not at all. 1 am simpiy sufficient-
ly interested to look up (hese odd ex-
pressions when I run across them to
see what they really mean, and whe-
ther we use them properly. Do you
know why the patrons of the top gal-
lery of a theatre are called the gods$”

“Never even gave the subject a
thought.”

“Well, they are so described at the
Drury Lane Theatre, in London, first,
because the ceiling was painted in imi-
tation of a blue sky, with cupids and
angels flying about. [ imagine the
term ‘battle royal’ conveys an idea of
grandeur to you in the fighting line.”

“I should think it ought to be rather
thrilling."”

“Nevertheless, it was originally ne-
thing but a cocik-fighting term, and
was used to describe o fight in which
three, five or seven birds were put-into
the pit and left antil all but one had
been defeated. How do you Suppose we
got the expression, ‘“‘cock and bull
story’t”

“Give it wp.”

“You ought to investigate these
things if you are going to make use of
them. A man ought to know some-
thing about what he is saying. This
comes to us from the time of the Re-
formation. The Papal bulls had a
cock on the seal. and of course there
were a greal many people of that day
who were inclined to discredit any-
thing in the cock and bull line But
the expression that doubtless will in-
terest you most 1s, “I don't care a
dam.'”

“You what?” el

“‘I don't care a dam!—the dam
without the ‘n,’ of course.”

“What difference doss that make 2"

“All the difference in the world.
Da-m is a coin in India equivalent
to an English twopence. lf you are
ovaught making that remark in a loud
tone some time it may be worth some-
thing to you to know that there is
such a coin. It will help you to ex-
plain matters. Now, where do you
suppose the word ‘peeler’ and ‘bobby,’
meaning policeman, come from §”’

“Again I give it up.”

“From the name of Sir Robert Peel,
the founder.of the London police force.

SHOULD LOOK THEM UP.

“Da you do anytuing €xcept iovk up

Nervous People

Are great sufferers and they deserve
sympathy rather than censure. Their
blood is poor and thin and their nerves
are consequently weak. Such ple
find relief and oure in Hood’s Sarsa-
parilla because it purifies and enrich-
ea the blood and gives it power to feed,
strengthen and sustain thé nerves. If
you are nervous and cannot sleep, take
Hood's Sarsaparilla and realize its
nerve strengthening power.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla

Is Canada’s Greatest Medicine. $1; six for $5.
Hood's Pills cure all Liver 1ils. 25 cents.
e ————

these things?’ asked the man who
takes things as they come.*
“Oh, yes,” replied the man of an in-

vestigating turn of mind. “When you |,

getinto the habit of looking into the
origin of the expressions you run
across, you do it as an amusement at
odd times. Now, yesterday it suddenly
occurred to me that I didn’t know why
it is that we ‘rob Peter to pay Paul.’”

“Did you find out

“Certainly. In 1550 several estates
belonging to Westminster Abbey were
granted to St. Paul’s Cathedral for re-
pairs and maintenance, and Westmins-
ter Abbey happens to be dedicated to
St. Peter. There is an interesting
story connected with ‘buying a pig in
a poke,’ too.”

“Let’s have it.”

“*A countryman once put a cat in
a poke or sack and sold it in the mar-
ket-place as a sucking pig. Thg cus-
tomer didn’t investigate his purchase
then, and when he did he very natur-
ally ‘let the cat out of he bag.’ There
you have two explained at once.”

“It is rather interesting, isn’t it¢”
said the man who takes things as they
come. ‘I believe I'll look up the next
odd expression I come across myself.”

“Do,” returned the investigator, “I'm
sure you will find it quite as inter-
esting as the genealogical fad and a
lot more instructiye.”

BRITISH SHIPPING.
More Than 67,000 Tons Decline in Tonnage
Last Year.

