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blazing to heaven. They had occasional quarrels with
Seots neighbours, and standing feuds with Musgraves
and Fenwicks and Grahams across the English line.
Sometimes they were bridled by the Scottish Warden of
the Marches and their warlike ardour made to serve the
national cause, but more often it was a war of kites and
crows, wild rides on moonlit nights, desperate affrays
In moorland hollows, the *hot-trod” down Tyne or Tees
When men died for a half-dozen lean cattle. The name of
Liddesdale was feared as far as Yorkshire; it is ret_:orded
that_in the year 1541 the English Warden tried to induce
Teprisals, but Tynedale and Redesdale ¢ refused to commit
slaughter of any of the notable surnames of Liddesdale
for fear of deadly feud,” and preferred to harry their
ess dangerous neighbours of Teviotside. Sometimes the
Church took a hand, and the Archbishop of Glasgow was
prompted by Cardinal Wolsey to lay on the Borderers a
Most terrible curse, concluding with “I condemn them
Perpetually to the deep pit of hell to remain with Lucifer
and all his fellows, and their bodies to the gallows on the
urrow Mure, first to be hangit, syne revin and ruggit
With dogs, swine, and other wild beasts abominable to all
the world.” ' But to hang an Elliot you had first to catch
IM—no easy matter, and for the empty thunder of the
Church he and his kind cared not a straw. As for the
DO“g!as lords of Liddesdale, they could threaten, and
Occasionally hang, but they could not restrain. “ Dark
ot’s Border spear ” might be kept at home for a little
Y burdensome bonds and hostages, but presently would
come a harvest moon and it would be taken down again
'om the thatch., Hangings and hornings availed little,
and it was to do justice on the Elliots that Bothwell
narched into Liddesdale in 1556, whereby he nearly lost
his life ang brought Queen Mary galloping through the
Mosses from Jedburgh to Hermitage. Let it be said to
SIr credit that they were stubbornly national, and rarely
altered with the English enemy. Hence their long
Tendship with the “ rough clan ” of Buccleuch, who were
of the Same way of thinking.
18 wild life of the Marches ended early in the seven-
senth century, when the governments of Scotland and
ngland combined to crush the lawless clans. The process



