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J. GILLESPIE & Co0.,

’ HMAVE XOW ON RAND,
OVER ONE THOUSAND CASES
SPRING GOODS,

AXD ARE

PREPARED TO SHOW THE LARGEST VARIETY

or
FELT AND STRAW HATS
IX THE DOMINION,
Inspection respectfully invited.

.64 YONGE STREET,
TORONTO.

THE

Monetary and Commercial Times.

WITH WHICH HAS BEEN INCORPORATED

THE MONTREAL TRADE REVIEW.

-

Such is the name, borrowed from Indian
mythology, given to the first province carved
out of the new north-western territories of
the Dominion. The dimensions are abnor-
mally small : made so for reasons of state
not altogether inscrutable. Its description
is this :—Commencing at the intersection of
the ninety-seventh meridional parallel with
the forty-ninth degree of north latitude, the
boundary line, running due west, is coinci-
dent with that of the United States and the
British territory, a distance of two degrees—
about ninety miles and a half ;—then north-
ward along the meridional parallel of seventy-
nine to latitude 50° 30'—somgthing over one
hundred and three miles and a half ;—then
due east to the ninet_v«qvehth meridienal
parallel—a little less than eighty-eight miles ;
—and then south to the point of departure.
The size of the new Province will be better
understood if we say it is, in round numbers,
neéarly a hundred miles square (about 103}
by 99}), for it is only round numbers that
can be easily nnderstood and remembered.

In point of situation, the new Province
may be called the gate-way of the North-
west. Its eastern boundary is nearly coinci-
dent with the course of the Red River of the
north. Between this eastern boundary and-
the Lake -of the Woods there is some terri-
tory available for settlement ; but east of
that lake, where the granite formatién com-
mences, the country is of scarcely any value,
except for its timber, of which there are
several varieties. And this is true of the
whole country east and morth of Lake-Wine-
peg, whatever quacks and imposters, of which
there is just now an extraordinary crop, may

assurt concéming it. Tho new Provinde may

be called the tenderloin of the North-West,
in the same. sense that Cobbett called one
parg of America the sirloin, and another the

shabks and shin-bones.

. is unfortunate that it should have been
feupd necessary to subject the very vestibule
of the North-West to an exceptional treat-
metjt ; but “that is now inevitable, and we
canjonly ponder over the effects on the future
development of the country which this cir-
cumstance may have. The granting of rep-
resgniative institutions to the new Province,
at the outset, is probably the best way of
quigting the discontent ; but it is to be re-
grefted that British subjects who emigrate
thefe will be disfrauchised for a whole year,
and the whole political power will at first be
wialded by the old residents, mostly metifs,
boig-brules, or half-breeds, as they are indif-
ferénﬂy called, a moiety of whom have b¢en
in ppen rebellion all winter. The chances
are now almost reduced to a certainty that
they will accept the new terms of unjon
which this bill gives them, and put an ¢nd
to ‘be serio-comic spectacle of a provisional
goyernment with ‘“President ” Riel at its
hedd, and some more crafty persons in the
bac:k-ground for prompters. The force tq be
serit up will, in all probability, not have to
fir a single shot. We apprehend the British
Government will insist on the rebels receiv-
ing the most conciliatory treatment, and that,
exgept the murderers of Scott, if they can
bejfound and legally convicted, nobody will
bathurt. That is the present prospect ; and
though it does not satisfy revenge, it is much
cleargr than that which has just pagsed
away.

The reservation of one million four hun-
déed thousand acres for the half-breeds, not
en bloc, but in scattered fragments, is in it-
wx objectionable ; but it is part of the price
whiich the Ottawa Government has thought
it advisable to pay for peaceable possession
of the territory. This reservation is for all
the half-breeds of the territory; and it is
anpmalous that those at the distance of five
orisix hundrédd miles should get it here. The
question of their legal right to any reserva-
tign' need not be discussed. In any case, a
lnége portion of the soil of the territory will
have to be granted free tb settlers, and it is
ndgt unrcasonable that the children of the
ur’«,:in:\l settlors should be guaranteed a home
ndar their parents and relatives. But it is
diicult to understand why that part of the
p&l[mlu(inn which is nat of mixed blood
sfould be denied the same privilege. ' Ill-

tured people may say this is rewarding
::ln-ls and Dunishing the loyal; and if it
should come to be believed that rebellion is
the only thing that pays out there, the cx-
gmple may prove doufagivus.
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hto the followers of Riel.
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If it be necessary to submit the Province
of Manitoba to an exceptional treatment,
the smaller it is the bétter. The rest of the
territory can Hereafter be dealt with on bet-
ter terms. But the whole of it has yet to
be purchased from the Indians, and there is
some danger of exciting their susceptibilities
by our passinglaws to dispose of their lands
before we havesextinguished their right in
them. Some other Riel may possibly enter
on this inviting field. The dealing with the
claims of the Indians will be a more delicate
task than is generally supposed. These errant
people are constantly pushing upon one an-
other’s domain, and it would be no new
thing if we had two tribes of Indians claim-
ing the same land. That occurred in the
case of the Huron reservation in Upper Ca-
nada. On the ground out of which this new
Province is carved, the Nathaways—popu-
larly but erroneously called Crees—met the
Chippeways, ih the latter part of the last
century, and the latter were regarded as in-
truders. They are both of the same original
stock, and are known by American writers
as of the Algic race, a generic term, made by
a contraction of the word Algonqyin, used
by the French. But their interests were
totally separate.

This territory will require a large outlay
before we can count on any returns. We
have bought out the Hudson Bay Company ;
and with their superior knowledge of the
country, and the Indians, they may be able,
practically, to monopolize the fur trade for
some time. We have to buy out the Indians,
We are—shall we say!—throwing a large sop
We are to bear
three-fourths of the unknown cost of a mili-
tary expedition to the country. Communi-
cations have to be opened over a vast éxtent
of difficult country, ‘between Lake Superior
and Lake Winnepeg; and so distant is the
government from the sceme of action, that it
is sure to fall into the hands of charlatans.
The world has never seen so imprudent a
sham as the holiday exploring expedition of
I857. The result was a bundle of wholly
unreliable, and worse than uselessinformation;
a map withont latitude or longitudes ; dis-
tances greatly inaccurate— Winnepeg river
stretched out thirty miles- beyond its real
and almost all the other distances

exaggerated.

length
The whole thing was an'impu-
dent fraud on the public.

But we shall outlive all this, and in the
end get a return for the great outlay on the

territory. » Without this assured hope, there

»

would be nothing to console us for the sacri-
fices we are making, and shall for some time
be obliged to continue to make, on account
of this North West territdry.