For the first time in fifty years, or
since the repeal of the British naviga-
tion laws, the tonnage of the British
mercantile marine shows a decline. A
Board of Trade return has just been
published dealing with British and
foreign shipping, which shows that at
the end of last year the United King-
dom owned steam and sailing vessels
with a capacity of 8,953,171 tons, com-
pared with the 7,978,538 tons of 1890,
but as compared with the 9,020,282 tons
of 1896, it shows a falling off of more
than 67,000 tons. Including the ton-
nage owned in the British colonies, the
Union Jack floats over 10,416,442 tons
of shipping, which compares with about
4,768,000 tons for the United States, 1,-
66,558 for Norway, 1,487,577 for Ger-
%any, 894,071 for France, 765,281 for
Italy, and 756,305 for Spain. Accord-
ing to the report British shipping en-
Joys sixty percent of America’s foreign
trade, fifty-eight percent of Portugal’s
fifty-seven percent of Russia’s, fifty-
four and a half percent of Holland’s,
forty-three percent of Italy’s, and
thirty-eight percent of Germany’s.
British ships last year carried seventy-
six per cent of the inward and outward
trade of the United Kingdom as against
seventy-eight percent in 1895, seventy-
nine and a half percent in 1890, and
eigh!y-three percent in 1880. Although
the tonnage of British ships fell behind
last year, the prepordon built for
foreigners in British yards was much
above the average. The decline is as-
signed to three causes: An unusually
large transfer of British shipping to
foreign flags, native builders filling
foreign orders at the expense of domes-
tic, and the great engineer’s strike.
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TO CURE A CULD IN ONE DAY. »
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets,  All Drug
gists refund the money if it fails to Cure. $50.

_—————
TRUE AND FALSE CULTURE
Anything that draws the home-keep-
or from a healthful, loving, faithful in-
terest in her home affairs must be un-
worthy of her pursuit, Let a woman
join a study club if she finds that it
will be helpful to her; but if she finds
that this will force her ' to neglect
things that would tell upon the home
comfort, there are books that will
furnish what she needs for the (purpose
of mental cultivation, and perhaps her
hushand could, after *he has rested of
an evening, join in the study, and, so
the two would have the pleasure of a
joint interest in a subject. But let the
woman who chooses the reading-course
beware of taking up a work because
it has become the fashion. Her own
intellectual need should be consulted.
She must learn to select for herself ; to
see with her own eyes, and to decide
through her own judgment. Her home
must be an expression of her own
taste, and must prove the fact of her
economy of time and strength and
money. She must not feel herself su-
perior to the most carq[ul planning,
nor reject the most trifling means, to-
wards accomplishing success in home
management, indeed, she shoulg be
proud of an ability .to make a plckel
go as far as possible, and so il the
machinery of service that it seems to
run itself,

PRINCESS EPEPHAN IE.

When idolized in her girlhood by her
father’s subjects, the terms of endear-
meant by which Princess Stephanie,
second daughter of the King and Queen
of the Belgiams was known were “Our
Little Moss Rose,” and * Our Dear Prin-
cess.” She was a winsome little lady,
blue-eyed, fair-haired and inquisitive
to & degree, her smile winning all
hearts. Not that she was ever beauti-
ful ; yet none could honestly deny her
prepossessing appearance. Her dissolute
husband, the late Crown Prince Ru-
dolph of Austria, unquestionably used
her ill, and when in his cups his bru-
tality was such that the lords and
ladies attached to their court coried
“Shame!” and on occasions not afew
the very servants of their Imperial
Highnesses hustened to rescue their
exalted mistress from the blows and
kicks of her spouse.

In her early days of wedlock Ste-
phanie, who but too soon discovered
her husband’s faults, pried upon| his
actions in her jealousy, and upbraided
him cuttingly, epitefully, tearfully.
Exhibitions such as these only served
to madden the Imperial reprobate,
and their conjugal relations, with the
tender passion at a discount from the
very first, became more and more
estranged. To breakfast on one bottle
of Burgundy, and to lunch off anotler,
with cognac and champagne in con-
stant demand the morning through-
out, unnerved the Prince, to put it
mildly, for awalk or drive with the
Princess in the afternoon, and it was
under the influence of alcohol that he
was wont to visit her, post-prandially,
in her own apartments, and conduct
her to entertainments public and pri-
vate. .

To what extent the crushed spirit
of the Princess was affected by her
tyrant’s tragic death may never be
publicly known. Stephanie is of no
confiding spirit, and in her reticence
her pride precludes the enquiring sym-
pathy of condoling friends. In her
patriarchal father-in-law, the  Em-
peror, she found in her bereavement

her staunchest ally, and the autocrat,
who has ever figured as the first gal-
lant gentleman on the continent of
Europe, in hjs tribulation at the loss
of his only son, resolved that that son’s
widow in all matters of court pre-
cedence should retain her position,
maintdin her court, and be regarded
by the nation as second to nonme, the
Empress alone excepted. Simultaneous-
ly Francis Joseph made provision that
his deceased son’s only clh

Elizabeth, .should figure as the third
on the list of the ladies foremost in
rank in the empire and constituted
a eourt complete in all its multifari-
ous appendages, and distinct from
that of the widowed Crown Princess,
over which, in bher minority, *“ Lize,”
the apple of the Imperial eye should
alone preside.

Stephanie, true to the Emperor's
fatherly dictates, took under her spe-
cial protectorate the artistic, scientific
and humanitarian movements which
had been fostered under the patronage
of her husband. But the ambitious
wife of the successor to the throne,
Archduke Carl Ludwig, was jealous of
her overwhelming precedence. This
Portuguese Princess, Archduchess
Maria Theresa, daughter of the de-
throned King Dom Miguel of disrepu-
table memory, had hoped on the death

of Rudolph to precede Stephanie, but

to her chagrin discovered that by im-
perial edict she figured as fourth in
precedence. To escape the bickerings
and backbitings of her enemies Ste-
phanie early in her widowhood absent-
ed herself from Vienna during festive
celebrations at the Hofburg, nothing
being more alien to her breast and
more derogatory to her pride than the
squabbles in which some of the arch-
duchesses are perpetually involved. On
the death of the heir-apparent, Carl
Ludwig, the Saxon spouse of Otto, the
heir presumptive, Archduchess Maria
Josepha, stepped into Maria Theresa’s
shoes, thus involuntarily throwing her
Portuguese highness into comparative
insignificance, seeing that Carl Lud-
wig had not been officially recognized
as his brother’s successor.

No sooner had Rudolph’s widow come
prominently to the fore under the of-
ficial title of “Her Imperial and Royal
Highness, the widowed Crown Princess,
Archduchess Stephanie,” than her
popularity in the estimation of the
public assumed dimensions far greater
than in her former capacity of Crown
Princess. In aword she eclipsed her-
self. Thus to the adage ‘‘ pity begets
love,” the nation raised her to popular
fame. They had idolized Rudolph as
their future sovereign and he had won
all hearts by his ingratiating qualities
of affability and condescension. Not-
withstanding the broadcast sowing of
his wild oats they were fully resolved
to extend their allegiance to his widow
in their fealty to his memory,

The period of mourning prescribed
by society decently over, Stephanie be-
came the fashion. She developed a
craze for pleasing social novelties and
was lionized accordingly by all classes.
In gay Vienna she set the fashien and
the world of fashion bowed before her
dictates, while ‘u the philanthropic
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kaiserstadt the exacting and the pu'ri-‘l
tanical alike acgepted her as the
guardian angel ¢f the afflicted and
the poor. Her social regime, has been
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a singularly happy one, and now that
she is recovering in the atmosphere of
the health resort of Gries bei Botzen,
in the southern Tyrol, from her re--|
cent dangerous illness, the Viennese |
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inducements to

’ T'ORONI'. CUTTING SCHOOL offers special

are impatient to have her among them
once again.
Stephanie, who is 84 years old,

.« PRINT

80 OHEAP you oan use it on old shingle
roofs or_sides of buildings. Used 23
years. With a good sprayer ‘you

ite us for c‘m ars

tall and graceful. She is a gifted wo- ' paintabarnin half a day. Wri

man, and besides excelling as an ama-
teur photographer, her brush makes !

'ormation shout painting. The Finch Wood Preserves

, bive & Paint Company, 870 Queen West, Toronte,

a brave show in water colours. Her
literary achievements, too, demand
attention. The exquisitely illustrated
volume she produced on Lacroma, an
island in- the Adriatic, facing the
ancient republic of Ragusa, testifies

SHIP YOUR PRODUCE,

Butter, Eggs, Apples, Pruit, &c., te
THE DAWSON OOMMIBSION 00., Limited,

Oor, of West Market and Oolborne Sts., TORONTO.

to her poetic fervor. Stephanie is the
protectress of the Austrian Golden
Cross Association, and the last social
function she attended before her ill-
ness at Abbazia on the Adriatic was
the opening of an asylum for incap-

OO A PHOTOE AGEANV NG
2o D LCJONT S ENG L0
GONIO ADRILADE v W SOON I

acitated government employes. During
her illness her hair was cut short,
which gives her quite a hoyish appear-
ance. Short hair is now, consequently
the rage, and so, too, is the stout brown
cane with heavy silver incrustations,
with which the widowed crown princess
has armed herself in her convalescence.
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NO ENTHUSIASM WHATEVER,

Miriam—No, I have decided that I
can never be his wife.

Gertrude—Why ¢

Miriam—He is too matter-of-fact, too
unemotional, I could never stand it to
go through life with aman who has
such a cold, calculating nature as his.

Gertrude—But what makes you think !
he is s0 wnemotional—so cold and calcu-
lating ¢ -

Miriam—When we were at the picnie
yesterday he didn’t suggest that we
have our tintypes taken\.

HOME DECORATION,

{ THE TRIUMPH-

C. B. BARCLAY,
168 Adelaide St. W., Tereato.

NESTED. “ oLOSED,

Mrs. Fatpurse—You paint pictures
to order, don't you#

Great Artist—Yes, madam.

Mrs. Fatpurse—Well I want a land-
scape, with lots of deer, and ducks;
and quail, and reed birds, and cattle,
and sheep, and pigs, and so on,
you know; and put a lake and an
ocean in—fresh and salt water, you
know; and be sure to have plenty of

THOMAS FLYNN.

L. COFFEE & (0, ‘eolbetug

GRAIN AND COMMISSION
MERCHANTS,
Rooie 409-12 Board of Trade Bullding,
TORONTO, ONT, K
JorN L. Corrmm.

fish swimming around, becauss it's for
the dining-room.

———

A Fine Fellow.

He. may be, but if he tells you that
any preparation in the world is as
good as Putnam’s Painless Corn Ex-
tractor distrust the advice. Tmita-
tions only prove the value of Putnam’s
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Dominion Line Steamships,

Montreal and Quebes to Liverpool ia summer. Large
twin screw stesmships ‘Labrador, ‘Vaa.
Dominion,’ ‘Scotsman,’ * Yorkshire.
userlor accommodation for Firet Cabin, Seo
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berth. For all information a 3
Local Au'enué or DAvID TorRrANOE &?o..
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Painless Corn Extractor. See signa-
ture on each bottle of Polson & Co.
Get “Fulnam’s.”

A COSTLY CHAT.

Phe Nurse—Oh, Talk is cheap.

The Policeman—Oh! I don’t know. I
know a cop who was fined three days’
pay for spending ten minutes talking
to a girl here.

A plaster which relieves pain, heals
cuts, burns, scalds, or wounds, is made
by spreading ‘“‘Quickcure” on cotton or
linen. Cures most violent toothache
without injuring the nerve. It should |
lfg ;’n every house and travelling sat-
chel.
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A DISTINCTION.
Isn’t that new neighbor of yours ra-

morning on arrival of trains from
the West about 9 0’clock.
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ALLAN LINE

Royal Mail Steamship Co.,

Montreal to Liverpool.
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Steamers sall from Montreal every Thur:
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ther eccentric? inquired the commer-
cial traveler. =

No, answered one of the village’s pro-
minent citizens. He ain’t rich enough
to be called *eccentric.” He's just a
plain crank.

How's This?

We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward fot
nn{]o&m of catarrh that cannot be cared by
Hall’s Catarrh Cure.

.J. CHENEY & CO., Props., Toledo. O.

We, the undersigned, have is;mwn Wecdi
Cheney for the last 15 y ars, and believe him
perfectly honorable in all business transac
tions, and financially able to carry out any
obligation made by their firm,

WEST & TRUAX, Wholesale Druzgists, Toledo,
0. WALDING, KINNAN & MARVIN, Who.esals
Druggists, Toledo, O.

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acd
ing direotly upon the blood and mucous su
faces of ' h: system. Price 75c. pe bottle ., Sal
by all Druggists. Testimonials free

Hall's family Pills are the best.

RATHER MONOTONOUS.

Is your daughter having a good time !

at the seashor |

No; she wyffes home that she is en-!

gaged to the same man she met last
year.

T HOMAS PHOSPHATEPOWDER

EMPTY TALK.

Higgins . Hall—Have you heard that
empty box story?

Rustic Bridge—No.

Higgins Hall—-It’s just as well you
haven’t there’s mothing in it.
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WP O34 .

MAPLE LEAF
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Always guaranteed,

A trial given.
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